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Belarus’ Lukashenko: ‘The only mistake we made’ was not finishing off
Ukraine with Russia in 2014

Belarusian dictator completes transformation into Putin’s puppet.
binopycoxuu ouxmamop nyxawenxo: « Couna Hawa nNOMUIKa» — ye me, Wo Mu 3
Pociero ne oobunu Yrpainy 6 2014 poyi

Aemopka POLITICO Europe 301 [lle¢pmanosuy y ceoiti cmammi HA800UmMbs YUHIYHY 3d8Yy OLI0PYCbKo20
ouxmamopa ykawenka, wo "eouna nomunxa" pocii ma 6inopyci - ye "me, wo mu He SUpiUUIY Ye NUMAHHS 6
2014-2015 poxax, xoau Yxpaina ne mana apmii i e 6yna comosa’. Asmopra nazadye, wo y 2014 poyi pocis
He3akoHHO emopenacs 6 Kpum i anexcysana tioco 8 Yxpainu, a niompumyeani kpemiem 60HU0SUKU 3aXONULU
mepumopii na cxo0i Yxpainu. B nromomy 2022 6inopycekuti ouxmamop niuiog 6a-0aHK ma 00nomiz MOCK8i
po3nouamu nosHOMAacuimadne 6mopeHents 8 Yxpainy ma no2oousuiiuco poamicmumu pociticbKy s0epHy 36poio Ha
mepumopii c80€i KpaiHu.
https://www.politico.eu/article/belarus-alexander-lukashenko-mistake-not-invade-ukraine-russia-2014-viadimir-put
in/

Alexander Lukashenko has had a love-hate relationship with Putin over his nearly three decades in power | Igor
Kovalenko/EPA-EFE

“The only mistake” Russia and Belarus made was “that we didn’t resolve this issue in
2014-2015, when Ukraine had no army and wasn’t prepared,” Belarusian dictator Alexander
Lukashenko said.

In 2014, Russia illegally invaded Crimea and annexed it from Ukraine, and Kremlin-backed
fighters seized territory in eastern Ukraine.

Lukashenko’s comments, which according to Minsk were delivered Thursday during a meeting
with the heads of security agencies of the Commonwealth of Independent States, made up of
former Soviet countries, indicate that Lukashenko has fully embraced his transformation into
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s puppet.

Lukashenko has had a love-hate relationship with Putin over his nearly three decades in power.
But after the Kremlin helped him see off massive street protests following a fraudulent
presidential election in 2020, the Belarusian dictator went all-in on Putin, helping Moscow
launch its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 and agreeing to host Russian nuclear
weapons on his country’s soil.

According to the Belarusian readout of Lukashenko’s speech in Minsk, he claimed: “We saw this
coming,” referring to the Russian invasion. The readout continued that if the war had not begun
last year, “it would have started tomorrow, but with worse conditions for Russia and Belarus.”
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Quoting the Belarusian president, the readout claimed he said: “The only mistake we made,
probably, is that we didn’t resolve this issue in 2014-2015, when Ukraine had no army. We
wanted to settle it peacefully. They, however, used this time to develop combat-ready armed
forces.”



