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Snejana Farberov
Ex-CIA chief dubs putin ‘dead man walking,’ predicts violent regime
change in russia

Exkc-enasa I[PY nazeas nymina «xooauum mepyem» i nepeoodaqus

HACUTbHUUBbKY 3MIHY DEHCUMY 8 POCIT

Excenasa L[PY, npoghecop midicnapoonux gionocun y Texacvkomy yuigepcumemi A&M J]. Oncon
88adicae, Wo NYmin 3apaz y 6e3suxioHiti cumyayii i Modxce Oymu yCyHeHul o020 81aCHUM
BIlICLKOBUM KepIBHUYME0M uepes kamacmpoghiuni empamu 6 Ykpaini. 3a cnoeamu /. Oncona,
NYmMiH HIKOJIU He N020OUMbCS BUBECMU CBOI BilicbKa 3 YKpainu domu, 00KU 80HU He 8i3bMYMb Ni0
NOBHUL KOHMPOJIb YOMUPU YACTNKOBO OKYNOBAHI Pe2iOHU, SIKI 60CeHU 0YIU He3AKOHHO AHeKCOBAHI
pociero. Konuwnii enaea konmpposeioku L{PY nepeobauae, wo icnye cunvhua npuxosana
ono3uyisn nyminy 6 apmii, cneycnyscoax ma cepeo onicapxis.
https://nypost.com/2023/04/03/ex-cia-chief-james-olson-dubs-putin-dead-man-walking/
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Russia’s Vladimir Putin could be elimmnated by his own military brass fed up with catastrophic losses in
Ukraine, which would finally bring the war to an end, according to an ex-CIA official.

James Olson, a decorated former chief of counterintelligence, labeled Putin a “dead man walking” in a
candid exclusive mnterview with the Sun.

“It is not going well at all. I believe Putin is in a no-win situation now,” the 30-year veteran of the spy
agency said.

According to Olson, Putin will never agree to withdraw his forces from Ukraine until they assume
complete control over the four partially occupied regions that were illegally annexed by Russia in the fall.

“If Putin stays in power, there will be a long war because he will not give up — but I do not think that
Putin is going to stay in power,” Olson said. “I believe that he will be removed from power.”

Olson said the 70-year-old Russian leader could either be deposed in an uprising or killed.
“I think Putin will be taken out,” he said. “I would not rule out assassination.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a ceremony to open new pharmaceutical production facilities in
the Kaliningrad Region, Mordovia and St Petersburg via videoconference in Moscow, Russia,
Thursday, March 30, 2023.

Russian President Vladimir Putin could be deposed from power, or assassinated by his military leaders
eager to bring an end to the war, according to a former CIA official.
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The retired spymaster and author, who serves as professor of nternational affairs at Texas A&M
University, opined that Russia’s military leaders are “disgusted” by the high casualty rate in Ukraine.

Were Putin’s discontented generals to turn on him, Olson said, he would be “a dead man walking.”



“He would not survive that. I think that it is more likely that Putin will be eliminated than a military
defeat,” he said.

An update from the UK Ministry of Defense on Sunday stated that since February 2022, Russia has
suffered around 200,000 casualties in Ukraine — a number that includes both killed and wounded
soldiers.

James Olson

James Olson, former CIA chief of counterintelligence, predicted that the war m Ukraine would end
once Putin is gone.
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Ukraine’s latest estimate is higher, with the country’s Ministry of Defense putting the number of
“eliminated” Russian personnel at more than 175,000.

Putin had reportedly expected to conquer Ukraine in three days’ time in February 2022. More than 13
months later, his troops have found themselves bogged down in a bloody quagmire, fighting street to
street for control of small cities in the east.

If Olson is to be believed, Putin’s fate is inextricably tied to the outcome of the war, which ultimately
could be his undoing,

“I believe that there is a strong undercurrent of opposition to Putin in the military, in the intelligence
services, among the oligarchs,” he said.

A Russian army soldier carries his equipment after practice on a military training ground in
Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2023.

According to the UK Ministry of Defense, Russia has suffered around 200,000 casualties in Ukraine —
a number that includes both killed and wounded soldiers.
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Andriy, the owner of the shooting range, holds a target with Putin's face with a hit right in the middle and
a dummy gun above it in Lviv, Ukraine.

Olson said Russian military leaders are “disgusted” with the high casualty levels in Ukraine, which could
lead to Putin’s assassination.
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Olson predicted that “some patriotic Russians will decide they need to elimnate Putin” to stop the
attritional war.
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What do you think? Post a comment.
“Putin is bleeding Russia and he cannot do that forever,” the former counterintelligence chief noted.

Olson also warned that if Putin continues to cling to power for much longer, there is a real risk that the
war would spill beyond Ukraine’s borders and engulf neighboring Moldova, which is widely believed to
be in Russia’s crosshairs.



