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In Ukraine’s Election, Pro-Russian Candidates Can’t Win

By occupying the regions of the country that most favor it, Moscow has
undermined its own position in Ukrainian politics. Here’s why it still won’t leave

YV subopax 6 Yxpaini npopociiicoxi kanouoamu He MONCYMb nepemMocmu
Oxkynyrouu pezionu kpainu, wo Hatioinbute ii niompumyroms, Mockea nidipeana
6/1ACHY NO3UYIIO 8 VKPAIHCObKIU NONIMuyi

Asmop cmeepoxcye, wo wo 6 He 8i00y8anocs 6 Opyeomy mypi eubopis IIpezudenmaYxkpainu,
npopociticekull kKanouoam ne cmawne Hacmynnum Ilpezudenmom Ykpainu. Yepes n'’amuv pokie
nicns npuednanns Pocii 0o Kpumy i nouamxky eitinu 6 /[onbaci, éniue Kpemnsa 6 Yxpaini

nepedy8ac Ha HAUHUNCYOM) DIGHI.
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Whatever happens in the second round of Ukraine’s elections later this month, a pro-Russian
candidate will not become Ukraine’s next president. Five years after Russia annexed Crimea and
launched a war in the country’s Donbass region, the Kremlin’s influence in Ukraine is at the lowest level
i at least a century.

True, Russia continues to control 7 percent of Ukraine’s territory, which neither imcumbent
Ukramian President Petro Poroshenko nor his second-round opponent, the comedian Volodymyr
Zelensky, has a strategy for retaking. Even though the country’s military has improved since 2014,
Ukraine can’t retake the territory by force given Russia’s massive military advantage.



