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Japan, Switzerland agree to keep tough sanctions on russia
Anonia ma Illgenuyapia oomosunucsa npo 30epexnceHHsa HcopCmKux
CAHKYIi npomu pocii
Ipezuoenm Lllseuyapii 1. Kaccic 3aa6us, wo 11020 Kpaina npueonanacs 00 MidcHapooHoi
CRITbHOMU 0151 3aNPOBAOINCEHHS HCOPCMKUX CAHKYIU NpOmMuU pocii, ane ye He 03HAUAE, WO B0HA
giomosunacs 6id ceoeo mpaouyiinozo netimpanimemy. 1. Kaccic ma npem'ep-minicmp Anomnii’ @.
Kicioa na nepezosopax y Tokio domosunucs npo me, wjo pocis Mae necmu 8iON0BIOANbHICMb 3d
Hanaou Ha mupHux sxcumenie Yxkpainu. 1. Kaccic, skuii makoxc € MiHicmpom 3aKk0OpOOHHUX
cnpas, 3aa6u8 Ha okpemiu npeckoughepenyii, wo Lllsetiyapisa piutyue 3acyodncye 6itiny i 3aKIUKA8
POCII0 He2auHo NPUNUHUMU GMOPSHEHHAL.
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TOKYO

Swiss President Ignazio Cassis said Monday his country has joined the international community
in implementing tough sanctions against Russia over its invasion of Ukraine, but that does not
mean it has abandoned its traditional neutrality.

Cassis and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida agreed in talks in Tokyo that Russia must be
held accountable for attacks on Ukrainian civilians, Japan's Foreign Ministry said.

Kishida, in opening remarks at their meeting, said Russia’s invasion undermines the foundation
of the international order not only in Europe but also in Asia. “Now is the time for the
international society to unite more than ever,” he said.

Cassis, who is also foreign minister, said at a separate news conference that Switzerland strongly
denounces war and urged Russia to immediately halt its invasion.

He said Switzerland, which does not belong to the European Union, fully backs EU sanctions
against Russia and implemented a fifth round of measures last week. But that does not mean his
country has abandoned its policy of neutrality, he said.

“Supplies of war material would not be compatible with neutrality. Participation in military
alliances would not be compatible with neutrality. Using one’s own territory to transport or fly
over war material to war would be incompatible with neutrality. On the other hand, condemning
any action that strongly violates our values, which are in the constitution, that is compatible with
neutrality,” he said through a translator.

Japan also was quick in joining the United States and European Union in imposing sanctions
against Russia because Tokyo fears the impact of its invasion on East Asia, where China has
been increasingly pushing its own territorial claims.

Japan has frozen the assets of hundreds of Russian individuals and groups and banned new
investment and trade, including exports of goods that could be used for military purposes. Japan
also announced plans to phase out imports of Russian coal.

Cassis told reporters that he understood through his talks with Japanese officials about Japan's
harsh security environment. Japan is a neighbor of Russia and also faces the threat of North


https://japantoday.com/category/politics/japan-switzerland-agree-to-keep-tough-sanctions-on-russia
https://japantoday.com/category/politics/japan-switzerland-agree-to-keep-tough-sanctions-on-russia

Korea’s missile and nuclear development, tensions with China and disputes over history with
South Korea.



