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NATO and Russia Hold ‘Frank’ Discussions

Meeting yielded no agreements but was ‘constructive and substantive,” officials
said

HATO i Pocis nposenu "giogepmi" ouckycii

3ycmpiu ne dana HiAKUX OOMO8IeHOCmel, ale 0Y8 "KOHCMPYKMUHU i
npeomemuuil oianoe", 3asa8unu nocadosi ocoou

"Ilpeocmasnuxu kpain HATO i Pocii 3ycmpinucs enepuie 3 uepsusa 2014 poky, koau HATO
npu3ynUHUE chienpayio nicisa empyyauns Pocii ¢ Yxpaini, na mai 3pocmaroyoi 6iticbkogoi
nanpyacenocmi midic Pociero i CLLIA", - nuwymos asmopu nyonikayii. Ha 3ycmpiui npedcmagnux
Pocii I'pywro 3aa6us, o HATO nposooums minimapuszayito banmiticoxoeo peziony. Yunognuxu
anvsaHcy 3i 6020 OOKY niokpecaunu, wo ye azpecia Pocii ¢ Ykpaini smywye ix smiynrosamu
000poHy Ha cxodi. "Mu 8ionogioaemo Ha icmomue HapOULYy8anHs GiliCbKOBOI HOMYHCHOCTI 3
ooky Pocii," 3aseue kepienux HATO nan Cmoamenbepe nicas 3ycmpiyi. Ha 3ycmpiui makooic
8i00ynacs 0oeza Ouckycia no Yxpaiui, npuuomy npeocmagnuxu 3axody sumaeanu 6io Pocii
sugecmu 36i0mu GilicbK08y mexuixy, a I pywko nanonseaé na momy, wo Yxkpaina nosunHa
nposecmu KOHCMumyyitiHi pepopmu, 1l0emuvcsi 8 Cmammi.
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Secretary-General of NATO Jens Stoltenberg speaks at a news conference Wednesday after the
meeting with the Russian ambassador. Photo: John Thys/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images

BRUSSELS—Ambassadors from Russia and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization met
on Wednesday for the first time in nearly two years, amid rising military tensions between Russia
and the U.S.

While there were no agreements, officials described the meeting as constructive and
substantive. The meeting included back-and-forth dialogue between the two sides, and ran for
some 3’2 hours, far longer than scheduled, a sign, officials said, of frank dialogue.

Nevertheless, officials from both sides said they outlined a sharply differing
understanding about the source of the current conflict between Russia and the Western allies.

“We had a frank and serious discussion,” NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said
after the meeting. “NATO allies and Russia hold very different views. But we have listened to
what each other had to say.”

NATO officials emerged from the meeting with a measure of hope that
military-to-military communications between Moscow and the alliance could be revived in the
name of minimizing the possibilities of armed confrontation.

Wednesday’s meeting followed a series of incidents in the Baltic Sea, as Russian aircraft
intercepted and buzzed a U.S. Navy destroyer and a U.S. Air Force reconnaissance plane, which
American and NATO officials have called dangerous and unprofessional.

During the meeting, officials said, U.S. Ambassador Doug Lute pressed the Russians
about the incident and the potential for a dangerous accident to occur.

After the meeting, Alexander Grushko, the Russian ambassador to the alliance,
questioned why U.S. forces were operating so closely to Kaliningrad, the Russian exclave that is
home to a number of military bases. He also said the U.S. has rebuffed overtures from Moscow
to modernize agreements on safe interactions between the two militaries.

“Our aircraft were acting fully in line with our agreements,” Mr. Grushko said. The basic
issue was why a destroyer equipped with cruise missiles with a range of 1,550 miles that could
be nuclear, came so close to Kaliningrad, he added.

The meeting was the first since June 2014, when NATO suspended cooperation after
Russia’s intervention in Ukraine.

In the meeting—and speaking with reporters after—Mr. Grushko said NATO was
militarizing the Baltic region.

NATO officials said it was Russia’s aggression in Ukraine that compelled the alliance to
begin reinforcing the east.

“Everything NATO does in the Baltic region is proportional, it is defensive and it is fully
in line with our international agreements,” NATO’s Mr. Stoltenberg said after the meeting. “We
are responding to the substantial military buildup by Russia.”

Ambassadors also had a lengthy discussion of Ukraine, with allied ambassadors pushing
for a withdrawal of Russian weapons and Mr. Grushko pressing for Ukraine to make
constitutional changes giving more autonomy to the east.

The cease-fire brokered in early 2015 reduced the level of violence in east Ukraine, but
the conflict has persisted on a low simmer, leaving hundreds dead since the pact’s signing. Most
of the peace agreement has gone unfulfilled.

The pact called for both sides to withdraw heavy military equipment, and some was
indeed removed from the front lines.

A U.S. defense official, however, said the Pentagon has seen about 1,000 pieces of heavy
military equipment flow across the Russian border into the Donbas region in the past 12 months.



The U.S. official said Russian grad rocket systems and TOS-1 flame throwers remain inside the
rebel-held territory.

The U.S. is moving ahead with a $335 million package of security and military aid for
Ukraine that U.S. Vice President Joe Biden and Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko agreed on
March 31 in Washington.

As part of the aid package, the U.S. will provide Ukraine with more short-range TPQ-49
counter-mortar radar systems and longer-range TPQ-36 counter-battery radar systems, according
to a U.S. defense official. The equipment—which will begin to flow into Ukraine in the coming
months—also includes tactical unmanned aerial vehicles, Humvee ambulances, body armor,
night-vision goggles and other items, the U.S. official said.
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