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Problems and priorities of modern agrarian policy 
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The history of modern Ukraine knows a lot 
of program documents related to the agricul-
tural sector of the economy. The most exten-
sive among them were the Laws of Ukraine 
“On the Priority of Social Development of the 
Village and Agro-Industrial Complex in the 
National Economy” (1990), “On the State 
Agrarian Policy for the Period up to 2015” 
(2007), “On the State Support of Agriculture” 
(2002), as well as the State Target Program 
for the Development of the Ukrainian  
Village for the Period up to 2015 (2007), the 
Strategy for the Development of the Agricul-
tural Sector of the Economy up to 2020 
(2013). These and some other normative doc-
uments defined the principles of agrarian 

policy of the state and mechanisms of its implementation. 
Certain areas of this policy, in particular on issues of privatiza-
tion of the state property, reform and support of the industry, 
formation of the agrarian market, etc., were also determined 
by special laws, decrees of the President of Ukraine and reso-
lutions of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. The most recent 
examples include the Rural Development Concept (2015) and 
the Farm Development and Agricultural Cooperation Concept 
for 2018-2020 (2017). The most important thing is that 
measures provided in such documents are usually supported by 
appropriate amendments and additions to the legislative 
framework, organizational measures and financial resources. 

At the same time, in modern dynamic society, any strategic 
policy, including agrarian one, requires at least periodic refine-
ment if permanent updating cannot be provided. This is con-
firmed by the practice of leading world countries, which con-
stantly adapt their agricultural policies to timely challenges. In 
Ukraine, after completion of the target program until 2015, a 
comprehensive document has not been adopted yet. Hence, the 
problems of agrarian development that arise from time to time 
are mostly related to the uncertainty of agricultural producers 
caused by the instability of the state policy. Here can be men-
tioned, premature cancellation of the special value-added tax 
regime, “soybean amendments”, and some others, to which the 
most of market participants were not prepared. 

It is worth mentioning that there are attempts to fill in 
such a “vacuum” made by scientists, professional public organ-
izations, experts. Among them are such well-known scientists 
as academician of NAAS P.T. Sabluk and corresponding member 
of NAAS Yu.Ya. Luzan, who in their article named “Agrarian 
policy and factors for its implementation” raise an issue of the 
need to update the state policy in terms of current trends  
in the industry, in particular in the final adjustment of land 
relations. They also emphasize the need for a comprehensive 
agricultural policy, regarding the certainty in the system  
of financial and tax support, antitrust regulation, export  
targeting, etc. 

We also propose to pay attention to the articles of acade-
mician of NAAS V.S. Shebanin and doctor of economic sciences 
Yu.A. Kormyshkin, candidate of economic sciences 
M.V. Rudenko, candidate of  economic sciences N.S. Holomsha 
and O.Ya. Holomsha, who offer solutions to specific problems 
of agrarian development through innovative upgrading, digital-
ization, Internet technologies, economic and mathematical 
modelling. We hope that readers will be interested in other 
articles by the authors of this volume. 
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