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The article is dedicated to the complex of geopolitical 
representations of the leading representative of the national-
democratic movement of Poland at the end of the  century 
and the beginning of the  century Yan Ludwig Poplawsky 
(1854–1908) in the context of the prospects for the restoration 
of Polish statehood under the conditions of the political 
realities of that time. Poplawsky’s signi  cant contribution to 
the development of Polish geopolitical thought, in particular, 
his role in de  ning the directions, resources and priorities of 
the foreign policy activity of the Polish national movement is 
shown. Three projects of territorial development of the Polish 

state developed by Poplawsky are analyzed. A number of 
factors that played an important role in the development of his 
geopolitical vision are determined. The importance of the main 
geopolitical strategies of Poplawsky is covered. 

The opinion that the starting point of Poplawsky’s state 
aspirations was the intention of the Poles to restore access to 
the coast of the Baltic Sea and to restitute Western ethnographic 
Polish lands, which are the territorial core of the future 
restored state, is proved. The vision of the Polish politician 
of the importance of the western direction of expansion in 
the Polish national ambitions and the likely scenarios of the 
development of the state system of the Polish state are shown.

Keywords: geopolitical, Jan Ludwig Pop awski, Polish 
national democracy, Poland, the concept of «Pyastovska» 
idea. 
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