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Based on the analysis of archival materials, a timeline of 
the course of the Machine Laboratory construction in Lviv 
Higher Technical School was traced. It was found that the 
idea of a new laboratory construction had been extensively 
discussed among professors since 1908. This was triggered by 
technological progress in general and intensive development of 
the educational institution itself in particular, since a number 
of new departments increased every year. However, a problem 
of  nding an appropriate territory signi  cantly slowed down 
the implementation of the idea of establishing the lab, which 
had to become both a place of practical training for students 
and an energetically self-su   cient research institution.   

In the course of the research it was discovered that the City 
Magistrate, Galician Viceroyalty, Ministry of Religious A  airs 
and Public Education and Ministry of Public Works had been 
engaged at the initial stage of the project implementation 
alongside the Rectorate and several professors. Tadeusz 
Fiedler was particularly active among the professors in his 
e  orts to promote the construction.   

Based on the documents examined, it was found that the 
citizens of Lviv living next to Lviv Polytechnic University had 
been strongly opposed to the construction of the laboratory. 
Their main argument was that the laboratory would cause 
harm to physical and mental health of the city residents. Thus, 
technological innovations in the early 20th century were met 
with certain distrust by common people. Due to lengthy public 
discussions, the project implementation was delayed for more 
than 5 years. Only in 1913 a  nal project of the exterior and 
interior of a future laboratory was developed by the engineer 
Bohdan Stefanowski. The actual works were conducted in 
1914 and interrupted by the World War I for a long time.     

Taking into consideration that the project had been resumed 
during the interwar period, a conclusion was drawn that the 
Machine Laboratory had indeed been an important center 
that had to enhance scienti  c capacity of Lviv Polytechnic 
University.  
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