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«America and Americans and Selected Non-Fiction» (1954) 
«Journalist abroad»,  «Once There Was a 
War» (1958), 
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. ,  « !» 

« » (1912)  ( , ).
,

.
 «America and 

Americans and Selected Non-Fiction» (1954), 
: What can I say about journalism? 

It has the greatest virtue and the greatest evil. It is the mother of literature 
and the perpetrator of crap. Over a long period of time and perhaps 
because it is the product of so many men, it is perhaps the purest thing we 
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 ( . Isola di Ventotene) 

, ,
:

piazza ( . – ) Capri trattoria (
. – ). ,

, ,
; : You’d walk up a 

street where there were big houses and the doors would be open and – 
just not anybody. I did see a cat, go streaking across the street, a pure 
white cat, but that’s the only living thing there was… [

, ,
. ,

, , ,
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,
, : The Mediterranian beaches, 

the long, white beaches…The water is incredibly blue there and the 
beaches are white… And the water is very salty. You float like a cork on it
[ , ,

,
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) -  «Corinne ou l’Italie», 

 «De la litt rature». 
: La vue d'un tel monument 

est comme une musique continuelle et fixee qui vous attend pour vous 
faire du bien quand vous vous en approchez… [

, ,
, … ]. [13]. 
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,
, , : From 

the little island harbour, the steep hills terraced for vines and lemon trees 
and the mountains rising to bare rocky ridges behind. Vesuvius was 
smoking in the background [ ,

’ ,
, ]

[10, c. 150]. 
, .

.  – , ,
, ,

.

,
[10, c. 106, 120]. , .

 « »  « ,

, » [3, c. 366]. ,
 «Enotria Tellus», 

: il paese delle viti sostenute da pali ( . – 
, ).  

 « »  – 
,

1954 .  «informal essay (personal essay), deliberately 
tentative in treatment; familiar, whimsical, or humorous in tone and style; 
and rambling and digressive in organization» [ ,

, ;
, , ;

« , » ] [6, p. 70]. 
 – 

, ,
.

, , ,  «
». 

; , ,
 « ».

, ,



ISBN 966-7773-70-1. . , 2011 

208

 –  «angolo di Paradiso». 
,

, ,
, : …It is a 

dream place that isn’t quite real when you are there and becomes 
beckoningly real after you have gone. Its houses climb a hill so steep it 
would be a cliff except that stairs are cut in it. I believe that whereas most 
house foundations are vertical, in Positano they are horizontal. The small 
curving bay of unbelievably blue and green water lips gently on a beach 
of small pebbles... [ , ,

, ,
. ,

, . ,
, , ,

. ,
, ,

 … ]. [11, . 252].
. ,

, . (...): There is only one narrow 
street and it does not come down to the water. Everything else is stairs. 
You do not walk to visit a friend, you either climb or slide... [

, .  – 
. , ,

, ] [11, . 252].  
 – .

, ,  positanesi
, : …Everything here breathes of the 

past… History seeps out like groundwater, and the Middle Ages merge 
with the now [... ... ,

, ] [9, . 259].  
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AMERICAN HETEROIMAGE OF MILITARY ITALY IN JOHN 
STEINBECK’S TRAVEL ARTICLES 

The article concerns reception of heteroimage of the Italy the writer observed and 
studied himself. Steinbeck-the journalist first and foremost focuses on those impressive 
realities and facts which deviate to certain extent from usual to him as an American norms 
of autoimage of his native country. The foreign country in the documentary style appears 
before the reader’s eyes as well as information on geographical, natural historical, country 
study character, observations over architectural and historical monuments, and the sights of 
military Italy. 

Key words: literature of fact (literary non-fiction), autoimage, heteroimage, the other 
(l’autre, l’ tranger), imagology, vision, identity, “pattern” of Italy, reception.


