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Abstract. At the present stage of the development of society, English is necessary
for intercultural communication, so its study is given much attention during the training of
students of non-language majors. At the same time, it is not enough to know only the vo-
cabulary and grammar of the English language, because when communicating it is neces-
sary to understand the culture and features of the country the representatives of which they
communicate. The purpose of this publication is to prove the need to introduce material on
regional studies in teaching English to students of non-language majors and highlight our
own experience in this field. During the research, such methods as analysis of scientific and
pedagogical literature, generalization, synthesis and formulation of conclusions were used.
The article highlights the approaches to regional studies as a science (discipline related to
the methods of teaching foreign languages, which is aimed at studying general patterns of
the development of large regions; discipline, which aims to study selected and organized
set of economic, historical, socio-political, geographical and other knowledge; discipline,
which is related to the content and features of language communication of native speakers,
etc.). It is established that in order to effectively teach the material on regional studies it is
necessary to carefully select educational material (historical texts, illustrations, audio and
video materials), which presents the specifics of a particular English-speaking country.

For thorough acquisition of knowledge, it is also advisable to perform exercises for
better mastery of educational material (aspect-oriented, analytical and oral exercises aimed
at mastering linguistic reading and exercises aimed at developing the ability to plan reading
activities, form techniques of linguistic reading and self-control exercises). Our own experi-
ence of teaching regional studies to students of non-language specialties (preparation of
reports and presentations, writing essays on relevant topics, organization of discussions) is
highlighted.

Key words: regional studies, regional studies material, students of non-language
majors, teaching English.

Introduction. The English At the same time, we note that in
language is the key to intercultural most cases, English language textbooks
communication, so much attention is paid for students of non-linguistic specialties do
to its study both in secondary school and not contain materials of a country science
in institutions of higher education. The nature, so it is necessary to find other op-
need to learn the English language is portunities to provide students with
constantly increasing, and at the same knowledge related to the culture and his-
time, the approaches to its teaching are tory of English-speaking countries.
changing. If earlier the main emphasis in As the scientists emphasize, the
learning a foreign language was on lexical country studies competence is an im-
and grammatical material, then at the portant component of the training of future
current stage of language teaching specialists, because mastering a foreign
teachers should also pay attention to language consists not only in the
general cultural, national cultural and knowledge of grammatical and lexical
country studies components. units, but also in understanding the reali-

© Yaremenko N. V.
HUMANITARIAN STUDIOS: PEDAGOGICS, PSYCHOLOGY, PHILOSOPHY Vol 13(3) 2022
120



Pedagogics-Mepaarorika

ties of the country whose language is be-
ing studied. That is why teachers of higher
education institutions should correctly se-
lect and present material of a country sci-
ence nature, make its teaching under-
standable, interesting and useful for stu-
dents, increase interest and motivation in
learning English (Belyaeva, 2007). (Vla-
khov, 2016).

Analysis of recent studies and
publications. Based on the analysis of the
works of different teachers, it can be stated
that the formation of country studies com-
petence in students of non-linguistic ma-
jors is an important component of the train-
ing of future specialists. Thus, I. Bulkina
and Z. Petryaeva developed methodical
recommendations for the independent
work of students of the specialty regarding
the study of materials on country studies.
L. Moroz, I. Pashko studied the socio-cul-
tural aspect in learning a foreign language
as a factor of developmental learning,
N. Sabat analyzed the formation of linguis-
tic and country studies competence of fu-
ture translators taking into account the
multinational nature of the spread of the
English language; O. Yazlovitska studied
the linguistic and regional studies compo-
nent of foreign language studies at lan-
guage faculties. Highly appreciating the
achievements of scientists, we believe that
the experience of teaching country studies
material to students of non-linguistic ma-
jors is not sufficiently represented in the
scientific literature.

Purpose. Therefore, the purpose of
the article is to prove the need to introduce
material from country studies during the
teaching of English to students of non-
linguistic majors and to highlight one's own
experience on this issue.

To solve the set goal, we consider it
necessary to solve the following tasks:

» to determine approaches to the
definition of country studies;

« find out the reasons for the need
to study country studies material by
students of higher education;

* highlight one's own experience
regarding the approaches of teaching

country studies material with students of
non-language majors.

Methods. Methods and materials of
the study include the analysis of scientific
and pedagogical literature, generalization,
synthesis and formulation of conclusions.
A sufficient number of materials were
developed for understanding the research
topic.

Results. The specificity of teaching
English at non-language faculties is that
this discipline is not the main one, so a
rather small number of hours are allocated
to its study. Solving this problem is
facilitated by a creative approach to
teaching English and the ability of teachers
to select such teaching methods and the
content of educational material that will
effectively contribute both to increasing
motivation to learn English and to the
accumulation of relevant knowledge and
skills among students. The expediency of
such an approach to the organization of
the educational process was emphasized
in the work of Academician V. Bezpalka,
who noted that an important approach to
teaching is not only the quality of providing
knowledge, but also the method of its
implementation [1, p. 45].

From work experience, we can say
that knowledge of a country-scientific
nature is in many cases a motivating factor
for studying an academic discipline,
because studying this material, students
get not only academic knowledge, but
mostly get acquainted with the realities
and peculiarities of the existence of the
society whose language they study.

It should be noted that country
studies is a discipline related to the
methodology  of  teaching  foreign
languages and is aimed at studying the
general patterns of development of large
regions. Studying country  studies,
students get acquainted with the socio-
economic situation of the society, history,
geography, ethnography, traditions and
properties of the people and peculiarities
of the language of one or another region

[3, p. 8].
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Other scientists define linguistic
and regional studies as a discipline, the
purpose of which is to study a selected and
organized set of economic, historical,
socio-political, geographical and other
knowledge that is related to the content
and features of language communication
of native speakers, which is included in the
learning process in order to provide
educational and educational goals [5,
p. 227].

V . I. Shcherbakov considers
country studies as a system of historical
and cultural knowledge that acquaints
students with the most important concepts
and phenomena related to politics, culture,
history and geography of the country,
traditions and everyday life of the people,
cultural features, rules of verbal and non-
verbal communication behavior [6, p. 198].

According to O. Yazlovitska, the
country studies component during the
study of the English language is aimed at
studying national and cultural features in
lexical language units, which are reflected
in proper names, aphorisms,
phraseological units that have no
analogues in the native language. The
work on the country studies material is
based on historical texts, illustrative
materials, audio and video materials,
which vividly demonstrate the peculiarities
of English-speaking countries.

The selection of material is carried
out in accordance with the criteria of
topicality, modernity and cultural value.
Also, during the selection of material, it is
necessary to take into account the
professionally oriented composition of the
texts (if possible), informativeness,
consideration of genre diversity, as well as
the linguistic and local studies component
of orientation to the modern realities of
English-speaking countries, the typicality

of local studies phenomena and
representativeness [7, p. 165].
At the same time, in order to

consolidate students' knowledge, the texts
should be accompanied by a certain set of
exercises that allow, on the one hand, to
consolidate new lexical units, and on the

other hand, knowledge of a country
science nature. In particular, it is
recommended to implement two groups of
exercises. The first group of exercises is
aimed at directly mastering the skills of
linguistic and regional studies reading and
includes aspect-oriented, analytical and
speech exercises.

The second group of exercises is
aimed at mastering individual strategies
for reading texts of this type. In particular,
these are exercises aimed at forming the
ability to plan reading, form linguistic and
regional reading techniques, and exercise
self-control [9, p. 560].

Implementation of the knowledge of
the country studies unit in the English
language classes of students of non-
language faculties can be considered a
method of integrated education, because
students not only learn the language, but
also gain knowledge about the countries
whose language is being studied. That is
why materials of a country science nature
are becoming more and more relevant
today. However, they must be carefully
selected by the teacher. For students of
non-linguistic majors, emphasis should be
placed on immersing students in English
culture and the specifics of English-
speaking countries, which is a very
important aspect of communication with
English speakers [8, p. 427].

Work experience has shown that for
the effectiveness of education and
thorough and systematic assimilation of
knowledge by students, it is necessary not
only to select interesting authentic texts,
but also to study them regularly. An
important condition is the selection of
materials that are modern and relevant
[2;3;7].

It can be argued that such authentic
teaching aids as English-language
websites, calendars, magazines, videos
and audio recordings create a sense of
presence in the country, contain
information about the country's culture and
make communication authentic. In many
students, they cause a desire to
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independently study the country's culture
in English [4].

The processing of these materials
also allows you to achieve the following
educational goals:

- studying and improving lexical
units, enriching the lexical reserve of
students of education;

- acquiring knowledge about
various spheres of the country's life and
spheres of its life activity;

- comparison of information about
the culture of one's own country and the
countries whose language is studied [8;
9:].

From work experience, we are
convinced that there are several effective
methods that allow students to acquire
knowledge of a country science nature.
These include:

- review of the news, when students
present facts and events happening in
English-speaking countries to their
classmates;

- writing essays or works on topics
related to country studies;

- discussion of topics of a country
science nature;

- organization of contests and
quizzes, where the teacher can test the
knowledge acquired by the students.

Note that, as a rule, we start the
class with a short report by one of the
students, in which the student reveals
interesting news or facts from one of the
English-speaking countries. At the same
time, in order to systematize knowledge at
the beginning of the semester, we agree
that, for example, the first two months of
the academic year (September and
October) are devoted to familiarization
with the country studies of Great Britain,
and in November and December we focus
on the USA. Countries are distributed in
the same way in the second semester.
Therefore, already at the beginning of the
semester, students can choose a country
that is more interesting to them and
prepare a message.

As arule, students accompany their
speeches with bright presentations, which

allows the rest of the students to better
understand the educational material. After
the performance, feedback will be
organized to consolidate the information
received. Depending on the specifics of
the group, it can be either answers to
qguestions on the material that was
presented, or a concise retelling of the
information received. It should be noted
that, as a rule, students of non-language
faculties are given no more than 10
minutes for this type of activity, because in
most faculties, the time allotted for
studying English is very limited.

In groups where students speak
English at a level no lower than B1, it is
advisable to ask students to write an essay
or a composition. Here are some
examples of topics for essays:
"Peculiarities of the construction of the
economy and development of the USA
(England, Australia, etc.); "Relationships
and peculiarities of the partnership of the
country whose language is studied with
Ukraine", "Features of the cultural
development of English-speaking
countries", etc.

The organization of discussions, in
our opinion, is also an effective tool for
imparting knowledge of a country science
nature to students. In particular, students
are happy to discuss the following topics:

"Norms of behavior and rules of
etiquette in Ukraine and English-speaking
countries";

"Cultural realities, customs and
traditions of Ukraine and English-speaking
countries";

"Comparison of English and
Ukrainian  folklore  expressions and
slogans”;

"Advantages and disadvantages of
living in other countries."

Note that quizzes and competitions
are held at the end of the semester. Their
main purpose is a summary and generali-
zation of the material studied during the
semester. However, this method of testing
knowledge is less formal and more inter-
esting for students.
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Summarizing, we should note that
recently Ukrainian society is experiencing
more and more challenges that arise in the
field of education. If before the corona vi-
rus epidemic, one of the motivating and ef-
fective ways of studying national studies
was the academic mobility of students,
then currently the study of this material is
based mostly on the use of educational
platforms and online resources with the
help of which you can organize live com-
munication with representatives of Eng-
lish-speaking countries in real time, vari-
ous elements of informal education All
these factors make it possible to quickly
and effectively introduce materials of a
country science nature into the general
English language course for students of
non-linguistic majors.

Discussion. Therefore, the
introduction of the country studies
component during the study of English by
students of non-linguistic specialties gives
an advantage in the future, contributes to
increasing competitiveness, both on the
Ukrainian and international labor markets,
helps in professional interaction with
colleagues from English-speaking
countries, contributes to the formation of
knowledge of the norms and etiquette of
the country the language being studied.

The use of computer technologies,
modern  educational platforms, and
authentic materials in the educational
process allows students to fully develop
their country studies competence. All this
is possible provided that two important
factors are observed: the competence of
the teacher, who must involve each
student, and the desire and motivation of
the student.

In the future, it is planned to dwell in
more detail on the methodology of working
with texts of the country studies direction
during the teaching of English to students
of non-linguistic faculties.
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KPAI'HO:}HABLI_I_/IIZ MATEPIAN K BAXXNTMUBUA KOMMOHEHT BUBYEHHA
AHIMMIVCbKOI MOBU CTYOEHTAMUW HEMOBHUX CIMNELIAJIIbHOCTEM
fApemeHko H. B.

AHomauisi. Ha cydyacHomy emarii po3eumky cycriifiscmea aHasilcbka Moga € Heob-
XIOHOH 01151 30iUCHEHHST MKKYIbMmYPHOI KOMYHIKauii, momy ii aUB4EHHIO rnpudinsaembscs ge-
Jluka yeaea nid Jac nid2omosku cmyOeHmie HeMOBHUX crieuiaribHocmeu. Pa3om i3 mum,
Hapa3si He0ocmamHbO 3Hamu MiflbKU JIEKCUKY ma 2paMamuky aHanitcbKoi Mmosu, adxe rnio
yac crinkysaHHsi HeobxiOHO po3ymimu Kyribmypy ma ocobsiugocmi KpaiHu 3 rpedcmasHu-
Kamu sikoi 8i0bysaembcs criifnikyeaHHS. Memoto OaHoi nybnikayii € 0ogedeHHs HeobxiOHOCMi
eriposad)xeHHs1 Mamepiarny 3 KpaiHo3Haecmea rid Yac euknadaHHs aHailicbKoi Mogu cmy-
OeHmaM HEeEMOBHUX crieuyiaribHocmel ma euC8imiieHHs1 e/1acHo20 00cgidy 3 Ub020 Mu-
maHHs. [1i0 yac HayKog0o20 rMowlyKy eUKopucmosysarsnucsi maki Memoou siK aHarsli3 HayKogo-
nedazo2iyHoi nimepamypu, y3az2anbHEHHS, CUHMe3 ma ¢hopMyrnto8aHHs 8UCHOBKI8. Y po-
6omi suceimrneHo nidxoou 0o KpaiHoO3Hascmea siK Hayku (OucyunisiHa cyMikHa 3 Memoou-
KOK 8UKraldaHHS1 IHO3eMHUX MO8 ma CripsiMogaHa Ha 8UBYEeHHSs 3a2allbHUX 3aKOHOMIPHOC-
meu po38UMKY 8esIUKUX pe2ioHie; ducyuriiiHa, Memoro SIKOI € sUBYEHHS 8i0ibpaHoi ma op-
2aHi308aHoi CyKyrnHOCMi eKOHOMIYHUX, ICMOPUYHUX, coyiaribHO-MoIiMUYHUX, 2eoepagidHux
ma IHWUX 3HaHb, 5IKi Mog’sa3aHi 3i 3amicmomM ma ocob1ueocmsaMuU MOBHO20 CriifIKy8aHHS HO-
ciie Mosu mouwj0). YcmaHoerieHo, wo 018 30iiCHEHHS €gbeKmMUBHO20 8UKIalaHHS Mamepi-
arny KpaiHo3Hag4o20 xapakmepy HeobxiOHO rposodumu pemesibHUlU 8i0bip Hag4aribHO20
Mamepiany (icmopudyHux mekcmis, inrocmpauitiHux Mmamepiarie, aydio ma gideo mamepia-
nig), 8 sKux rpedcmassieHo crieyugbiky miei Yu IHWoIl aH2r1oMO8HOI KpaiHu. [nis rpyHmos-
HO20 3aC80€HHS 3HaHb OOUINIbHO MaKOX 8UKOHy8amu eripasu Oris Kpauwjo2o oraHyeaHHs
Hag4yaslbHUM MamepiasioM (acrekmo-cripsiMo8aHi, aHanimu4yHi ma MOBJIeHHESI erpasu,
CripsiMogaHi Ha 080s100iHHSI JTIH280KpaiHO3Ha84YUM YUmMaHHSIM ma ernpasu, HauineHi Ha go-
PMYy8aHHS YMIHHS rfiaHyeamu YumadHs, ¢hopMysamu mexHiKuU fliH280KpaiHoO3Hag4yo20 Yu-
maHHs ma 30ilCH8amu caMOKOHMpPOsib). BuceimneHo enacHuUli 0ocsid suknadaHHS ma-
mepiany KpaiHo3Hagyoz20 cripsiMyeaHHsi cmyO0eHmam HeMO8HUX crieujasibHocmeu (rnid2o-
moeka dornoesideli ma npe3eHmauiti, HarnucaHHs ece Ha 8i0roegiOHi memMamuku, opa2aHi3auisi
ouckycil).

Knroyoei cnoea: kpaiHo3Haecmeo, KpaiHo3Hasyuli Mamepiarn, cmyOeHmMu HEMOBHUX
crieyianbHocmeu, suknadaHHS aHanilcbKoi MoauU.
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