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TRICHOTOMY PERFECT/NATIVE/FOREIGN LANGUAGE
IN ANCIENT WORLD 

Lidiya Svarychevska 
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The article examines the notion of ‘perfect language’ in connection with notions ‘native’ and 
‘foreign’ language in ancient scholars’ interpretation. It is primarily concentrated on the works by 
Aristotle, Plato, Sextus Empiricus and Varro as representatives of various philosophical schools. The 
notion of ‘perfect language’ is disclosed via ethnical and ideal dimensions.  

Key words: perfect language, native language, barbarian language. 
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