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PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PEDAGOGICAL ASPECTS
OF IMPLEMENTING FOREIGN APPROACHES TO

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING OF SOCIAL WORKERS

Abstract. Progressive ideas of foreign experience in the professional training of social 
workers in European countries have been highlighted. Psychological and pedagogical 
approaches to implementation of the main foreign approaches to the development and 
modernization of social workers’ professional training in the educational environment of 
Ukraine have been characterized. It has been determined that the following tendencies are 
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peculiar to modern social education of many European countries: variation approach, 
autonomy of higher education institutions, international integration, individualized 
education, cooperation of educational institutions and social establishments, 
interdisciplinary character of education content etc.

It has been defined that professional training of social workers in Europe varies in 
different countries. There may be found numerous approaches and curricula structures. In 
taking the applicant to the school or faculty of social workers’ training attention is paid to 
applicant’s experience, ability to do the job, and interest in the field. It has been determined 
that future social workers have to be communicable, able to overcome the psychological 
barriers in communication with other people, neat, polite, able to work in a team, willing to 
learn. The terms «modernization», «reformation», «development», «modification»,
«transformation» have been singled out as the most widely used in modern social workers’
education in Europe. Three trends of modernization of social workers’ education in 
European countries have been discovered (structural reorganization of social work spheres 
of influence, reformation of professional training curricula in different spheres of social 
work, and the development of social work professional education). 

Keywords: professional training of social workers, international standards of social 
education, modernization of social education, international cooperation.
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