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THE PECULIARITIES OF GERMAN AND AUSTRIAN
UNIVERSITIES’ DEVELOPMENT IN THE 18TH CENTURY

Abstract. The peculiarities of German and Austrian universities’ development in the 
18th century have been considered. Active interference of the state into the universities’
activity has been defined as the main characteristic feature of modernized German and 
Austrian universities of the Enlightenment. The universities of Halle and Goettingen have 
been given as an example of such positive influence. The experience of modernization 
process of Austrian universities in the 18th century, its advantages and disadvantages have 
been analyzed. The experience of German universities has been illustrated as example of
common problems and tendencies of European university education in general. It has been 
revealed that preconditions for the formation of the so-called «classical university», an 
idea of which was later declared and put into practice, appeared on the German lands.

The peculiarities of German universities’ activities have been defined. Among them 
are: traditional privileges of self-government given by the state; academic freedom; 
judicial immunity of scientists; updated teaching practice; a number of new disciplines; 
improved teaching methods; developed technical resources of universities due to state 
funding.

It has been defined that Austria chose slightly different way of university 
modernization. University education became extremely strictly regulated by the state, all 
elements of the corporatism were eliminated, and freedom of teaching and learning was 
limited. Experience of the Austrian monarchy suggests that strict government regulation 
adversely affects the development of universities. However, despite the shortcomings, 
Austrian universities of the analyzed period had their advantages, since they implemented 
progressive ideas into practice. 

Key words: university, the Enlightenment, Kingdom of Prussia, Austrian monarchy, 
university education reform.

Bibliography
1. Kachmar V. P. Lviv University in the middle ages (history, science, figures) / 

V. P. Kachmar // Kameniar. – 2010. – 1–2. – S.1–2.
2. Cubberley E. P. The History of Education / E. P. Cubberley. – Cambridge, MA : 

Riverside Press, 2004. – P. 234–238.
3. Hammerstein N. Education and Science through 15–17 centuries /

N. Hammerstein. – Oldenburg : Oldenbourg Verlag, 2003. – P. 39–42. 
4. Schindling A. Education and Science in Early Modern Europe 1650-1800 / Anton 

Schindling. – 2. Aufl. – München : Oldenburg. 1999. – P. 87–91.
5. Schübl E. The university building in the Second Republic / E. Schübl. – Wien : 

Verlag Berger Horn, 2005. – S. 321–327.

33


