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Abstract. The purpose of this study was to investigate different types of measurements by image analysis technique using Image
Pro Plus program for determination of surface degradation during cavitation erosion testing. As a refractory concrete, low cement
castable was synthesized, cured, and then sintered at 1600 °C. Mass loss and surface degradation of investigated samples were
monitored during three hours of exposure to the cavitation erosion testing. Two different approaches using image analysis for surface
degradation determination were applied: manual and automatic. The results obtained by those different approaches were similar.
Cavitation damage test is usually used for metallic materials. Due to the fact that development and design of modern materials moves
in direction of replacement metallic components with composite and ceramic materials, the idea of this study was to investigate
possible application of refractory concrete in the extreme conditions of exposure to the cavitation. Usual method for monitoring the
material degradation during the cavitation is measuring the mass loss. Novelty of this study is implementation of image analysis for
monitoring the level of surface degradation during the cavitation resistance testing. Both methods are non-destructive.
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AnHoTanms. llenpl0 MaHHOTO HCCIEOBAaHMS SIBISCTCS H3YUCHHE HM3MEPEHHMH Ha OCHOBE TEXHHMKH aHAIN3a H300pakKeHHs C
UCIIOJIb30BaHHeM Tnporpammbl Image Pro Plus, xortopas ucmonb3yercs i ONpPEASNCHHs BHEIIHEH [erpajallii HCIBITaHHUSA
KaBUTAlLIMOHHOH 3po3ueil. B kauecTBe 00pasiia ucmosp3oBaics OETOH U3 OTHEYIIOPHOTO CTPOUTEILHOro MaTtepuaina. [Totepst Macchl 1
BHEIIHsS Jlerpajanusi oO0pa3loB KOHTPOIMPOBAJIAachk B TEUYEHHE TPEX YacOB BO3IEHCTBUS KAaBUTAIMOHHOI 3po3um. s aHanm3za
N300paKeHUs OMpeNeNIeHNsT BHEIIHEeW Jerpajaliyl HCHONb30BAINCH JBa MOAXOAA: PYYHOH M aBTOMAaTHYecKHid. Pesynbrathl,
MIOJTy4eHHbIE B UTOTE, OBUTH MOZOOHBIMU. VICIIBITaHHE KaBUTAIMOHHOTO ITOBPEXICHHUS OOBIYHO HCIIONIB3YETCS TSI METAJUIMIECKIX
MaTepuanoB. B cBsa3u ¢ pasBuTHeM, OU3alilH MaTepHAIOB IIEPEMEILACTCS B CTOPOHY 3aMEHbl METaUIMYECKUX KOMIIOHEHTOB
KOMIO3UTHBIMH M K€PaMHYECKHMH MaTepHanamu. B paboTe mccremyercss BO3MOXKHOCTh HCIIOJIB30BaHUS OETOHA U3 OTHEYIIOPHOTO
CTPOUTENFHOTO MaTephaja B YCIOBHSX KaBHUTAIMOHHOW 3po3uu. OOBMHO Ui KOHTPOJSA JErpajallii B TeUeHHE KaBUTAIUH
UCTIOJIBb3YETCSl METOJ, OCHOBAaHHBIM Ha M3MEPEHUH MaccoBOW mnotepu. llpemiaraercss HOBBII METOJA, OCHOBAaHHBIM Ha aHalIM3e
U300paXkeHHsl A1 KOHTPOJIS YPOBHSI BHEIIHEH Jerpafalii B TEUSHUE WCIBITAHUS KaBUTAIMOHHOTO compotuBieHus. Ob6a merona
OTHOCATCS K HEPa3PyLIAOLIUM.

KiroueBble cJioBa: COIIPOTHUBJICHUEC KaBUTAITMOHHOM Op0O3uH, aHajn3 M3o6pa>|<eHm(; 06eTOH OIrHEYIIOPHOI'0 CTPOUTEIBHOT'O
Marepuaia
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AmnoTamist. MeToro 1aHOTO JOCITI/KEHHS € BUBYCHHS BUMIpIB Ha OCHOBI TEXHIKH aHANI3y 300pa)KeHHSI 3 BHKOPUCTAHHSIM IIPOTPaMI
Image Pro Plus, sika BUKOpPHCTOBYETHCS [UIS BH3HA4YEHHS 30BHINIHBOI Jerpajamii BUIPOOYBaHHS KaBiTaIl[iHHOIO eposicro. Y sKocCTi
3pa3Kka BHKOPHCTOBYBABCSI OCTOH 3 BOTHETPHMBKOIO OyIiBeIbHOro Marepiaixy. Brpata Macm i 30BHIIIHS Jgerpajiaris 3paskiB
KOHTPOJIIOBAIACS MPOTATOM TPHOX FOJMH BIUTUBY KaBiTaliitHO1 epo3ii. st aHamizy 300paykeHHsI BU3HAYCHHS 30BHIIIHBOI Aerpaaartii
BUKOPUCTOBYBAJIUCA IBa MiIXOAW: PyYHHH 1 aBTOMAaTW4HUI. Pe3ynpraTn, oTpuMaHi B miACyMKy, Oynu moaiOHuMu. BunpoOyBaHHS
KaBiTaliHOTO YIIKOKCHHS 3BHYAfHO BUKOPUCTOBYETHCS UL METAJICBHX MaTepiaiiB. Y 3B'SI3Ky 3 PO3BUTKOM, AM3aifH MaTepiajiB
MepeMinyeTbesi yOiK 3aMiHM METaJIeBUX KOMIIOHEHTIB KOMIIO3UTHUMH W KEepaMiYHHMH MarepianamMu. Y poOOTi JOCIHIIKYEThCS
MOXKJIMBICTh BHKOPHCTaHHS OETOHY 3 BOTHETPHBKOrO OyHiBENFHOTO Marepially B yMOBax KaBiTamiiHOi epo3sii. 3BHYalHO IS
KOHTPOJIIO Jierpasanii IpoTsIroM KaBiTallil BAKOPHCTOBYETHCS METO], 3aCHOBaHMH Ha BUMipi MacoBoi BTpaty. [IponoHyeThest HOBUIA
METO/]], 3aCHOBAaHMI Ha aHami3i 300pakeHHs ISl KOHTPOJIO PiBHS 30BHIIIHBOI Jierpajanii IpoTaroM BUIIPOOYBaHHS KaBiTal[IHOTO
onopy. OGHIBa METOAN BiJHOCATHCS 10 HE PYHHYIOUHX.

KirouoBi cioBa: omip kaBiTamiitHo1 epo3ii, aHaii3 300pakeHHs; 0ETOH BOTHETPUBKOTO OYIiBEIFHOTO MaTepiary

Introduction and cavitation erosion mechanisms of technical ceramics
is of importance for improving their performances in real
applications. Cavitation erosion usually involves an
attack on the surface by gas or vapor bubbles. This attack
is creating a sudden collapse due to a change in pressure
near the surface. Low pressure (below the saturated
vapor pressure) is generated hydrodynamically, due to
various flow parameters, such as liquid viscosity,
temperature, pressure and nature of flow. This
deterioration is initiated by a sudden surge of bubbles
harming the surface, and resulting in deformation, as well
as pitting [5-7].

Image analysis is an important non-destructive method
for assessing damage of the materials. Due to image
analysis, more systematic and more accurate measurements
have become possible. Therefore, more objective
characterization of refractory concrete related to material
properties is provided. Evaluation of various concrete
properties, as well as the effect of external influences on
the microstructure of concrete, can be investigated using
these non-destructive methodologies.

Image analysis is powerful tool for many applications
including surface degradation determination. The Image
Pro Plus is one of the programs which allow performing

such type of measurements. This special program for Experimental

treatment and analysis of image recognizes and enables Materials
work in all known formats of images (TIFF, JPEG, BMP, ) )
TGA). It automatically performs image analysis- Samples of refractory composite material, low

measures, counts and classifies all data obtained by  cement castable, were used to measure damage caused by
analyzing objects. The advantage of Image Pro Plus is its the cavitation.

compatibility with Excel that provides transfer of the Low cement high alumina refractory concrete (LCC)
obtained results to excel, so further analysis and  Was prepared by using the commercially available raw
calculation can be performed[1-4]. materials (Almatis, Germany). Tabular alumina (T-60)

Degradation of ceramic materials can be caused by ~ Wwith maximum particle size of 5 mm was used as an
many factors such are: thermal shock, cavitation erosion, aggregate, while the fine fractions of tabular alumina, 5

chemical influence (by acids, bases, salts, slags, liquid ~ Wt. % of high alumina cement (CA-270) as hydraulic
metalls etc.). In this paper degradation caused by binder, reactive alumina as a component of ultra-fine
cavitation erosion was monitored. filler (CL-370) and 1 wt. % dispersing alumina as an

Cavitation, i.e. the appearance of vapor cavities inside ~ additive (ADS-3 and ADW-1) were used as components
an initially homogeneous liquid medium, occurs in very of the matrix. All fractions of matrix components lesser
different situations. Hence, the study of the cavitation than 45 pm constitute 35 % of concrete mixture.
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Optimum particle packing, and therefore maximum
density and sufficient porosity, that allows concrete
flowing and placing with slight water addition are
achieved by adjustment of the particle size distribution to
the theoretical curve based on the modified Andreassen’s
packing model, with the distribution coefficient (q) of
0.25, maximum grain size of 5 mm, continuous particle
size distributions and dry mixture density of 3.75 g/cm?.

The concrete was mixed with 4.67 wt. % of water
(dry basis) dispersed with 0.05 % solution of citric acid.
Namely, citric acid acts both as dispersing agent and
additive to slow down concrete hardening (retarder).
Since contents of water and cement were 4.67 wt. % and
5 wt. %, respectively, it corresponded to a water/cement
ratio (w/c) of 0.934. This value satisfies requirement of
w/c = 1, typically used for the low cement concrete
preparation.

First, dry components were mixed and afterwards
deffloculant containing water was added; stirring
continued until the appropriate consistency was achieved.
The wet concrete mixture was cast in steel moulds by
vibration in order to support removement of trapped air
bubbles out of the concrete and to ensure easier flowing
of wet concrete mixture. The cubes of 4 mm edge length
were prepared for testing. After 24 hours, samples were
demoulded. The prepared specimens were cured for 24
hours in the moisture saturated environment at room
temperature and subsequently dried at 105°C for another
24 hours. Finally, they were sintered at temperature of
1600°C with the dwell time of three hours and cooled
down to the room temperature inside the furnace.

Methods
Cavitation erosion testing

Modified Vibratory Cavitation Test Method was used
for conducting the laboratory testing of the cavitation
resistance. The set up consists of: a high frequency
generator of 360 W, an electro-strictive transducer, a
transformer for mechanical vibrations and a water bath
containing the test specimen. Cavitation erosion testing
was accomplished by utilizing the recommended
standard values:

* Frequency of mechanical vibration: 20+0.2 kHz;

» Amplitude of mechanical vibrations at the top of the
transformer: 502 um;

» Gap between the test specimen and the transformer:
0.5 mm;

» Temperature of water in the bath: 25+1 °C;

* Ordinary water flow: from 5 to 10 ml/s.

The same conditions developed for metallic materials
testing were applied to the refractory concrete with high
content of alumina investigated in this research. These
parameters were controlled throughout the testing
process [8-10]. The test specimen was placed under the
transformer with a gap of 0.5 mm. The cavitation damage
level was determined by monitoring the mass loss and
the surface degradation during the experiment. The mass
loss of the test specimens was determined by analytical
balance with an accuracy of + 0.1 mg. Before being
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weighted, the test specimens were dried in dryer at 110
°C until the constant mass. The measurements were
performed after each 30 minutes of subjecting test
specimens to the cavitation. Total duration of the
cavitation tests was 3 hours.

Image analysis

Image analysis, as non-destructive method for macro
and micro structural characterization, was added to the
standard laboratory procedure in order to monitor surface
erosion caused by the cavitation and to determine level of
surface damage. The sample surfaces were colored by
blue in order to obtain better resolution and to make
difference between damaged and undamaged surface
more distinctive. Photographs of the sample surfaces
were analyzed by Image Pro Plus, special software
program that enables work in all known formats of
images (TIFF, JPEG, BMP, TGA...). It automatically
measures, counts and classifies all obtained data about
analyzed objects. Program communicates directly with
Excel, thus enabling statistical and graphical treatment of
data. Results were presented as surface erosion ratio
during the testing time.

Results and discussion

Figure 1 presents images of the samples sintered at
1600 °C before and during the cavitation erosion testing.
Theinitialdegradationofthesamplescanbeobserved.

Fig. 1. Images of the samples sintered at 1600 °C during
cavitation erosion testing:

a) before testing, b) after 60 min, and c¢) after 120 min
Mass loss

The total duration of the cavitation erosion testing
was 150 minutes.

As the samples with high content of alumina were
used, water absorption was expected and proved since it
was about 4.5 % for all tested samples. After the first
cycle of cavitation experiment, mass of the samples was
increased, due to the water absorption. With the aim to
quantify expected mass loss, samples were dried at 110
°C until the constant mass after every cycle of the
cavitation experiment. In this way it was possible to
follow behavior of the material and expected mass loss
during the experiments is presented in Figure 2.

Masses of the testing samples were measured by
analytical balance with an accuracy of +0.1 mg. The
measurements were performed after subjecting samples
to cavitation erosion testing for each 30 minutes.
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Fig. 2. Mass lossduring cavitation erosion testing

According to the results presented in Figure 2, small
change in mass was observed for the samples sintered at
1600 °C. Also, linear trend of the curve that presents
dependency of mass loss with duration of cavitation
experiment was observed. Slope of the curve shows
velocity of the cavitation erosion, while the intercept on
the abscissa presents an indicator of the incubation
period, which means time elapsed from the beginning of
the testing to the beginning of the material destruction.
Calculated values of cavitation erosion velocity is very
small (0.013 mg/min), which indicate that the material is
with good cavitation resistance. The incubation periods
of 0.29 min is considered as short. Strong correlation
between mass loss and time of the experiment can be
observed.

Surface degradation

Optical microscopy technique was applied to analyze
the effect of the erosion and to interpret the results of
cavitation erosion testing. Image Pro Plus Program was
used for determination of the surface deterioration level.
For better differentiation between damaged and non-
damaged surface areas, observed surfaces of the samples
were covered with chalk. Damaged area was blue and
non-damaged area was white. Determination of the
damaged area was performed manually.

Erosion ring diameter and erosion ring area

The samples exposed to cavitation erosion testing
(Figure 1) were also monitored in order to measure the
diameters and area of the erosion ring region. These
measurements were performed using the following steps:

Step 1: Taking the appropriate micrographs which
include erosion ring area.

Step 2: Measurements of ring diameter.

At this point two types of measurements were taken:
the diameter d; and the diameter d, of the cavitation ring
erosion measured using Image Pro Plus Program. The
effective diameter of each ring is calculated according to
the equation (1):
d- d, +d,

> (1)
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Step 3: The effective area of the erosion ring
calculated using measured values of diameter explained
by Step 2, equation (2):

P, =nd,d,/4 2

Step 4: Measurement using Image Pro Plus program
to determine the average erosion surface area of the ring
(Pmean)-

Measurements for average diameter of erosion ring
were taken into after 60 and 120 minutes of cavitation
testing.

Average erosion surface area was determined using
two approaches. First approach included previous ring
diameter measurements, and second was to determine
ring area surface automatically, as ring area.

The obtained results using three different approaches-
manual, with ring diameter and with ring surface, are
given in Figure 3.
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Fig. 3. Surface degradation during cavitation erosion
testing using different measurements

Level of surface degradation, caused by cavitation
erosion, was defined as portion of damaged (P) and
undamaged surface area (P,), and quantified by software
program for image analysis.

Obtained results show good correlation of surface
degradation level with time of exposure to the cavitation
as well as linear trend. Surface degradation level was
below 25 % after 150 minutes of exposure to the
cavitation erosion testing. Changes in surface
degradation level are in accordance with the presented
mass loss. It is obvious that the samples sintered at 1600
°C exhibited small damage during the testing. Also,
presented results suggested that these samples could be
very good candidate for application where the cavitation
resistance is required.

Conclusion

Implementation of image analysis for surface
degradation determination during cavitation erosion
testing was presented. Theobtainedresultsare as follows:

- Manual measurements can provide more
accurate results, but the process is slower.
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- Automatic approach is very fast. Using this

approach ring diameter and ring surface can be
measured.
Differences between the results obtained by
various approaches were grater at the beginning
of the cavitation erosion testing, and automatic
method did not include initial degradation of the
sample. For longer experiment time, the
differences between results obtained by various
approaches were negligible.
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