[I-p Moxammea Kacem A/Ib-ACAA/I,

HadseuyaliHuli i lNogHosaxHull [ocon ManecmuHu e YkpaiHi

JEPZKABA ITAJIECTUHA

ajleCTUHa — 3eMJid HeOeCHWX PpeJirii i KoJaucka JIojl-

cpkoi 1uBisizanii. ¥ Ilasectuni Bce CBiUNTD PO JIOBTY Ta

CKJIQ/IHY iCTOPiO Iiiel 3eMJIi, AKa MOYMHAETHCA 1Ie 3 JI0iCTO-
PUYHUX 4YaciB.

[TanecTHa Mae Be/MKe 3HAUYEHHS [T TTOCJIi/IOBHUKIB TPbOX pe-
JITiH: iymaisMmy, XpucTusiHCTBa Ta icaamy. IIpo BaskuBicTh 1iiei 3em-
Ji cBiuuTh i Te, 1m0 Ha Teputopii IlasecTuHU NPOTATOM iCTOPUYHO-
rO TIOCTYIy JIIOJICTBA BUPINIYBAJIUCh KOHPJIKTH, sIKi BUHUKAIN Ha
pediriitHomy rpyHnti. Il cBaTa 3emisst npuHecsaa BCbOMY CBITY 60-
JKeCTBeHHY MMJIICTD i 6arofarh yepe3 Hapo/KeHHs Icyca Xpucra.

[Tasectnna mocigae ocobauBe Micie me i Tomy, mo TyT leyc
XpucToc posIoyaB i 3aKiHUMB CBOIO JIIOJCHKY ITPOIOBIIHUIBKY Jli-
SAJBHICTD, HECyuM CBill Xpect, Ha sikomy Bin GyB posin’aruii. Ha 1iii
3emsi Bin 6yB moxosauwmii i Ha 1miit 3emsi Bin Bockpec.

V¥ IManectuni sHaxoauTbes HaiijaBHille micTo y cBiti — CpHXOH.
[Ipotsirom cBoeT icTopii Ha iforo Tepeni icHyBasio Gisbine 20 1UBiTi3aILiii.

[Tasectuna — G6GJarocjoOBeHHA 3eMJIS /IS MYCYJIbMaH i XPUCTH-
gH, BoHa 6araro pasiB 3rajana B Kopami.

HepxaBy [lamectuny i Ykpainy iCTOpUYHO NOB’A3YIOTb JPY»KHi
BigHocunu. [lep:xaBa IlasiectrHa 3aBx/au cTaBUIacs 10 YKpaiHu SIK
JI0 CBOrO CTPATErivHOro IapTHepa, a yKpaiHlli HMiATPUMyBaJIU I1aJIec-
TUHCbKUI HApOJ| y MOro MparHeHHi 0 He3aJjexkHocTi. OpHuM i3 cBijl-
YeHb TaKOT MiITPUMKH cTasio ypouncte Biakputtd 15 skoBtHa 2001 po-
Ky IloconberBa [lanectunn B Ykpaini. Ile BijinmpaBHa Touka /17151 HOBOT
€MoX1 MiKHAPOJHUX, MOJITUYHAX i eKOHOMIYHUX B3a€EMUH.

15 sxoras 2001 poky Oyso Biakputo Ioconberso Ilanectunn
B Ykpaini Ta akpeauToBano oro BucokomnoBakuicts Ilana Bamiga
3akyrto six HapnszsuuaitHoro i IloBroBaskHoro Ilocma Ilasectunu B
Yxpaini. [TocomberBo Ilanectuan B Ykpaini 3aliMaeTbcs AuriioMa-
TUYHOIO [isJIBHICTIO, HAJATO/PKEHHAM IOJITUYHUX, E€KOHOMIUHUX,
CYCITIJIBHUX i coliaJlbHUX 3B’13KiB. 3a I1ell Yac HaM BJAJIOCs JIOCST-
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TH BEJIMKUX YCIiXiB y JBOCTOPOHHIX BiJJHOCMHAX AK Ha JACPXKaAaBHOMY
piBHI, TaK i Ha piBHI B3aeMOAil 3 I'POMa/ICBKUMU OpraHisaiigaMu ta
naptisgmu, odiliiHIMI CTPYKTypaMu YKpaiHu, peJiriifHuMu opra-
Hizanisgmu. Ha ITocosbcTBO 1OKJIa/IeHa Micis i3 BUPillIEHHST KOHCYJIb-
CbKHUX IMHUTaHb, IO BUHUKAIOTL y rpoMazsH epxasu Ilanecruna.
lonouum saBmanusaM [locosbcTBa € 3MilHEHHS YKpaiHCbKO-TIAJec-
TUHCDKUX [JUIIJIOMaTUYHMUX, NOJITMYHUX BignocuH. IIpeacraBHUKH
[ToconbeTBa peryagpHO MPOBOJAATH 3YCTPidi 3 JijlepaMu BCiX TOJi-
TUYHUX CHUJI SIK MTapJIaMEeHTCbKUX, TaK i To3anapjaMeHTCbkuX. Bysn
mpoBesieHi 3ycTpiui 3 ycima peririianMu KoHdecismu Yxpainu.
Tinbku 3a ocTaHHill Yac HaM B/AJIOCSI OPraHi3yBaTH KiJbKa Bi3UTIB
no Hepsxkabu llanectuna. Hamy gepskaBy BijiBijiaB, 30Kkpema, 3a-
CTYIIHUK MiHiCTpa 3aKOPJOHHUX clipaB YKpaiHu €Bren MUKHUTEHKO
Ta iHmi ykpaiHcbki Bucokorocaoslli. [loconbcTBo Ilasectunu mi-
KJIYETBCSI TIPO 3aXUCT IpaB, CBOOOJ i 3aKOHHUX iHTEpeciB IaJec-
TUHCBKOTO 3eMJISAITBA B YKpaiHi, 0 sIKOTO BXOJAUTH OJM3bKO 3 THC.
0ci6. 3ae6iJbIIoro 1e CTY/IEHTU TEXHIUHUX i MeAWYHUX BUIIiB.
JKOJIHOIO pasdy He 4yB BiJl HUX CKapr HI0J0 HEAOTPUMAaHHA IXHIX
mpaB Ta cBOOO UM BUMAAKiB apabodobii.

[Torentian st 3pocTaHHsl PiBHSA YKPaiHCbKO-11AJeCTUHCHKOT
cuiBnpaili Besnve3Huii. barato pokiB B3aeMois MiX HalllMMHU Kpa-
iHaMu po3BUBaJacd y Pi3HUX HAIpsIMax, OAHI€0 3 HalyCIiNIHiINX
6yJsia i 3aJIMIIAETHCS CITiBIPAlls B Taly3i OCBITH i, BApTO BiJI3HAYUTH,
mo y BH3 Ykpaiau 6yn0o migAroroBjieHo BeJWYe3HY KiJbKiCTh MpO-
(eciitnux kanpiB amsa Ilanecrnan. Hama gepskaBa odirtiitHo KoH-
TakTye Oisbmt gK 3 50-Ma ykpaiHchbkuMu BumamMu Kuesa, Xapkosa,
Onecn Ta 6araTbox iHIIMX MICT.

BurnyckHUKY yKpPaTHCBKUX BHUIIUX HABYAJbHUX 3aKJa/iB 06iliMa-
10Tb BUCOKI nlocaju B Jlep:kasi [lasnecruna. ¥ namiii kpaiHni € coios Bu-
[IYCKHUKIB YKpaiHCbKMX HaBYAJbHUX 3aKJa/iB, SIKUI aKTUBHO CIIiBII-
paitfoe 3 BuliaMu Ykpainu. 3apa3 B Ykpaini HaBuaerbed 2000 mnagec-
TUHCBKHUX CTY/IEHTiB, 1110 CBi/IYUTb IIPO BUCOKHII PiBeHb BUKJIAQJAHHS Y
Bamiit kpaini. IlasectuHebKi mikapi, iHXKeHepH, SKi OTPUMATHM OCBITY
B YKpaiHi, BBaKaIOTbcs (haxiBISIMI BUCOKOTO PiBHS. YKpaiHa TpuBa-
6JII0€ HAIMX CTY/EHTIiB Ie i THM, 1[0 y Balliil Jep:kaBi Ha BigMiHy
BiJl IGAKUX IHIINX KPAiH MPAKTUYHO HEMAE O3HAK PACHU3MY.

CriBnipans Misk HammMu KpaiHaMu He OOMEXYETbCsS TibKu ce-
pOI0 OCBiTH, HHHI BEJMKHW IIporpec y B3a€MOBiHOCHMHAX BiJA4yT-
HUI y Taay3i TypuctudHoro 6i3Hecy. MiHicTepcTBO TypusMy i crapo-
skutHocTell [lasecTunn 1mopoky 6epe y4acTb y BHCTaBIli <«YKpaiHa:
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[MaHopama Bicprieemy
Bethlehem Overlook

Misknapoauuii Typuctuynuii canon». [lep:xasa Ilanectuna myske npu-
BabJIMBA JIJIS TYPU3MY, a TAJIeCTHHIL J100PO3UYINBUN i TOCTUHHWIA Ha-
pon. Jep:xasa I[lasectuna Garato B YoMy YHiKaJIbHA, aJKe TYT MOXK-
Ha JIOTOPKHYTHUCS /IO CIIPAaBAKHbOI icTopii. ByiacHe HasBu MicT roBOpsITH
cami 3a cebe — Epycasum, Bidueem, Epuxon ta in. Kpim toro, Tyr
BU MOKeTe CKYIITYBaTH aBTEHTUYHY CXiJIHY KYXHIO. Y 3BSI3Ky i3 3a-
MPOBa/IzKeHHIM 6e3Bi30BOro peskumy Jiuiie Topik /lepskapy Ilamectuna
BizBiaso monas 130 Trcsy yKpaiHIliB, i MU criofiBaeMocs Ha 11ie 6iJTb-
1Iy KiJbKicTb TYpPHUCTiB 3 YKpainu.

[Tanectuna, gk i YkpaiHna, arpapHa KpaiHa i 1ie 11e OuH HaIlpsiM
B3a€MO/Ii1 Mi’K HAIIMMHU JlepsKaBaMU, MU CIIO/[iBaEMOCS Ha TJIMOOKY
chiBIpamio y il raaysi. 3apagaxu kaimary (Hama gepskaBa posra-
moBaHa B paiioni Cepe/nzeMHOMOP’S i Ma€e XapaKTepHUU TOMipHUA
MOPChKMIi KaiMaT) skutesti [laaecTuHr MaoTh MOXK/IMBICTH 306UpaTi
KiJibKa Bpo)kaiB Ha pik. Hampuksaj, BCecBiTHbO Bi/loMe Hallle OJIMB-
KOBe BUPOOHMIITBO, BPOXKAi 3 IUTPYCOBUX TIJIAHTAIlill, OBOYiBHU-
I[TBO, KBITHUKAPCTBO. YKpaiHa HaC MPUBAOJIOE TUMK TaTy3sIMU, SIKi
TYT PO3BUHEHI CUJBHIIIE, Hi’)K y HAC, 30KpeMa MamuHOOYyBaHHSIM,
MeTayprieo, BHPOOHUIITBOM OPraHiYHUX i HEOPraHiuHUX JOOPHB.

YkpaiHa BBakaeTbcs NMPUBAGINBOIO KPATHOIO [/ TAJIECTHHIIB
3 morssiny Benenus 6izuecy. /lo peui, 3Ha4Ha KiJbKicTh Hammx 6i3-
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HECMEHIB y:Ke TpaIooTh B YKpaini. O6¢car ToBapoo6iry Mixk Halu-
MM KpalHaMM 3pOCTae LMIOPOKY 1 1ie, He3BaKalouu Ha Te, 110 iCHYIOTh
00’eKTUBHI TepeTioHn y Be/ieHHi GizHecy 3 OOKy TpeTix gepskaB. Mu
TaK CaMO CIIO/IiBA€EMOCS Ha YKPAiHCbKi iHBeCTHIlii B MaJECTUHCHKY
ekoHOMiKy. Ham Heo6xifHO migTpumarn mounMHaHHS Oi3HeCMeHiB
NPUITHATTSAM pillleHb HA BUCOKOMY PiBHi, 11100 PO3MIMPUTH MOXKJIU-
BOCTi JIJISI TIPE/ICTAaBHUKIB Gi3Hecy.

S mpuctynuB 0 BUKOHaHHS OOOB’AI3KiB TJIaBM JUIIJIOMATHYHOI
micii [Tanectunn B Yrpaini 2010 poxy i 3 poku BikpuBaB /g cebe
Bally kpainy. MeHi ayske IPUEMHO SKUTH i ITpALIOBaTU TYT. 3 KO-
HUM [JIHEM $ Ti3Hato A7 cebe MOoCh HOBe: KyJabTypa YKpainu, icTo-
pisi, npuposa, KyXHs i, 3BMYaifHO 3K, MEHe BPa3uB Hapo/l — BiJKpU-
THii, no6pocepaunit i roctuHHMIA. 3a 1€l yac s BiaBizaB 6araro Micr,
He TiJIbKU BeJIMKUX, i BCIOJM MeHe TOCTHHHO IpuiiMasn. A BiguyBaio
no6pe craBieHHs1 ykpainniB go epskaBu Ilanectuna Tta mepexxu-
BaHHA i CIIBUYTTA HIOAO IAJIECTMHCHKOIO NMHUTAHHA Y CBIiTi. Y MeHe
3'aBUsIOCS 6araTo 3HAWOMUX i Ipy3iB B YKpaiHi.

A 3amoBosiennii  po3BUTKOM BigHocwH MixX Ilajmectunoio Ta
YkpaiHoto MpoTsATroM OCTaHHiIX TpboxX pokiB. Y 2010 pori npuix-
Jokasta Mmimicrp typusmy llanectunu B Ykpainy i nmposesia HUBKY
3ycTpiueil, 30kpeMa 3 MiHiCTpoM KyJbTypu Ykpainu. Mu xouemo
pO3BUBATH BiJIHOCUHU B Tajy3i Hayku i HaBYyaHHA. MU IparHemo,
mo6 KiJbKiCTh CTYAEHTIB, SKi MPUTXK/KAIOTh 3400yBaTH OCBIiTY B
Yxpaini, mopoky 3pocrana. € mjaaHu BisuTy B YKpaiHy MiHicTpa
OCBITH JIJIST HaJaroyKeHHs Gijbln TicHoI criBrpaii. Mu mMaemo Ha-
Mip chopMmyBaTn BesmKy GizHec-aeserailio g odiliitHOro Bi3UTY
B Ykpainy. Cekrop la3a micas pyiiHyBaHb, 3aBlaHuUX BiliHOMO, 110-
TpeOye BiJHOBJIEeHHs, Oy/iBHUIITBA HOBUX MPUMIIIEHD, i g CHOAiBa-
10Cs, 10 YKpaiHCbKi dipMu 6paTMMyTb yd4acTb y 1bOMY Oy/iBHU-
urBi. Tomy MM 3aiikaBjieHi y [OAQJBIIOMY PO3BUTKY Bi/JIHOCHUH 3
YkpaiHoto, CIIOBHIOEMOCSI HA/li, 10 BOHU MOTJUGIIOBATUMYTbCS 3a
PaxyHOK Bi3WTiB BHCOKOIIOCTABJIEHMX UYMHOBHUKIB 3 000X CTOpiH.
Takox mato 6axxanus mob6aunTtu Hamoro IlpesumenTta B Ykpaini.

Mu sanikaBieHi y PO3BUTKY CHiBIpalli B CiJIbCBKOMY TOCIO-
NapcTBi, OyAiBHUIITBI, B Pi3HUX TaJy3sX €KOHOMiKHU i CTO/iBaeMo-
cs, 10 3 KOKHUM POKOM MH JIUIIE 3MiIHIOBATUMEMO JPYKOY MixK
Yxpainoto i [epxkasoto Ilasectuna Ta isoBi 3B’s3KH, SKi TiJbKu
3MIIHATh €KOHOMIKY HalllUX JBOX JAPY’KHIX KpaiH.
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Dr. Mohammed Kasem AL-ASAAD,

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Ambassador of Palestine to Ukraine

THE STATE OF PALESTINE

human civilization. Everything in Palestine gives witness to
a long and complicated history of this land, which goes back
to prehistoric times.

Palestine is of great significance for the adepts of three reli-
gions: Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The importance of this land
testifies to the fact that during the historical development of man-
kind the Palestinian territories were the place to resolve religious
conflicts. This holy land brought the divine mercy and grace to the
world through the birth of Jesus Christ.

Palestine occupies a special place because here Jesus Christ
commenced and finished his field service, carrying his cross, to
which he was nailed. He was buried and upraised in this land.

Jericho, the oldest city in the world, is in Palestine. Throughout
its history over 20 civilizations existed at the Palestinian territory.

Palestine is the blessed land for Muslims and Christians; it is
repeatedly mentioned in the Koran.

The State of Palestine and Ukraine are historically bound by
friendly relations. The State of Palestine always treated Ukraine as
its strategic partner, and the Ukrainians supported the Palestinian
people in their striving for independence. One of the evidences of
such support was the opening ceremony of the Embassy of Palestine
in Ukraine on October 15, 2001. It was the benchmark to launch a
new era of international, political and economic relations.

On October 15, 2001 the Embassy of Palestine was open in
Ukraine and His Highness Mr. Walid A.A. Zaqout was accredited
as Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of Palestine to
Ukraine. The Embassy of Palestine in Ukraine is engaged in diplo-
matic activities, establishing political, economic, public and social
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relations. Within this period we managed to achieve great success
in bilateral relations at the national level and at the level of inter-
action with social agencies and political parties, official entities of
Ukraine and religious organizations. The mission of the Embassy
is to resolve consular issues arising with the citizens of Palestine.
The main objective of the Embassy is to strengthen Ukrainian-
Palestinian diplomatic and political relations. The Embassy rep-
resentatives regularly meet with the leaders of all political forc-
es, both parliamentary and extra-parliamentary. Meetings were
held with all religious confessions in Ukraine. Recently we man-
aged to arrange and hold several visits to the State of Palestine.
Yevhen Mykytenko, Deputy Foreign Minister of Ukraine, and the
other Ukrainian top officials visited our state. The Embassy of
Palestine protects the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of the
Palestinian community in Ukraine, which includes about 3 thousand
persons. Most of them are students of technical and medical univer-
sities. I've never heard any complaints from them on non-compliance
with their rights and freedoms or cases of Arab phobia.

The potential for growth of Ukrainian-Palestinian coopera-
tion is tremendous. For many years cooperation between our two
countries was developed in different directions; one of the most
successful was and remains cooperation in education. It should
be noted that Ukrainian universities trained a great number of
professional cadres for Palestine. Our country has official con-
tacts with over 50 Ukrainian higher educational institutions in
Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odesa and many other cities.

Graduates from Ukrainian universities hold high positions in
the State of Palestine. The union of graduates from Ukrainian uni-
versities was formed in our country and actively cooperates with
the universities in Ukraine. At present more than 2,000 Palestinian
students study in Ukraine; this gives evidence of the excellence in
teaching in your country. Palestinian doctors and engineers trained
in Ukraine are considered highly proficient experts. Ukraine also
attracts our students by the fact that, unlike some other countries,
your country has practically no signs of racism.

Cooperation between our countries is not limited by the educational
area. At present great cooperation progress is felt in the field of tourism.
The Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities of Palestine takes part in the
annual exhibition «Ukraine: International Tourist Salon». The State of
Palestine is very attractive for tourism and the Palestinians are friendly

217



Kytouok [lepxasu ManectuHa
Corner of the State of Palestine

and welcoming people. In a sense, the State of Palestine is unique to a
large extent, because here you can touch the real history. Actually, the
city names speak for themselves — Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho and
the others. In addition, here you may enjoy authentic oriental cuisine.
In connection with the introduction of a visa-free regime, over 130,000
Ukrainians visited the State of Palestine last year and we hope for the
growing number of Ukrainian tourists.

Similar to Ukraine, Palestine is an agrarian country; this be-
ing another direction for cooperation between our countries. We be-
lieve in deep collaboration in this field. Thanks to its climate (our
state is located in the Mediterranean region and has a distinctive
mild maritime climate), the Palestinian residents can harvest sev-
eral times per year. For example, our olive production, harvest of
citrus plantations, horticulture and floriculture are well-known in
the world. Ukraine is interesting for us in those aspects that are
more advanced than ours, including machine-building, metallurgy,
production of organic and inorganic fertilizers.

Ukraine is considered an attractive country for the Palestinians
in terms of doing business. By the way, many of our business per-
sons have been already operating in Ukraine. The trade volume be-
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tween our countries is increasing every year in spite of the existing
objective obstacles to doing business from the third countries. We
also hope for Ukrainian investments in the Palestinian economy. To
expand business opportunities, we need to support the undertak-
ings of business entities by decision-making at the high level.

I took up duties at the Embassy of Palestine in Ukraine in 2010
and within 3 years I've managed to discover your country for my-
self. It is a great pleasure to live and work here. Every day I learn
something new for myself: Ukraine’s culture, history, nature, cui-
sine and, of course, I was struck by your people — open-hearted,
good-nature and hospitable. During this time I have visited many
cities, not only large, and everywhere I received cordial hospital-
ity. I feel good attitude of the Ukrainians to the State of Palestine
and emotions and compassion to the Palestinian issue in the world.
I got a lot of friends and acquaintances in Ukraine.

I am pleased with the development of the relations between
Palestine and Ukraine over the past three years. In 2010 the
Palestinian Minister of Tourism visited Ukraine and held a series
of meetings, including with the Minister of Culture of Ukraine.
We wish to develop relationships in science and education. We
strive to make the number of students who come to receive ed-
ucation in Ukraine increased annually. There are plans for the
Minister of Education to visit Ukraine and establish closer coop-
eration. We intend to form a large business delegation for an of-
ficial visit to Ukraine. After the devastation caused by war, the
Gaza Strip needs restoration, construction of new facilities and I
hope that Ukrainian companies will participate in this construc-
tion. Therefore, we are interested in the further development of re-
lations with Ukraine, we hope for their deepening through the vis-
its of senior officials from both sides. I also have a desire to see our
President visiting Ukraine.

We are interested to develop cooperation in agriculture, con-
struction, different sectors of the economy and hope that each year
we’ll foster good friendship between Ukraine and the State of
Palestine as well as business contacts to strengthen the economy of
our two friendly countries.
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