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PHILOSOPHICAL AND SOCIOCULTURAL DIMENSIONS OF 

PERSONALITY PSYCHOLOGICAL SECURITY 

Purpose. The dynamics and pace of social and economic transformations that are characteristic of modern 

society, lead to an increase in tension and the destruction of habitual stereotypes – ideals, values, norms, patterns 

of behaviour that unite people. These moments encourage us to rethink the understanding of "security" essence, 

in particular, psychological, which emphasizes the urgency of its study in the philosophical and sociocultural co-

ordinates. Theoretical basis of the research is based on the philosophical methodology of K. Jaspers, E. Fromm 

and the A. Maslow’s psychological approach to understanding of a person. Originality. Psychological security is 

considered at different levels: first and foremost, society is a characteristic of social security, that is an analysis of 

how today’s social technologies, social changes affect the quality of life of the country’s population; secondly, 

the social environment – the family, the immediate environment, reference groups, training teams; thirdly, a per-

son is an experience of his own security-insecurity, when it is possible to talk about the manifestations of psycho-

logical violence, when certain behavioral acts contribute to the violation of the security of the other or to self -

destruction. It is found out that the knowledge of psychological security is closely connected with the socio-

historical conditions of being, with the level of development of material and spiritual culture, with the interests 

and values prevailing in society, which determines its ontological, epistemological and axiological features. The 

presented issue is considered in the correlation of psychological security with types of scientific rationality – 

classical, nonclassical and post-nonclassical approaches, within the framework of which various perspectives, 

aspects, forms and types of psychological security are studied. Conclusions. The concept of security requires  

a systematic description of its manifestations, types, levels, concepts: security as the absence of dangers (based 

on the principle of dichotomy, that is, a certain whole consisting of two opposite parts, in th is case, the whole is 

human existence); security as a certain activity to ensure or to prevent any threats or dangers (activity approach); 

security as a conscious necessity, the value of the individual. The study systematizes various ideas about psycho-

logical security in accordance with the logic of scientific knowledge: in the mainstream of classical, non-classical 

and post-nonclassical approaches. 
Keywords: security; social security; subjective security; psychological security; educational security; philosoph-

ical and sociocultural dimensions of securities 

Introduction 

Security problems concern not only each person, but also set a number of philosophical, legal, 

political, sociological, psychological and other special issues. An analysis of modern literature 

on various aspects of the study of security problems suggests that currently security is  

a complex, interdisciplinary field of knowledge, and the role of philosophy is not only in the 

formation of a definition, although it is very relevant, but in the development of contemporary 

views and knowledge systems concerning this phenomenon at the philosophical and theoretical-

methodological levels. The need to analyze the philosophical and sociocultural foundations of 

psychological security is due to the fact that its fulfillment will allow forming not only general 

scientific propositions about such a complex social phenomenon, which is security, and, in 

particular, psychological security of the individual, but also to reveal its general properties, 

patterns of formation, development and functioning. 
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Purpose 

The purpose of the study is to analyze the philosophical and sociocultural context of the per-

sonality psychological security. 

Statement of basic materials 

In this study, a systematic, activity-based and subjective approaches are used to interpret the 

psychological security of an individual as a component of subjective security in the context of  

a philosophical and sociocultural understanding of this phenomenon. 

The concept of "safety" in philosophy for a long time was used mainly within the framework 

of political philosophy, and the priority, as a rule, was given to state security, not personal or 

public. Today, this problem is relevant for other sections of philosophical knowledge, as well as 

other branches of scientific comprehension. It is important to ascertain whether there is  

a fundamental difference between the individual security of each personality and the collective 

one (the security of the whole society, community, state, etc.). 

Most of the papers is devoted to definig the most effective methods and means for solving 

practical problems, that is, experts, talking about security, speak about specific applied 

understandings of this term: national (Belevsky, 2014), educational (Gerlach, & Gockel, 2018), 

organizational (Chen, May, Schwoerer, & Augelli, 2018), and other security features. In 

particular, studies of J. Chen, D. R. May, C. Schwoerer, B. Augelli have proved that  

a psychologically safe organizational environment determines the person’s satisfaction with job 

content and career, experiencing a sense of success (Chen, May, Schwoerer, & Augelli, 2018). 

Papers of B. Singkh, M. A. Schaffer, T. T. Selvarajan show that the resources of a person’s 

social support from the organization and community, which are defined by the person’s need for 

belonging, are indirect to psychological security of this environment (Singh, Shaffer, & 

Selvarajan, 2018). 

In scientific literature, the concept of security, as a rule, is interpreted differently: 

1) Safety as a lack of danger (based on the principle of dichotomy). The notions of "safety" 

and "danger" are dialectically interrelated characteristics in the conditions of objective reality, 

reflecting its contradictory aspects, and may be considered as socio-philosophical categories. But 

this approach does not take into account the contradictions of the object-subjective sphere of 

human activity, which is the source of any development and change. Therefore, perhaps, the 

postulate that the lack of danger is security, is not perfect and requires some clarification. Such 

condition, in which the state, society or person is not in danger, simply does not exist. 

2) Security as a certain activity to ensure or prevent threats, danger (an activity approach 

related to the level of social production, through which defensive actions are created). This 

philosophy is oriented on the value preferences of social practice (reality) and involves not only 

a certain level in realization of the essential contradictions of being, but also a concrete 

understanding of the ontological foundations in social reality. 

3) Safety as a conscious necessity, value, interest, associated with goal-setting, as the key 

value of the motivational sphere presented in the individual and social consciousness. 

All these definitions, from the point of G. G. Fesenko (2015), can be attributed to 

anthropological instrumentalism, within which security is associated with a certain historical 

practice of ensuring human life and its existence. However, security as a socio-philosophical 

category can not be considered only in the aspect of the state of security, since it is also the 

property of a certain system, and the process of social activity. 
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Philosophical generalization of different approaches was made by A. P. Kruzhkov, who 

observes: 

That security knowledge is closely connected with the socio-historical 

conditions of being, with the level of development of material and spir-

itual culture, with dominant interests and values in society, which pre-

conceives not only the diversity of points of view, explaining the phe-

nomenon of security, but also determines its ontological, epistemological 

and axiological peculiarities. (Kruzhkov, 2017, p. 360) 

The ontological aspect of security lies in the fact that security, existing in the general structure 

of being, is in various forms, which are the optimal conditions of reality as such (being of nature, 

human, social and spiritual), in which dangers are minimized. Epistemological security aspect is 

directly related to the peculiarities of its cognition. Very important thing from the point of view of 

the subject in our research, is an overview concerning the socio-philosophical heritage in the 

domain of historical reflection of the society security and personality problem (Belevsky, 2014; 

Kalashnikova, 2016). In the process of historical development, security was understood through 

sensory experience and due to rational cognition. Stored knowledge has transformed into practical 

experience and reliable one. Man and society are always striving to know the desirable conditions 

of complete absence of danger – absolute security, which is practically impossible, because the 

process of danger development as a result of human activity and objective changes in the world is 

endless. The axiological aspect of security emphasizes that security is in a number of common hu-

man values (such as goodness, truth, beauty), since it has significance for many generations of 

people, despite the fact that in different eras its cultural meaning and personal meaning were 

understood differently. Security creates optimal conditions for supporting a harmonious state of 

being and sustainable development of the society. So, the security aspects mentioned are closely 

related. Epistemological and axiological aspects form the integral structure of the theoretical 

concept of security, the foundation of which is its ontological aspect (Kruzhkov, 2017). 

Realities of contemporary times bring to the forefront not generalized values, but the safety 

and security of the life of communities, groups, individuals, regardless of their political, 

economic and national differences. Increasingly important are the issues of studying security, 

which characterize the internal state of a person, his well-being, calmness, stability, we are 

talking about psychological security, which is a manifestation of subjective one. 

Subjective security, presented in philosophical and sociocultural aspects, can be divided to  

a number of interrelated issues, such as: human perception of the state of security or threat, 

psychological mechanisms of fear formation in the social groups (Melnyk, 2017), destruction or 

manipulation with identity, civic self-awareness and the ability to self-organize the community in 

relation to external and internal threats. Modern socio-humanitarian theories have broadened the 

understanding of the subjective dimension of security by including in the analytical field the 

problems of sociocultural, psychological and phenomenological factors affecting the perception 

of the individual and social groups of their own shelteredness. 
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We see that scientists working in the field of philosophy, sociology, culturology, note that the 

psychological direction in the study of social security differs significantly from the philosophical 

one by the fact that in its course the study of security is refracted through interpersonal relations 

and the mental structure of the individual. Each individual interacts with the society, defining the 

standards and boundaries of this interaction for himself, producing mechanisms for effective 

cooperation, and if the person is not ready for mature interaction with social reality, then  

a favorable ground for individual’s desocialization and his/her further deviation is created. This 

provision emphasizes the potential of interdisciplinary research linking the psychological 

direction of studying the social security with the philosophical and sociocultural, which, in the 

face of radical changes in the modern Ukrainian society, takes on particular significance. 

The peculiarity of social security lies in the fact that this system has a "dual" nature. On the 

one hand, it is an object, that is, a person, a community, a society, demanding favorable external 

environment for their sustainable development. On the other hand, this social system has special, 

"human" qualities such as mind, will, purposefulness, which serve as a potential for protecting 

the individual from external and internal threats. In this case, this system acts as a subject. 

Consequently, the content of the social security can be regarded as a state of protection of the 

individual (community, society), not only from external, but also from the internal threats of 

human life. External threats are risks associated with an environment that threatens human life, 

violation of the most important rights and freedoms, and also impede the realization and 

development of the vital needs. Internal threats include risks related to the potential of the 

individual (community, society), which manifest themselves in the absence of motivation of the 

person’s actions, as well as interaction between members of the community, society. 

The application of "psychological security" concept as a separate scientific category does not 

yet have a long history, although it has increased considerably in scientific papers. Interest in the 

problems of psychological security is due to the growing need for a systematic description of 

rapidly changing social reality phenomena and the need to solve practical challenges of our time. 

In addition, traditions of the scientific description for the phenomena of reality and the person 

himself, change significantly – from the classical to the postnonclassical paradigm of scientific 

knowledge. 

In the opinion of T. V. Eksakusto (Zaichenko, & Eksakusto, 2014), it is possible to 

distinguish three main vectors of studying the psychology of security. First, one should highlight 

the psychology of safe activity that studies a person in extreme, emergency and crisis situations, 

where the human factor in life safety is taken into account. 

Secondly, the psychological security of the environment, where the object of the study is the 

actual space "environment – man", and a subject is the subject-spatial, social, informational and 

other characteristics of the environment that can affect the psyche and human behavior. In 

particular, the most studied is psychological security in the educational environment (Baeva,  

& Bordovskaia, 2015; Korytova, 2015; Savchenkо, 2016; Zaichenko, & Eksakusto, 2014; 

Kulikova, Shalaginova, & Cherkasova, 2017). Special attention is paid to the nature of threats to 

the personality (negative information and psychological effects, suggestions, manipulation, etc.) 

and their consequences, which lead to a violation in the adequacy of the reflecting the reality, 

mental state, adaptability of functioning, etc. 

According to H. V. Lee, J. N. Choi, S. Kim, the construct "psychological security" was de-

veloped to explain the behavior of people in an active, learning-oriented and innovation, social 

environment. Based on the results of cross-cultural research, the psychological security of the 

team is considered as an important mechanism that can explain the manifestations of creativity in 
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the joint work of members in the social group. In teams with a low level of psychological 

security, people can not speak freely, share ideas since they concern about the possible critical 

feedback from other members (Lee, Choi, & Kim, 2018). A. K. Edmondson, Z. K. Lei (2014) 

explicitly states that psychological security describes people’s perception of the consequences of 

complexities in interpersonal relationships in a particular social environment, for example, in the 

workplace; it was organizational research that identified psychological security as an important 

factor in the understanding of teamwork, organizational learning, etc. We emphasize the 

predominantly applied nature of the research in Western science, but for us it is important that in 

the historical review of research on psychological security its existence, functioning and 

development are emphasized at the individual, group and organizational levels of analysis. 

T. Kulikova, D. Maliy (2017) studied the phenomenon of psychological security in the 

educational environment at contemporary school. The research establishes the indicators of 

psychological security for the participants in the educational process and proves the existence of 

relationship between the level in the development of professional and personal qualities of 

teachers. Among them there are emotional stability, high-normative behavior, low anxiety, 

creative thinking, reflection, and the psychological security factor of the educational 

environment. The psychological security of the educational environment lies in preserving the 

health of participants, creating safe working and learning conditions in educational institutions 

that protects everyone from all forms of discrimination. Therefore, as the authors note, the issue 

of teacher responsibility for the development and well-being of the child in the educational 

process is becoming more acute. Reducing the level of psychological violence is the main focus 

in creating a comfortable psychologically safe educational environment. 

The third direction can be designated as "subjective", where the psychological security of the 

individual is determined through a subjective picture of the world, safety, readiness, experience, 

state of consciousness, personality qualities, allowing to overcome dangers, to be resistant to 

negative influences, to promote the overall psychological well-being of the individual. Within 

the framework of this direction, psychological security refers to the positive self-sentiment of  

a person, his emotional, intellectual, personal and social well-being in concrete social and 

psychological conditions, as well as the absence of situations in infliction of psychological harm 

to the person and violation of his/her rights. 

It is important to correlate various directions of study of psychological security with the types 

of scientific rationality, within the framework of which different angles, aspects, forms and types 

of psychological security are studied. A number of philosophical and psychological scientific 

papers show that the laws of the development in science are manifested through the tendencies 

associated with changing the types of scientific rationality that correspond to the stages of 

development of scientific knowledge (Zinchenko, 2011; Kalashnikova, 2016; Kruzhkov, 2017). 

At the classical stage of the science advancement, simple systems are the object, at the non-

classical stage complex self-regulating systems dominate; at the post-classical stage complex 

systems become the object that are self-development and self-organizing. 

At the classical stage, the way of thinking of researchers is characterized by such features as 

subject-centrism, isolationism, subject-object opposition, predictability, dividing the object of 

research into elementary components, immediatism, rigid determination, priority of natural 

methodology (Galazhinsky, & Klochko, 2012). Given these principles, psychological security is 

seen as the objective or subjective phenomenon, and, accordingly, it is in this dichotomy objective 

and subjective approaches are distinguished. The range of conceptual representations concerning 

the psychological security concept from the standpoint of the principles of classical rationality lies 
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between the two poles: recognition of rigid dependence, the environmental conditioning of  

a person’s mental organization, on the one hand, and recognition of internal changes related to the 

criteria of physical, emotional, intellectual, personal and social well-being on the other one. 

Within these studies, the aspects reflecting the interrelations between a man and the 

surrounding natural and social reality, the active role of the individual in perceiving the threat 

and its overcoming, begin to be studied. This indicates about a new stage in the development of 

the psychological security phenomenon by scientific means of non-classical psychology 

(complex self-regulating systems become the subject of the study, but not simple stable systems). 

From the standpoint of the subject-activity approach, one should not limit himself with 

understanding the psychological security as a feeling, based on trust to the world, people, self, 

but it should be considered as more complex in structure, dynamic and associated with the 

activity of the person himself, directed not only the implementation of the basic needs for 

security, but also the need for self-development, self-realization (Zaichenko, & Eksakustо, 

2014). The center of psychological security is considered a subject as a instance holistic, active, 

reflexive, responsible, capable of self-development and solving the vital contradictions. 

Psychological security begins to be seen as an "unbalanced state" (which has no static but 

dynamic character) both in the internal space of the subject and in the system "man – external 

environment", which allows him/her to "work" not so much on survival, workout, adaptation, as 

on self-realization and self-development. 

However, in the understanding of determinants of psychological security rely on the division 

of reality into subjective and objective. For researchers, as before, the situation is created, 

affects, and the person adapts. Researchers come to the understanding the psychological security 

phenomenon as a problem of a holistic person and the problem of the integrity (stability) of his 

being in the changing world. These contradictions lead to the task of overcoming the 

dichotomy of objective and subjective, internal and external, on the basis of which 

psychological security was viewed as a balanced state, due to safe environmental conditions. 

These contradictions are resolved by moving to a new level of scientific rationality (post-

classical), which allows integrating the new trends from the point of view of the developing  

a systematic approach. Yu. P. Zinchenko points out that: 

It is a systematic approach that allows us to analyze specific situations, 

positions and goals in a complex of all psychological, socio-economic 

and environmental factors, allow approaching to the solution for a num-

ber of topical problems of psychological security in a new way.  

(Zinchenko, 2011, p. 12). 

At the post-classical stage, the attention of scientists is primarily attracted by complex open 

systems that are capable of self-organization and self-development. Post-classical rationality is  

a method of scientific thinking, oriented at the dependence of knowledge on the sociocultural 

context, a multidimensional scientific picture of the world, when the types of rationality do not 

deny each other, and divide the spheres of influence among themselves; on the synthesis of 

theoretical and experimental research, the reflection of the values and semantic contexts of human 
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existence, the interest in the progressive evolution associated with the complication of systems, its 

formation, the study of complex, open self-organizing systems. Based on general psychological 

theories about a systematic approach to the analysis of phenomena, Yu. P. Zinchenko (2011) in the 

context of this model proposes to understand the psychological security as the systemic phenome-

non, which includes various levels of activity of the subject and over-subjective activity. 

In accordance with the described trends, psychological security may be considered as  

a system-dynamic phenomenon that determines the self-organization of an open psychological 

system when it moves from danger to safety. 

Originality 

Psychological security is considered at different levels: first and foremost, society is  

a characteristic of national security, in its structure social security is present, that is an analysis of 

how today’s social technologies, social changes affect the quality of life of the country’s popula-

tion; secondly, the social environment – the family, the immediate environment, reference 

groups, training teams; thirdly, a person is an experience of his/her own security-insecurity, 

when it is possible to talk about the manifestations of psychological violence, when certain be-

havioral acts contribute to the violation of the security of the other or to self-destruction. It is 

found out that the knowledge of psychological security is closely connected with the socio-

historical conditions of being, with the level of material and spiritual culture development, 

with the interests and values prevailing in society, determines its ontological, epistemological 

and axiological features. The presented issue is considered in the correlation of psychological 

security with types of scientific rationality – classical, nonclassical and post-nonclassical ap-

proaches, within the framework of which various perspectives, aspects, forms and types of psy-

chological security are studied. 

Conclusions 

The concept of security is considered in various fields of scientific knowledge, and therefore 

requires a systematic description of its manifestations, types, levels, concepts: security as the 

absence of dangers (based on the principle of dichotomy, that is, a certain whole, consisting of 

two opposite parts, in this case, the whole is human existence); security as a certain activity to 

ensure or to prevent any threats, dangers (activity approach); security as a conscious necessity, 

the value of the individual. 

The study systematizes various ideas about psychological security in accordance with the log-

ic of scientific knowledge. Within the classical type of rationality, psychological security means 

the state of the environment, free from threatening influences (negative informational and 

psychological effect, manipulation, etc.), or protection from negative influence, stability, 

adaptability of functioning, positive self-awareness of a person, his emotional, intellectual, 

personal and social well-being in the specific conditions of life. At the non-classical stage of 

science, the principle of interaction, the idea of feedback in the form of self-regulation, that 

provides stability to environmental conditions, allowed to see in the phenomenon of 

psychological security the result of interaction between the personality and environment, treat-

ing it as a dynamic process, mediated by cognitive, personal, behavioral, activity 

characteristics. The post-classical approach justifies the possibility of studying psychological 

security from the point of view of the system approach. 
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ФІЛОСОФСЬКІ ТА СОЦІОКУЛЬТУРНІ ВИМІРИ ПСИХОЛОГІЧНОЇ 

БЕЗПЕКИ ОСОБИСТОСТІ 

Мета. Динаміка і темп соціально-економічних перетворень, що характерні для сучасного суспільства, 

призводять до зростання напруженості та руйнування звичних стереотипів – ідеалів, цінностей, норм, зраз-

ків поведінки, що об’єднують людей. Саме це спонукає до необхідності переосмислити розуміння сутності 

"безпеки", зокрема, психологічної, що підкреслює актуальність її вивчення у філософській та соціокультур-

ній площині. Теоретичний базис дослідження ґрунтується на філософській методології К. Ясперса,  

Е. Фромма та психологічному підході до розуміння людини А. Маслоу. Наукова новизна. Психологічну 

безпеку розглянуто на різних рівнях: по-перше, суспільство – характеристика соціальної безпеки, тобто 

аналіз того, яким чином сьогоднішні соціальні технології, соціальні зміни впливають на забезпечення якості 

життя населення країни; по-друге, соціальне середовище – сім’я, найближче оточення, референтні групи, 

навчальні групи; по-третє, особистість – переживання своєї захищеності-незахищеності, коли можливо 

говорити про прояви психологічного насилля, коли певні поведінкові акти сприяють порушенню безпеки 

іншого або саморуйнуванню. З’ясовано, що пізнання психологічної безпеки тісно пов’язане з соціально-

історичними умовами буття, з рівнем розвитку матеріальної і духовної культури, з пануючими в суспільстві 

інтересами і цінностями, що визначає її онтологічну, гносеологічну та аксіологічну особливості. Порушене 

питання розглянуто у співвіднесенні психологічної безпеки з типами наукової раціональності – класичним, 

некласичним, постнекласичним, у межах яких вивчаються різні ракурси, аспекти, форми і типи 

психологічної безпеки. Висновки. Поняття безпеки вимагає системного опису своїх проявів, видів, рівнів, 

концепцій: безпека як відсутність небезпек (на основі принципу дихотомії, тобто певне ціле, яке складається 

з двох протилежних частин, в даному випадку це ціле – існування людини); безпека як певна діяльність із 

забезпечення або щодо попередження будь-яких загроз, небезпек (діяльнісний підхід); безпека як 

усвідомлена потреба, цінність особистості. Систематизовано різні уявлення про психологічну безпеку 

відповідно до логіки руху наукового пізнання: у класичному, некласичному та постнекласичному підходах. 
Ключові слова: безпека; соціальна безпека; суб’єктивна безпека; психологічна безпека; освітня безпека; 

філософські та соціокультурні виміри безпеки 
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ФИЛОСОФСКИЕ И СОЦИОКУЛЬТУРНЫЕ КООРДИНАТЫ 

ПСИХОЛОГИЧЕСКОЙ БЕЗОПАСНОСТИ ЛИЧНОСТИ 

Цель. Динамика и темп социально-экономических преобразований, характерных для современного 

общества, приводят к нарастанию напряженности и разрушению привычных стереотипов – идеалов, 

ценностей, норм, образцов поведения, объединяющих людей. Именно эти моменты побуждают переосмыслить 

сущность безопасности, в частности, психологической, что подчеркивает актуальность изучения понятия 

"безопасность" в философских и социокультурных координатах. Теоретический базис исследования основы-

вается на философской методологии К. Ясперса, Э. Фромма и психолоской подходе к пониманию человека  

А. Маслоу. Научная новизна. Психологическая безопасность рассмотрена на разных уровнях: во-первых, 

общество – характеристика социальной безопасности, т. е. анализ того, каким образом сегодняшние 

социальные технологии, социальные изменения влияют на обеспечение качества жизни населения страны; 

во-вторых, социальная среда – семья, ближайшее окружение, референтные группы, учебные группы;  

в-третьих, личность – переживание своей защищенности-незащищенности, когда возможно говорить  

о проявлениях психологического насилия. Показано, что познание психологической безопасности тесно свя-

зано с социально-историческими условиями бытия, с уровнем развития материальной и духовной культуры, 

с господствующими в обществе интересами и ценностями, что определяет онтологическую, гносеологиче-
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скую и аксиологическую особенности. Проблема рассмотрена в соотнесении психологической безопасности 

с типами научной рациональности – классическим, неклассическим и постнеклассическим подходами,  

в рамках которых изучаются разные ракурсы, аспекты, формы и типы психологической безопасности.  

Выводы. Понятие безопасности требует системного описания своих проявлений, видов, уровней, концеп-

ций: безопасность как отсутствие опасности; безопасность как определенная деятельность по предупрежде-

нию угрозы или опасности (деятельностный подход); безопасность как осознанная потребность, ценность 

личности. Систематизированы представления о психологической безопасности в соответствии с логикой 

научного познания: в русле классического, неклассического и постнеклассического подходов. 
Ключевые слова: безопасность; социальная безопасность; субъективная безопасность; психологическая 

безопасность; безопасность образования; философские и социокультурные координаты безопасности 
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