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Gennady Shpital’ov 

Engineering and defensive buildings on the Dnieper 
during the Russian-Turkish War of 1736-1739 

The article deals with engineering and fortifications built on the banks of the 
Dnieper during the Russian-Turkish war 1736-1739 years. It is primarily about 
buildings and fortifications that were built on the Dnieper thresholds for launching 
boats and military transport Dnieper Flotilla, as well as fortified harbor in the lower 
reaches of the Dnieper, adapted for Boat parking units. The main stages of 
construction of these facilities, their location and purpose. The place of these 
buildings in the theater of war, as well as their strategic importance. In the military-
historical literature this question has not received special attention of researchers. 
Today in Russia and Ukraine, the topic has a narrow circle of specialists.  

The aim of this study is the total reconstruction of the main stages of 
construction and use of buildings erected on the banks of the Dnieper to the needs 
of the Russian army and navy during the years 1736-1738. Source base of this 
study are published written sources. A special place is occupied by documentary 
materials, whose appearance is due to the needs and requirements of the central 
authorities of the Russian Empire. Among them - the imperial edicts and the Senate 
and the Admiralty Board resolutions, which were published during the XIX 
ctolittya. Unfortunately, unpublished documents still ignored researchers. Mostly 
they are kept in the archives of the Russian Federation. Thus, our study is not the 
final product in developing the theme, but a reconstruction, which provides 
guidance for new discoveries. 

During the work we have been able to perform the following research 
objectives: 1) to show the reasons for the construction of fortifications on the banks 
of the Dnieper in the late 30s of the eighteenth century; 2) to identify the main 
stages of construction of these facilities, their location and destination; 3) determine 
the location of the Dnieper line of fortifications in the plans of the Russian 
government and the high command during the Russian-Turkish War, 1736-1739; 
4) specify the functions and activities of the garrisons of the Dnieper fortifications. 

The first fortifications were built on the Dnieper River in the summer of 1736 
during a campaign Dnieper Army Field Marshal H.Miniha in Crimea. Based on the 
plans for the 1737 campaign, during which Russian troops were to seize the 
fortress Ochakov, the government decided to create a "Dnipro expedition" for 
immediate construction of river flotilla, which was made up of undersized fighting, 
trucks and utility vehicles. Ready to ship with military cargo were lower on the 
Dnieper and in the Dnieper-Bug estuary. 

During the Russian-Turkish war of 1736-1739 years on the Dnieper River 
was built a system engineering and fortifications. They were involved in the 
construction of significant human resources, first of all, it Dnieper army soldiers. In 
terms of military expediency of construction of these facilities were fully justified. 
The development of the Ukrainian town planning the middle XVIII century building 
Dnipro lines are not affected. This was for three reasons. First, the fortifications 
were built in the desert. Secondly, part of the fortifications was partially 
demolished before the evacuation of military commands. Third, even surviving 
objects could not continue to operate due to the fact that according Byel radskoho 
peace treaty in 1739 the Russians had no right to renew. 

Key words: redoubt, retrenchment, sconce.  
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