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TRANSFORMATION OF THE AGRARIAN SPHERE OF UKRAINE:  

APPROACHES TO STUDY 
 

The relevance of the study is due to the absence in the scientific literature of an unambiguous definition of the concept of 
"transformation of the agrarian sphere." In our understanding, the transformation of the agrarian sphere is a socio-geographical proc-
ess that is characterized by a change in the sectoral, territorial structure and system of the agrarian sphere on different scales, caused 
by the transformation of the entire economic system or certain of its structural elements. The reasons for significant changes in the 
agrarian sphere of Ukraine is the change in the socio-political, economic and other spheres, the heterogeneity of natural conditions 
and the demographic situation. The beginning of the agrarian transformation in Ukraine is considered the period of its independence, 
since there was a transition from the command-administrative economic system to the market one. However, due to the lack of clear 
goals of transformation, this process did not bring the expected results. 

Transformational processes of the agrarian sphere are the driving force of the socio-economic development of the regions, es-
pecially in the rural areas, since they contribute to the stabilization of the economic, ecological, social spheres of the life of the rural 
population; ensure an increase in the quality of life of the population, provide equal opportunities for achieving material, ecological 
and social well-being, improving the quality of the state of the environment, developing nature management in the national interests 
of the country and preserving resources for future generations, life expectancy and stabilization of the population of Ukraine. 

Scientific novelty of the work consists in studying the transformational processes of the agrarian sphere from the standpoint of 
social geography, considering the transformation as a socio-geographical process, identifying the factors of these processes and the 
relationship of the agrarian sphere with the socio-economic development of the regions. 

Keywords: agrarian sphere, transformation processes, transformation of the agrarian sphere, agriculture, transformation cycle. 

Людмила Нємець, Марина Логвинова, Юрій Кандиба, Людмила Ключко, Олексій Крайнюков. ТРАНСФОРМАЦІЯ 
АГРАРНОЇ СФЕРИ УКРАЇНИ: ПІДХОДИ ДО ВИВЧЕННЯ 

Проаналізовано поняття «аграрна сфера», подано її структуру, визначено співвідношення понять, пов’язаних з аграр-
ною сферою: «аграрний сектор» та «агропромисловий комплекс». Розглянуто сутність понять «трансформація аграрної сфе-
ри» з позицій суспільно-географічного підходу. Визначено чинники виникнення трансформаційних процесів в аграрній 
сфері України. Подано періодизацію аграрних трансформацій на теренах України, їх еволюцію, проаналізовано думки щодо 
початку процесів аграрної трансформації в Україні та причин небажаних наслідків. Проаналізовано сучасні напрямки проті-
кання трансформаційних процесів в аграрній сфері України. Розглянуто структуру стратегії трансформації аграрної сфери 
України та досягнення позитивних ефектів у результаті трансформації.  

Ключові слова: аграрна сфера, трансформаційні процеси, трансформація аграрної сфери, сільське господарство, 
трансформаційний цикл. 

Людмила Немец, Марина Логвинова, Юрий Кандыба, Людмила Ключко, Алексей Крайнюков. ТРАНСФОРМАЦИЯ 
АГРАРНОЙ СФЕРЫ УКРАИНЫ: ПОДХОДЫ К ИЗУЧЕНИЮ 

Проанализировано понятие «аграрная сфера», представлена её структура, определено соотношение понятий, касаю-
щихся аграрной сферы: «аграрный сектор» и «агропромышленный комплекс». Рассмотрена сущность понятий «трансфор-
мация аграрной сферы» с позиций общественно-географического подхода. Определены факторы возникновения трансфор-
мационных процессов в аграрной сфере Украины. Представлена периодизация аграрных трансформаций на территории 
Украины, их эволюция, проанализированы мнения относительно начала процессов трансформации в аграрной сфере Ук-
раины и причин нежелательного результата. Проанализированы современные направления протекания трансформационных 
процессов в аграрной сфере Украины. Рассмотрена структура стратегии трансформации аграрной сферы Украины и дости-
жение положительных эффектов в результате трансформации. 

Ключевые слова: аграрная сфера, трансформационные процессы, трансформация аграрной сферы, сельское хозяйство, 
трансформационный цикл. 
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Introduction to the research problem. The agrar-

ian sphere occupies a leading place in the formation, 
effective development and functioning of all economic 
systems, this is a nucleus around which a number of 
socio-economic problems are being solved, regardless of 
the volume of production of agrarian products and its 
share in the gross domestic product. After the proclama-
tion of Ukraine as an independent state, there have been 
significant changes in the socio-political and economic 
spheres that led to changes in the agrarian sphere. These 
reforms are the most important component of the socio-
economic development of the country and its regions, 
the driving force for increasing the competitiveness of 
the agricultural sector, changing the specialization of 
agriculture, expanding its economic potential, ensuring 
national food security, create conditions for the growth 
of incomes and welfare of the rural population, introduc-
tion of new technologies, rational use of available natu-
ral resources. 

The relevance of this research topic is due to the 
low efficiency of the agrarian sector of Ukraine, a num-
ber of problems that arose in the adaptation of agricul-
tural production to market conditions, emergence of new 
forms of economic structures, complex and contradictory 
movement of the transformation processes that led to a 
decrease in the efficiency and competitiveness of agri-
culture, increasing territorial differences in the develop-
ment of the agrarian sector. Therefore, there is a need for 
a comprehensive socio-geographical study of the nature 
and characteristics of the transformation processes in the 
agrarian sphere, their impact on the socio-economic de-
velopment of the country as a whole and its regions. 

Literature review.  Modern foreign and domestic 
economic literature is characterized by a profound theo-
retical and methodical analysis of all areas of transfor-
mation processes, including in the agrarian sphere. 
Among foreign scientists, it should be noted 
H. Bakhchev [27], who studied the features of the trans-
formation processes in Bulgaria, K. Kovacs [29] and 
D. Karacsonyi [30] – in Hungary, J. Banski [28] – in 
Poland. Significant contribution to the development of 
this problem was made by Russian scientists: M. Gaitz 
[3], N. Hrazhevska [4], I. Leshchyk [7], V. Mesel-
Veselyak [12], S. Mochernyi [13], A. Onyshchenko [14], 
T. Ostashko [15], T. Pepa [16], H. Pyrih [7], T. Sabluk 
[19], R. Smolenyuk [20], L. Chernyuk [26], 
V. Yurchyshyn [14], etc. These scientists studied trans-
formation processes in the agrarian sphere from the 
standpoint of the economic approach at the state level 
and did not consider transformation processes at the re-
gional level. 

The representatives of the human geography have 
significant experience in studying transformation proc-
esses in the agrarian sphere. Thus, N. Baranovsky con-
sidered transformational processes in rural areas, 
Yu. Kachaev, V. Smal – in the development of the econ-
omy, V. Nahirna – in the development of individual 
branches of agriculture, P. Sukhyi – transformation of 
agro-industrial complex [23]. Transformation of the 
agrarian sphere was investigated by H. Balabanov [2], 
M. Zaiachuk [5], T. Kravets [6], A. Marushchynets [10, 
11, 17], V. Nahirna, H. Pidhrushnyi [17], L. Rudenko, 

Ya. Sosnytska [21, 22], and P. Sukhyi [23]. The contri-
bution to the theoretical and methodological apparatus of 
human-geographical studies of transformation processes 
in the agrarian sphere is the work of Ya. Sosnytska 
(Modern Transformation Processes of Agricultural Pro-
duction (on the Example of the Volyn Region, 2015) 
[21] and A. Marushchynets (Transformation of the 
Agrarian spheres and social and economic development 
of the Kiev Dnieper area) 2016 [11]. 

Despite the rather large number of publications on 
transformational processes in the agrarian sphere, the 
essence of the concept of "transformation of the agrarian 
sphere" requires a certain clarification and generalization 
from the standpoint of the human-geographical ap-
proach. Such a study will reveal the territorial features of 
the course of transformation processes, will help to iden-
tify the advantages and disadvantages of such processes 
in the territories of the regional and local level and their 
impact on social and economic development. In addition, 
human-geographical studies of the transformational 
processes of the agrarian sphere in the territorial aspect 
with an analysis of the causes of occurrence and peculi-
arities of the passing, were almost not carried out, which 
is promising for further research. 

The aim of the article is to systematize and general-
ize human-geographical studies of transformational 
processes in the agrarian sphere of Ukraine, to reveal 
their influence on the social and economic development 
of the regions. According to the goal, tasks were set: to 
analyze the essence of the concept of "transformation of 
the agrarian sphere" from the perspective of human ge-
ographers, to determine the causes and features of the 
transformation processes in the agrarian sphere of 
Ukraine, to analyze the impact of the transformation of 
the agrarian sphere on the socio-economic development 
of the regions. 

Results. Today there are two approaches to the in-
terpretation of the term "agrarian sphere". According to 
the first approach, the basis of the agrarian sphere is ag-
riculture. In accordance with the second approach, the 
agrarian sphere includes social, economic, scientific and 
technical, environmental aspects of the development of 
agricultural production and processing of agricultural 
products, including the entire agro-industrial complex 
with the existing system of links [11]. The term "agrarian 
sphere" refers to a complex of branches of the economy 
that includes agricultural production, processing and 
marketing of agricultural products, agrarian and socio-
cultural relations within rural areas [8]. 

The notions "agrarian sphere" is associated with 
such categories as "agrarian sector", "agro-industrial 
complex" (Fig. 1). The agrarian sector is a broader con-
cept than the "agrarian sphere", since it includes agricul-
ture and fisheries, the food industry, processing of agri-
cultural products, science and education, social sphere of 
the village, its material and technical and financial sup-
port [18]. Concerning the agro-industrial complex, the 
agrarian sphere is its first basic link [6, 11]. 

A. Marushchynets calls the agrarian sphere as an 
industrial-territorial system that consists of three compo-
nents: agriculture, territory with its natural conditions 
and resources, population with its labor resources (the 
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driving force of the functioning and development of the 
agrarian sphere) [10]. 

The functions of the agrarian sphere are to ensure 
the social and economic development of rural areas – 
development of the village in a spiritual and material 

sense, development of infrastructure, cultural and spiri-
tual facilities; food – providing the population with food; 
raw materials – providing enterprises with agricultural 
raw materials [21]. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 1. The correlation of concepts related to the agrarian sphere (improved by the authors for [6]) 
 

The development of the agrarian sphere is very 
complicated process, as it proceeds under the influence 
of various socio-economic factors, it was especially felt 
during the transition from an administrative-command to 
a market economy model. This process is defined as a 
process of transformation, which requires a comprehen-
sive socio-geographical justification and comprehension 
[10, 22]. 

The term "transformation of the agrarian sphere" 
requires a certain clarification, since the study of trans-
formational processes in the agrarian sphere without a 
clear authoritative definition is impossible. We offer to 
consider some known definitions of the concept of 
"transformation of the agrarian sphere." 

M. Malik, I. Leshchyk, H. Pyrih (2007) under the 
term "transformation of the agrarian sphere" is under-
stood as a way of removing contradictions between mar-
ket requirements and the outdated logic of the behavior 
of economic entities, which consists in the implementa-
tion of organizational, economic, financial and eco-
nomic, legal, technical measures, aimed at reorganizing 
enterprises, changing the forms of ownership, manage-
ment, organizational and legal form, which contributes 
to the financial recovery of the economy, increasing the 
output of competitive goods production, increase in pro-
duction efficiency [7, 9]. 

T. Kravets (2012) calls transformations in the agrar-
ian sphere as a socio-geographical process that charac-

terizes the historical changes in the form, structure and 
system of the agrarian sphere, conditioned by the scien-
tific and technological revolution, qualitative changes in 
economic and social processes [6]. 

R. Smolenyuk (2014) under agrarian transforma-
tions understands the gradual transition of agriculture 
from the command-administrative to the market system 
of management, through changes in the aggregate of 
economic, technological, environmental, social and po-
litical processes that ultimately lead to a new quality of 
economic system of the industry [20]. 

A. Marushchynets (2016) defines the term "trans-
formation of the agrarian sphere", calling it the process 
of structural changes, which causes the formation of a 
new quality of the agrarian sphere and its adaptation to 
new conditions of functioning within a certain territory 
[11]. 

From the standpoint of the human geography of the 
transformation of the agrarian sphere, according to the 
system-structural approach, it represents the process of 
changing the institutional, sectoral, territorial nature of 
the agrarian sector in the region, conditioned by the 
transformation of the entire economic system. The main 
factors that predetermine the existence of such transfor-
mations is change in the socio-political, economic, insti-
tutional systems, diversity of the natural conditions of 
the territory, demographic situation, social infrastructure, 
ecological state (Fig. 2) [2, 17]. 
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Fig. 2. The structure of the transformation of the agrarian sphere (based on data [11, 21]) 
 

According to the opinion of I. Leshchyk and 
H. Pyrih [7], transformation processes in the agrarian 
sphere are carried out in five directions. 

Institutional and economic transformations in 
Ukraine led to the formation of new forms of manage-
ment, development of regulatory and legal framework, 
creation of new markets for agricultural products, change 
in the organizational structure of the agrarian sector 
(farms, production cooperatives, private peasant farms, 
closed and open joint-stock companies, societies with 
limited liability, etc.). There have been significant 
changes in the sectoral structure of the agrarian sector, 
new industries, sub-sectors, types of agricultural activi-
ties have been emerged, specialization of agriculture, 
dynamics of volumes and the structure of agricultural 
production have changed, and the sown areas have ex-
panded significantly [7, 24]. 

Land reform, the main task of which was redistribu-
tion, transfer into private ownership of most agricultural 
land, division of the agricultural land and property into 
shares and their transfer to collective ownership; secur-
ing and protecting the right of property of farmers to 
land [1, 19]. 

Market transformations consist of liberalization and 
the formation of the agrarian market, replacing the old 
planning and distribution system for the marketing of 
agricultural products with a market-based economic 
mechanism [15]. 

Financial stabilization – provides for the improve-
ment of the agricultural sector of the economy, reducing 
taxes, improving the investment and credit climate, re-
ducing price disproportions, unemployment and stabiliz-
ing the incomes of the peasants [7]. 

Social development – is to support the social re-
sources of rural areas, the creation of appropriate social 
conditions for the normal functioning and development 
of agricultural enterprises [7, 25]. 

The modern transformation in the agrarian sphere of 
Ukraine is a result, in particular the centuries-old institu-

tional transformation. The Ukrainian transformation 
model is characterized by a certain instability in the first 
stage of the transition; creation of new forms of enter-
prises, new economic and institutional conditions, mod-
ern market infrastructure, as one of the ways out of the 
transformation stagnation; destruction of the agrarian 
sphere due to underdevelopment of institutional systems; 
lack of an optimal model of transition to a new socio-
economic system, different rates of transformation, im-
possibility of co-existence of old and new forms of man-
agement [3, 13, 26]. 

The goal of transformation processes in the agrarian 
sphere of Ukraine, according to T. Ostashko, is: the for-
mation of effective, export-oriented agriculture, which is 
based on competitive advantages; development of rural 
areas; ensuring the food security of the state [15]. 

Most researchers of the agrarian sphere of Ukraine 
argue that the transformation processes began with inde-
pendence, in connection with transition from the com-
mand-administrative economic system to the free-market 
system. According to I. Leshchyk and H. Pyrih, trans-
formational processes in the agrarian sphere of the econ-
omy began with the development of commodity econ-
omy [7]. T. Ostashko, T. Pepa, P. Sabluk believe that 
crisis phenomena have become aggravated with the tran-
sition to a market model of the economy in the agrarian 
sphere of Ukraine. i.e. transformation processes did not 
yield the expected results [15, 16, 19]. A. Onyshchenko 
and V. Yurchyshyn believe that the cause of the decline 
of the agrarian sphere was the imperfection of agrarian 
policy and imperfect organization of its implementation 
[14]. A. Marushchynets notes that the lack of clear goals 
and goals of transformation is one of the causes of the 
crisis state of the agrarian sphere [11].  

All the transformational processes in the agrarian 
sphere of Ukraine can be divided into four periods: pre-
Soviet, Soviet, post-Soviet reforms, the modern period 
(Fig. 3) [7]. 
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Fig. 3. The structure of the transformation strategy of the agrarian sphere in Ukraine  
(improved by the authors for [7]) 

 
In the post-Soviet period of the early 90-ies of the 

twentieth century transformation processes in Ukraine's 
agrarian sector were characterized by the following 
changes: land privatization, collective farm reorganiza-
tion, farming, land relations transformation, obsolete 
price controls, which led to hyperinflation and disparity 
of prices. Lack of clear state policy, inconsistency and 
haste of public authorities, a long period of market trans-
formation quickly led to the decline of the agrarian 
sphere [2, 11]. 

Transformation processes in the agrarian sphere of 
Ukraine since the 2000s are characterized by the creation 
of new production units on the basis of former collective 
enterprises, their production assets and land plots, divi-
sion of land into shares, formation of the agrarian market 
and infrastructure of the agricultural sector, emergence 
of agroholdings – horizontally and vertically integrated 
production structures, strengthening of the regulatory 
and legal framework for the functioning of the agrarian 
sphere (adoption of the State Targeted Development 
Program the Ukrainian village for the period until 2015, 
the Law of Ukraine "On the fundamentals of agrarian 
policy", Strategy for the development of the agricultural 
sector of the economy for the period up to 2020) [5, 12]. 

Transformational processes in the agrarian sphere 
are the driving force behind the socio-economic devel-
opment of the regions, especially in the rural areas [28]. 

According to the given statements R. Smolenyuk 
developed a strategic framework for transforming the 
agrarian sphere through the prism of the concept of "bal-
anced development" (Fig. 4) [20]. The achievements of 

this development take place taking into account the in-
terests of nature and society in the economic, ecological, 
social aspects. 

As a result of the transformation of the agrarian 
sphere, several effects are achieved: stabilization of the 
economic, ecological, social spheres of life of the rural 
population; ensuring improvement in the quality of life 
of the population, its confidence in a secure future, pro-
viding equal opportunities for achieving material, eco-
logical and social well-being, an efficient economy 
based on rational consumption of material resources, 
improving the quality of the environment, establishing 
nature management in the national interests of the coun-
try and preserving resources for future generations, in-
creasing life expectancy and stabilizing the population of 
Ukraine [4, 11, 29]. 

So, transformation processes in the agrarian sphere 
of Ukraine are not yet completed and require further 
thorough research. The socio-geographic approach to the 
study of transformation processes in the agrarian sphere 
will make it possible to identify the current state and 
changes in the territorial organization of the agrarian 
sector, changes in the sectoral structure, specialization in 
the distribution of key industries, and reveal the impact 
of these processes on the socio-economic development 
of the regions. This is especially true of the specifics of 
the organization of the agrarian sector at the regional 
level, since the transformation processes have certain 
features of the flow in connection with the heterogeneity 
of the territory of Ukraine and associated with the natu-
ral conditions of the territory. 
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Fig. 4. Strategic structure of transformation of the agrarian sphere (improved by the authors for [20]) 
 

Conclusions. The conducted research allows to 
draw the following conclusions. The absence in the sci-
entific literature of an unambiguous definition of the 
term "transformation of the agrarian sphere" determines 
the relevance of this research topic. According to the 
definitions of human geographers, transformation of the 
agrarian sphere is a human-geographical process charac-
terized by a change in the sectoral, territorial structure 
and system of the agrarian sphere on different scales, 
caused by transformation of the entire economic system 
or its structural elements. Transformation processes in 
the agrarian sphere of Ukraine arose due to changes in 
socio-political, economic, institutional systems, diversity 
of natural conditions of the territory, demographic situa-
tion, social infrastructure, ecological status. 

Transformation processes in the agrarian sphere of 
Ukraine began from the time of its proclamation as an 
independent state, from the command-administrative 
economic system to a free market with the aim of form-

ing a competitive agricultural product. For the Ukrainian 
transformation model, the process of transformation is 
typical in the context of a significant economic downturn 
in stimulating the privatization processes and imperfec-
tion of the agrarian policy, lack of clear goals and 
mechanisms of action. That is why the expected effects 
of the transformation on a national scale did not happen. 

Therefore, further studies are needed to study the 
transformational processes of the agrarian sphere from 
the standpoint of human geography, which will make it 
possible to consider transformations as a socio-
geographical process, to reveal factors and spatial and 
temporal features of the agrarian sphere, to trace the in-
terrelation of the agrarian sphere with the socio-
economic development of the regions. So, despite the 
length of transformational processes in the agrarian 
sphere, the heterogeneity of their flow, it is necessary to 
analyze territorial features of the manifestation of these 
processes in the regions of Ukraine. 
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