JIETENbCTBYET O TOM, YTO TaKWE€ OLIEHKH, MO-
BUAMMOMY, JOCTATOYHO BEPHBIE, YK€ B CEHTS-
Ope-nekabpe oTMeyascs CYIIECTBEHHBIH pPOCT
MMIIOPTa CBUHHMHBI CBEXKEW M MOPOKEHOM, MO-
JIOKA, ChIpa, pHrca, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO €Ul He
Bce ycnoust BTO BeTynuiu B cuiy.

N eme oauH HeManoBaxHbIM Bompoc. B
[lnane nevicrBuii IlpaButenbcTBa Mo ajanra-
uuud otpacied s3koHoMuku k BTO crnenosano
OBl TIPEAYCMOTPETH MOJATOTOBKY B paMKaxX BTO-
pOro BBICHIETO OOpa30BaHHUA B KPYMHEHIIMX
arpapHbIX By3ax CTpPaHbl JOCTATOYHOTO YHUCIA
CHEIMAIMCTOB, 3HAIOIIUX clenudUuKy padoThI
Bo BTO, B TOM uucie mporecchl, CBI3aHHBIC C
CEJIbCKUM XO3SMCTBOM, C BO3MOXXHOW CTa)u-
POBKOH 3a pyOexoMm. DTO MO3BOIMIO OBl COK-
paTUTh NPUBJICUCHUE JUISI TaKUX LEJIeH 3apy-
OC)KHBIX KOHCAJITHHTOBBIX (DUPM U OTIEITHHBIX
9KCIIEPTOB, KOTOPBIE BPs JU OYIyT 3aIIHIIATh
uHtepecsl Poccuiickoit @eaepanuu.

3aaya y4eHbIX Bcex oTaeneHuii Poccenbxos-
aKaJIEeMUH — OCYILECTBIIATH IO CBOMM Hampas-
JICHUSIM TOCTOSIHHBI MOHUTOPUHI CHUTYallWH,
CBSI3aHHOM € aJanTalud OTpaciel arpompo-
MBIIIJICHHOTO KOMILJIEKCA K YCIOBUSAM (DYHKIIU-
onupoBanusi B0 BTO u Enunom skoHomuuec-
KoM mpoctpaHctBe Poccun, Kazaxcrana u be-
JapyCH, CBOEBPEMEHHO TOTOBUTH PEKOMEH]IA-

UDS 664.47

MU 110 HEUTpaln3allii BO3HUKAIOIIUX PUCKOB
U yTpo3.

Peanmzanus I'ocynapCTBEHHOM IPOrpaMMbl
noTpeOyeT OCYIIECTBICHUS Psila OpPraHu3a-
uuoHHbIX Mep. [Ipexxne Bcero, HEOOXOAMMO
popadoTaTh CUCTEMY BHEIPEHUS JTOCTHUKEHUN
HayKd B MpOu3BOJCTBO. Cienyer mpoaoKUTh
COBEPILICHCTBOBAHUE CHUCTEMBI CHEHHUAIBHOTO
o0pa3oBaHMsl M TOBBIIICHUS KBATH(PHUKAIIUU
yIpaBiIeHUYECKUX H pabdounx KaapoB. I[Ipo-
O1ieMa KaJipoBOro oOecreueHus B MOJHON Mepe
OTHOCUTCSI U K HAyYHBIM YUYPEXKICHUSIM, OCO-
OCHHO B YacTU MOJACPKKU MOJIOABIX YUCHBIX.
[Ipu sTOM 1ETIECO00Pa3HO CO3/IaHUE CIIEIUAIIb-
HBIX (POHJIOB MX MOJIIEPIKKH.

Bonee akTBHO TIPEeICTOUT MPOBOAUTH pado-
Ty MO peajbHON MHTETpaliu CEIbCKOXO3SMCT-
BEHHOW Hayku M oOpa3oBaHus. B 3Toii cdepe
YK€ HAKOIUJIEH ONpPE/IEJICHHbIN ONBIT, B YACTHO-
ctu B Cubupckom, CeBepo-3anagHOM METOIU-
YECKHMX LEHTpaX, OJHAKO HIMPOKOr0 pacrpocT-
paHEHUs OH IMTOKA HE MOJIYYHJI.

Mps1 nonaraem, 4Tto arpapHble Hay4dHbIE Y-
PEXICHUS CALNAT BCE BO3MOXKHOE IS pean-
3alluM  HaMe4YeHHBIX ['ocyaapcTBeHHOW IMpo-
rpaMMOl MepONpHsITHI, 4YTOOBI 00ECIeYUuTh
YCTOMYMBBIA COLIMATIBHO-DKOHOMUYECKUM POCT
AIIK.

Crarra Hagifinuia no penaknii 20.03.2013 p.

MSc Mirosfawa Tereszczuk

Institute of Agricultural and Food Economics —
National Research Institute, Warszawa, Poland

The position of the Polish food industry in the
European Union

Topicality of the article. This article aims
at assessing the position of the Polish food
industry against the background of selected
food producers in the EU.

Material and methods. The assessment of
the position of the Polish food industry at the
background of selected EU food producers was
based on Eurostat data (value of production in
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various sectors of the food industry, employ-
ment and number of companies), including the
production of tobacco products. Comparability
of the food industry data in individual EU
countries was obtained by adjusting the value
of output in current prices with an indicator

(parity).
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1. Comparative assessment of the food in-
dustry development in the EU

The European Union has been a major world
food producer for many years now. In 2000-
2010, the value of food production (in current
prices) of the EU-27 increased by 25% to EUR
916.4 billion in 2010 (in 2008 it was EUR
955.3 bhillion) [2], and in comparable prices to
EUR 932 billion (Table 1). Over 80% of this
production is manufactured in the EU-15
countries, and its main producers are: Germany
with 17.3% share in the value of the EU food

industry, France (13.2%), United Kingdom
(12.1%), Italy (11.2%), Spain (10.4%). Poland
is the 6th food producer in the EU with 7.8%
share of the EU production in the food industry.
In 2010, the Polish food production, including
tobacco and alcohol (in comparable prices)
amounted to EUR 72.9 billion, the highest was
in the group of the EU-12 countries (Figure 1).
This value is, however, more than two times
lower than in Germany (EUR 161.2 billion),
but higher than in the Netherlands (49.3) and
Belgium (34.0).

Figure 1. Largest EU-27 food producers in 2010 in EUR billion
(according to purchasing power parity)

I
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Source: own compilation based on the Eurostat data.

Significance of the food industry for the Pol-
ish economy is considerably greater than in the
European Community states, as evidenced by
the ratio of the value of the food industry to
GDP (Table 1). In 2010 the trading value of the
Polish food industry was 12.4% of GDP pro-
duced, while the average in the EU-15 it was
7.3%, in the EU-12 - 9.8%, and in the entire EU
- 7.6%. Only Ireland (13.8%) and Bulgaria
(13%) noted a higher than in Poland value of
this ratio in 2010. In Germany, in the UK and
in France, it was lower by almost a half than in
Poland and amounted to 7%.

© Mirostawa Tereszczuk, 2013
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The level of food industry development
measured by the trading value per capita in
2010 amounted in Poland to EUR 1.91 thou-
sand and it was similar to that noted in the
countries of the largest food producers in the
EU (Table 1), i.e.. Germany (1.97), France
(1.89), the UK (1.82) and the EU-15 average
(1. 96). In 2000-2010, the value of food indus-
try production per capita in Poland increased on
average by 4.7% annually, in Germany by
2.4%, while in the EU-15 the said turnover in-
creased by 1.1% annually and in the EU-12 by
2.4%. In that period, the greatest average an-
nual increase in turnover per capita was noted
for Bulgaria (7.2 %), it was high in Romania
(4.1%) and Lithuania (3.8%).
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1. The food industry in the EU states in 2010

Production value Ratio of
of food industry Share of the Value of the value Changes in 2000-2010
in EUR billion EU-27 food in- of food
Countries _ _ c?nu?;ggs prgclijzgt)i/on indléstry ﬂ:z E‘ngfﬁa‘t’gs in the_value of | inthe ratio of
in in com- industry per capita produc- in the value of food mdustry the v_alue of
prices prices™ value in % thousands 10 G(!/DO Pin production* in capltz;:er;r‘%) per p(r;oDciS(;tr:opn;o
p-p.
EU-27 916.4 932.1 100.0 1.8 7.6 0.0 1.2 -0.7
EU-15 825.0 780.7 83.7 1.9 7.3 -1.2 11 -0.5
EU-12 914 151.4 16.3 1.4 9.8 1.2 2.4 -3.0
Austria 174 15.8 17 1.9 6.1 0.3 3.9 0.7
Belgium 38.2 34.0 3.6 3.1 10.7 0.3 2.6 0.5
Germany 169.7 161.2 17.3 1.9 6.8 0.7 2.4 0
Denmark 19.6 14.1 1.5 25 8.1 -0.3 -0.4 -2.3
Spain 89.8 97.0 10.4 2.1 8.7 1.0 15 -0.9
France 144.3 122.6 13.2 1.9 7.1 -1.8 0 -1.5
Finland 9.3 7.8 0.8 1.4 5.2 -0.1 15 -0.4
Greece 13.0 13.9 15 1.2 5.7 0.2 2.9 -0.1
Ireland 21.8 195 2.1 4.3 13.8 0 0 -3.1
Italy 109.5 104.6 11.2 17 7.0 -0.7 0.6 -0.1
Netherlands 53.6 49.3 53 2.9 9.2 -0.5 0.7 -1.5
Portugal 12.6 15.4 1.7 1.4 7.4 0.1 15 -0.4
Sweden 14.8 12.0 1.3 1.3 4.2 -0.1 0.8 -0.8
léi”r:;e(fom 1106 | 1128 121 18 6.7 0.1 12 -0.2
Poland 44.2 72.9 7.8 1.9 124 14 4.7 -1.5
Czech Rep. 11.7 16.6 1.8 1.6 8.1 -0.6 -0.5 -4.9
Hungary 9.1 145 1.6 1.4 9.1 -0.1 0.7 -3.4
Slovakia 3.2 4.7 0.5 0.9 4.8 -0.1 0 -4.3
Slovenia 1.8 2.2 0.2 1.1 5.2 -0.1 0 2.1
Lithuania 3.0 5.2 0.6 1.6 11.3 0.1 3.8 -3.9
Latvia 1.5 24 0.3 1.1 8.7 0 3.2 -3.4
Estonia 1.2 17 0.2 1.3 8.2 0 0.8 -55
Romania 9.7 18.8 2.0 0.9 7.7 0.3 4.1 -4.1
Bulgaria 4.7 10.5 1.1 1.4 13.0 0.3 7.2 -0.8

* in comparable prices (adjusted by the EUR purchasing power parity in the above-mentioned states)

Source: own calculations based on Eurostat data

In the analysed period, the value of food
production in the EU-27 countries has in-
creased on average 2% per year, while in Po-
land the increase was 4.1%, and for compari-
son, in Germany it was 2.5%, UK - 1.9%,
France 0.7% (Table 2). However, if we take
into account the changes in the indicator for
selected periods of the past decade, the best
time in Poland were the years immediately after

the accession 2004-2007. Then the value of the
food industry production increased 7.2% per
year, three times faster than in Germany and in
the EU-15. The economic crisis of 2008-2010
contributed to the decrease in food production
across the EU. In almost all EU states a drop in
production was noted, with the exception of:
Poland (+0.2% per year), the UK (+2.3%) and
Ireland (+5.2%) [3].

2. The rate of changes in the value of the food industry production in selected
EU-27 countries (% per year) in comparable prices

Countries 2000-2010 2000-2003 2004-2007 2008-2010
EU-15 19 3.3 2.1 -1.6
EU-12 0.8 5.0 4.5 -2.4
EU-27 2.0 3.5 2.5 -1.7
Belgium 3.0 4.3 34 2.1
Germany 25 31 21 -1.2
Spain 3.1 6.8 3.6 -2.6
France 0.7 2.6 5.0 -3.7
Ireland 1.8 45 -0.1 5.2
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Italy 1.4 3.8 0.7 -3.0
Netherlands 1.2 11 34 -4.9
United Kingdom 1.9 1.2 -1.6 2.3
Poland 4.1 5.4 7.2 0.2
Czech Rep. -0.7 25 -0.1 -5.2
Hungary 0.9 9.2 -2.5 -5.8
Lithuania 2.6 1.6 6.7 3.0
Romania 3.7 5.0 4.7 -5.1
Bulgaria 5.5 6.1 9.6 -4.2

Source: own compilation based on the Eurostat data.

2. Labour productivity in the EU food in-
dustry

The Polish food industry employs about 410
thousand persons, which accounts for ca. 10%
of the total employees of the EU food industry.
It ranks Poland as 4th among the EU-27 states.
Higher employment (in thousands of persons)
is reported only in Germany (838), France
(599) and the United Kingdom (426), followed
by slightly lower in Spain and Italy (ca. 350
each). In 2000-2010 the number of employees
in the food industry in the EU-27 decreased by
7%, and by 5% in the EU-15 and by 11% in the
EU-12. In Poland at that time, it decreased by
5%, with a drop by 0.2% annually in 2000-
2007 and by 1.4% during the crisis (2008-
2010). Thus the crisis has forced a reduction in
employment in the food industry across the
European Union [4].

In 2010 one person employed in the food in-
dustry in Poland generated EUR 178.1 thou-
sand of production sold, which was slightly less

than in Greece (EUR 187.8 thousand) and
Germany (EUR 192.4 thousand.) In most EU-
15 states, labour productivity in the food indus-
try was, however, by ca. 40% higher than in
Poland and it amounted on average to EUR 240
thousand per employee, and the highest was in
Ireland (EUR 510 thousand). High labour pro-
ductivity in the food industry is also character-
istic of the Netherlands (EUR 392 thousand)
and Belgium (EUR 378 thousand) (Table 3).
Labour productivity in the Polish food industry
is the highest among the EU-12 countries and
higher by 27% than the average in these coun-
tries (EUR 143.3 thousand). It was considera-
bly influenced by increased outlays on provi-
sion of technical equipment. This was the result
of a significant investment boom, especially
after the Poland’s accession to the EU and the
reduction of the number of employees. In last
decade improvement of labour productivity in
the food industry was common for all EU
Member States.

3. Labour productivity® in the EU food industry in EUR thousand/1 employee

Annual change in %
Countries 2000 2008 2010 in
2001-2007 2008-2010 2001-2010
EU-15 189.3 2545 241.3 3.4 -2.6 2.4
EU-12 95.9 1415 143.3 5.2 0.6 4.1
EU-27 165.0 224.9 216.8 3.7 -1.8 2.7
Ireland 332.6 432.4 510.5 3.3 8.6 4.4
Netherlands 301.4 435.0 391.6 49 -4.8 2.6
Belgium 271.0 355.9 378.6 3.4 3.1 3.4
Italy 274.7 314.6 298.0 0.9 -2.6 0.8
Spain 203.5 273.8 270.6 4.3 -0.6 2.9
United Kingdom 175.7 255.0 265.1 3.4 2.0 4.2
France 1924 252.6 204.8 2.2 -9.0 0.6
Germany 143.7 203.8 192.4 5.1 -2.7 2.9
Greece | 1564 | 189.2 | 1878 | 19 | 03 | 19 |
Poland 113.3 172.5 178.1 6.3 1.6 4.6
Hungary 107.6 154.2 144.0 35 -3.2 2.9
Estonia 79.2 112.5 123.2 45 4.6 5.4
Lithuania 71.3 102.3 118.7 4.9 7.7 5.2
Bulgaria 63.5 107.5 101.1 6.2 -2.9 4.7
Romania 61.1 101.6 100.8 6.1 -0.3 5.1
Latvia 55.4 84.1 94.1 5.6 5.7 5.4

% own compilation based on the Eurostat data.
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In 2000-2010, labour productivity in the Pol-
ish food industry increased on average by 4.6%
per year, while in the EU-15 by 2.4% per year
and in the EU-12 at 4.1% per year. (Table 3).
The highest growth rate of labour productivity
in the last decade was reported in Baltic States,
i.e. in Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia - ca. 5%
per year. In 2000-2007, characterised by brisk
development of the food sector in most of the
EU Member States, average annual labour pro-
ductivity growth in the EU-15 amounted to
3.4% and in the EU-12 - 5.2%. In 2000-2010,
labour productivity in the Polish food industry
increased on average by 6.3% per year, while in
Germany by 5.1%. However, in 2008-2010 in
most of the EU Member States there was a re-
duction in the indicator, forced by the aftermath
of the global crisis. Only a few countries, in-
cluding Poland (+1.6%) recorded an increase in
labour productivity in the food industry.

3. Production concentration in the EU
food industry

In 2010 ca. 14.3 thousand Polish entrepre-
neurs were engaged in food production. This
represents 5% of the EU's food companies, and
ranks Poland in the 6th place among the EU-27
countries. In 2000-2010, this number in Poland
decreased by almost 30%, while in the EU-15

by 13% and in the EU-12 by 5%. In recent
years, there was the largest decrease in the
number of companies in the Polish food indus-
try following from the economic crisis, whose
effects the industry suffered in 2009 and the
first half of 2010. In Poland, at this time there
was a decrease by 11% in the number of food
enterprises while in the EU this number was
reduced by 2%. Turnover of an average com-
pany demonstrates the increase in economic
power and competitiveness of the Polish food
enterprises in the European market. In 2010 the
trading value of food processing enterprises in
Poland amounted to EUR 5.11 million per an
enterprise and was twice higher than in 2000
and 13% higher than in 2008. In 2010, the av-
erage turnover of a food company in the EU-15
was at level of EUR 3.29 million. The position
of Polish food companies against the EU is
rather good. The average turnover generated by
these enterprises in Poland is higher than Ger-
man enterprises (EUR 4.9 million), and much
higher than in Greece, Italy, Portugal, and
France. However, it is much lower than in Ire-
land (EUR 32.5 million), the UK (EUR 15.3
million) and the Netherlands (EUR 10.8 mil-
lion) [6].

4. The average value of the average turnover of the food enterprise
in the EU in EUR million

Changes in % per year in
Countries 2000 2008 2010
2001-2007 2008-2010 2001-2010
EU-15 2.37 3.33 3.29 34 -0.6 34
EU-12 2.27 3.22 3.14 5.0 -1.3 3.3
EU-27 2.36 3.31 3.26 3.7 -0.7 3.3
Ireland 23.82 29.33 32.50 2.6 5.2 3.1
United Kingdom 11.76 14.47 15.28 2.3 2.7 2.6
Netherlands | 864 | 1286 | 1081 | 56 | 76 | 22
Germany 2.86 5.33 4.89 8.5 -4.0 5.5
Lithuania 241 3.95 433 8.0 4.7 6.0
Poland 241 4,52 5.11 10.2 6.2 7.8
Belgium 2.90 4.15 4.43 5.4 3.4 4.3
Spain 211 | 357 | 346 | 76 | - 14 | 51
France 1.68 2.08 2.05 15 0.8 2.0
Bulgaria 0.95 2.26 191 11.3 -7.6 7.2
Romania 1.30 2.19 2.19 5.7 0.0 53
Italy 1.31 1.84 1.81 2.0 -0.8 3.3
Greece 0.70 0.85 0.83 2.2 -1.2 1.7

Source: own compilation based on the Eurostat data.

The process of concentration and consolida-
tion of the food industry is progressing
throughout the European Union. In Poland, it
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runs much faster than in most of the other EU
Member States. The gap between Poland and
other EU Member States of high production
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concentration in this sector has been decreas-
ing.

4. The Development of the food industry
in Poland and the EU

In 2000-2010, the concentration process of
food industry continued in Poland and the EU.
The process consisted in the decrease in the
number and share of the smallest companies
(micro-companies) in the sector production
(from 8.8% in 2000, 9% in 2003 to 5.4% in
2010), and an increase of the share of large
companies (from 45% and 43.5% to 54.1% re-
spectively). Previously, the transformation
process [5] in this sector headed in an opposite
direction, i.e. towards dispersion and fragmen-
tation of activity, which was reflected by an

increase in the share of small and medium-sized
companies sector in the turnover and employ-
ment. In the pre-accession period and in the
first years of membership in the EU, the Polish
food industry, which is characterised by diver-
sified and smooth structure of enterprises fa-
vourable to competition, underwent fundamen-
tal changes.

At the time in the EU, the share of large
producers in turnover of food industry de-
creased slightly from 52.1% to 49.8% and it is
now on lower than in Poland. Moreover, in
2010 the turnover of the EU micro, small and
medium-sized companies (Table 4) differed
only slightly from the level before the enlarge-
ment of the EU (i.e. 2003).

5. Structure by entity of the food industry in Poland and the EU (%) in 2010

Production value Employment Companies
Specification

Poland EU Poland EU Poland EU
Large companies (>250 employees) 54.1 49.8 36.9 38.7 1.7 0.9
Medium-sized companies (50-249 258 28.1 275 279 74 38
employees)
Sgg‘;"” companies (10-49 employ-| ,, ; 15.1 21.3 217 314 16.7
Micro-companies (up to 9 employ- 54 70 143 124 595 8.6
ees) . . . . .

Source: own compilation based on the Eurostat data.

Similarity of the structures by entity of the
food sector concerns both the structure of pro-
duction, employment and enterprises (compa-
nies). In the Polish and the EU food industry
over 50% of food production originates from
large companies, representing respectively
36.9% and 38.7% of employment in the food
sector, nearly 30% of production originates
from medium-sized companies, and 20% from
micro- and small enterprises. Medium-sized
companies employ 27% of employees, and
small enterprises, both in the EU and Poland,
employ at the level of 21%, whereas in micro-
companies the indices reach, respectively: 14%
and 12% for employment [1].

In Poland, a common phenomenon in that
industry is reducing the number of micro-
companies. In 2000, they accounted for ca.
68.1% of the total number of Polish companies
of the food industry, and in 2010 - 59.5%. The
share of small and medium sized companies
increased to 31.4 and 7.4%, respectively. The
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share of large enterprises in the structure by
entity of the Polish food industry is only 1.7%
and it increased compared to 2000 by 0.3 p.p.
In the structure of the EU-27 companies, there
are more micro-companies than in Poland,
which represent 78.6% of all companies operat-
ing in this sector, and smaller is the share of
small companies (16.7%), medium-sized
(3.8%) and large (0.9%).

The structure of the EU food industry pro-
duction (Figure 2) is dominated by meat indus-
try (including poultry) with a 20% share, in the
second place with 18% market share, was the
production of other food products, which in-
clude: cakes, confectionery, sugar, spices and
sauces, ready meals, and others. These were
followed by: dairy industry (13%), alcoholic
beverages (10%), tobacco products (5%), bak-
ery (8%), feed (6%), fruit and vegetables prod-
ucts (6%), non-alcoholic beverages (4%), mill-
ing of cereals (4%) and oil-mill (4%) sectors.
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Figure 2. The structure of the EU food industry production in 2010
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Source: own compilation based on the Eurostat data.

Over the last decade the industrial structure
of food production in Poland was very similar
to the structure in the EU's largest food produc-
ers (Figure 3). In the structure of the Polish
food industry the largest share has meat indus-
try, which accounts for 22.5% of the total value
of production, the second position has the in-
dustry of other food products (biscuit, confec-

]

other food

dairy
12,8%

G

fruit and
vegetables
5,9%

oil-mill
3,9%

milling of cereals
3,9%

tionery) with a 15.1% share, followed by: dairy
industry (12.8%), alcoholic beverages (11.6%),
processing of fruit and vegetables (6.8%), to-
bacco products (6.8%), bakery (6.5%), feed
(6.0% ), non-alcoholic beverages (3.6%), fish
(3.1%), milling of cereal (2.9%) and oil mill
(2.3%) sectors.

Figure 3. The structure of the food industry production value* of major food producers
in the European Union (%)
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* value in comparable prices
Source: own compilation based on the Eurostat data.

Labour productivity in respective sectors of
the food industry in the EU is rather diversified.
This indicator is very high in the following in-
dustries: tobacco, oil mill, feed and alcoholic
beverages. In Poland, in the basic sectors of the
food industry such as: meat, cereal milling,
dairy and fruit and vegetable it is on the aver-
age level of labour productivity in the food in-
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dustry as a whole (EUR 217 thousand per 1
employee). In the EU-12 countries the indicator
is lower by ca. EUR 100 thousand per 1 em-
ployee, than in the EU-15 countries.

In Poland, the labour productivity in key
sectors of food industry is slightly higher than
the average in the EU-12. In 2010, the highest
labour productivity in the Polish food industry,
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as well as in the EU, characterised the follow-
ing sectors: tobacco, alcoholic beverages, oil
mill and feed. In the main sectors of the Polish
food industry, i.e. meat, dairy, milling or fruit
and vegetable, labour productivity was by ca.
EUR 50 thousand per 1 employee lower than in
the EU-15, although those differences tend to
decrease with every year. The lowest labour
productivity was noted in the bakery sector.

Conclusions

The share of Poland in the EU-27 food in-
dustry production amounts to ca. 7.8%. In
terms of the value of production sold, Poland is
the 6th food producer in the EU. In 2000-2010
the value of food industry production in Poland
increased by 52%, compared to 25% in the
“old” EU countries and to 32% in the EU-12.
Employment in the EU food industry has fallen
in nearly all Member States. The process of
eliminating the development gap in the food
industry between Poland and the EU-15 is on-
going, which results in strengthening of Po-
land’s position on the Single European Market.

Against the background of the EU's food in-
dustry as a whole, the Polish food industry ex-
cels in tobacco processing (11.2% of the EU
production) and is the third producer of tobacco
products in the EU. In the processing of fish we
are on the 4th position with 10.6% share of the
EU production. We are also ranked in the 4th
place in the production of dairy products (7.8%
of the EU production). In the meat processing,
Poland is in sixth place (almost 10%), as in the
processing of fruits and vegetables (9.0%),
bakery (6.3%), oil mill (4.8%) and alcoholic
beverages (8,9%). We are ranked seven in the
EU in processing of cereals (5.9%), feed (7.6%)
and non-alcoholic beverages (6.4%), and Po-
land is in the eighth place in the production of
confectionery and sweets (6%). This means that
Poland is a major food producer in the Euro-
pean Community. This reduces the distance be-
tween us and the largest food producers in the
EU.
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