
 , 2019,  1 5

    

   
ON THE FOOD PROBLEM 
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Recently, the food problem has  
definitely strengthened among the main 
challenges of the world development. 
Growth in the food production does  
not keep pace with neither the popula-
tion, nor the growing demands  
of the population on food. Ukraine is 
among the main food producers in the 
world and has great opportunities to 
make a major contribution to solving  
the world food problem. Level of the 
country’s self-sufficiency almost in all 
major types of food (except fruits, ber-
ries and grapes) has exceeded 100%; 

moreover, the respective level in grain production has 
reached almost 293% (2017)! 

At the same time, due to a certain shortage of  
food resources, the problem of food security has be-
come increasingly acute on the national, as well as on 
the global scale. This is typical for Ukraine as well. 
Even with sufficient production volumes, there  
are some disproportions in the economic availability 
and quality of food, even in terms of its physical avail-
ability. 

According to the Global Food Security Index (GFSI), 
our country has worsened its overall ranking (63rd in 
2017 and 47th in 2013). The reasons for such decline are 
the high level of corruption, low GDP per capita, insuf-
ficient funding for research and innovation in the agrar-
ian sector, high rates for credits resources, and the 
existing risks of political instability. The problem of 
food security is aggravated by the military conflict in 
the East of the country. 

The solution of this problem requires some 
measures, in particular: intensification of relevant sci-
entific research and implementation of effective solu-
tions; correct identification of priorities; optimization 
of relations and implementation of many other tasks 
urgent for the country. 

Therefore, scientific discussion of the food problem, 
which is relevant to each person, can be considered  
as an important step for its solution. In this volume  
of the journal we offer readers an article written by 
well-known scientist, academician of NAAS, Mykola 
Sychevskyi, named “Global food security and Ukraine's 
place in its achievement”, which must attract attention 
of researchers to this issue and take an active part in 
discussion of food security issues and the overall food 
problem. 

We propose to pay attention to other actual re-
search results of scientists, which are devoted to the 
questions of corporate social responsibility of the agrar-
ian business, estimation of investment attractiveness of 
agricultural products, information provision of small 
commodity producers, development of foreign commod-
ity markets, etc. 
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