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PROBLEMS OF THE AGRARIAN EXPORT 
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Exports of agro-food products  
are arguably the most dynamic sphere 
of economic activity in Ukraine.  
Despite periodic losses due to the de-
cline in world prices, the volume of 
this export is growing steadily, ensur-
ing development of new foreign mar-
kets, currency revenues to the state 
(almost 40% of the total export reve-
nues of the country in 2017) and op-
portunities for investing in the agro-
food sector. 

However, positive effects of agrari-
an export are invalidated by some negative ones to 
some extent. Almost half of its volume are grain 
crops and oilseeds, while a share of the ready food 
products decreased from 25.9% to 15.9% in the peri-
od between 2010 and 2017. In addition, a basis of the 
latter group are residues and wastes of the food in-
dustry (5.9%). As a result, there is a small share of 
gross value added of agriculture (12.1% in 2017), 
even taking into account the production of food, 
beverages and tobacco products (about 5%), which is 
considerably inferior to the share in the total ex-
port. 

That is, most of the added value of agricultural 
products is shifted abroad. Consequently, Ukraine 
has to develop more actively the processing sphere 
of agricultural products, because the economy can-
not move to leading positions producing only raw 
materials. 

Separate and very promising topic is an import 
substitution, since 45% of agrarian import are made 
up of ready-made food, production of which provides 
high value added of agri-food products. 

Taking into account an urgency of  
problems of the agrarian export, we have published 
an article of the Corresponding Member of the  
NAAS of Ukraine, Mykola Pugachov, named “Devel-
opment of foreign trade of agro-food products”, 
which we hope to initiate a wide discussion on fur-
ther development of foreign economic activity in the 
agrarian sector. 

Equally interesting are research results on  
bioenergetics, organic production development,  
rural areas, cooperation and integration in the in-
dustry, and other actual areas that we offer to an 
attention of our dear readers in articles of this jour-
nal’s volume. 
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