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SOVIET OCCUPATION OF EASTERN GERMANY IN 1945-1953:
SOVIET AND FOREIGN HISTORIOGRAPHY

In the article the basic stages of the research of problems of the Soviet
occupation of eastern Germany in 1945-1953. Tht works of Soviet, Russian,
German and American historians on this subject are analyzed. The peculiarities of
approaches of Soviet historical school and Western scholars to the subject are
shown.
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After the fall of the Berlin Wall and the communist regimes in East European
countries began a rapid transformation in all spheres of functioning of society. How-
ever, they are faced with problems due to the peculiarities of historical development
in the 1945-1989. East Germany was among the first in Eastern Europe has chosen
to build a socialist system. Its example is unique. In one state faced two systems —
capitalist (in West Germany) and socialist (in East Germany). This was due to the
fact that the establishment of a new system of social and economic relations was in-
fluenced from the outside — in conditions of occupation a country by troops of the
victorious powers.

For Ukraine, which is also undergoing a process of transformation of econ-
omy and society, is interesting to study the German experience. In addition, the post-
war history of both countries somehow intertwined. It is impossible to imagine the
full picture of the postwar restoration of the USSR and the Ukrainian SSR without
reparations. Analysis of the economic transformation of East Germany helps to iden-
tify the peculiarities of the Soviet economic policy of the 1920s — 1940s, better un-
derstand the Stalinist model of socialism and the reasons for its crash. The study of
Soviet occupation policy and its consequences is important for the development of
modern Ukrainian-German relations, to overcome mutual historical grievances, to
find consensus and reconciliation.

Studying the occupation policy and its economic component acquires in our
eyes a particular importance, as Ukraine has faced occupation of its territory troops
of the aggressor. With the problem of military occupation and reconstruction of de-
stroyed country had to face the Ukrainian authorities and society in Donbas. Rele-
vant in this situation is the need to not repeat mistakes that were in 1945: during the
implementation of strategic planning military operations, the economic aspect of the
occupation was pushed into the background, placing the civilian population to the
brink of a humanitarian catastrophe.
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In research problems can be divided into three main periods: 1) 1945-1953 —
the period of study current events; 2) 50's — late 80's. of XX century — the period of
ideological confrontation between Western scientists and scientists-Marxists, re-
strict access to sources; 3) since the late 80's. of XX century to this day — the pe-
riod of reconsideration of events based on new archival sources and cessation of
confrontation.

At the first stage is difficult to talk about historiography in the literal sense of
this word. Estimates of occupation policy in Germany depended on the policy
changes USSR and GDR, international crises initial period of «cold war». The high-
est activity in understanding the events demonstrated the political leaders of the So-
viet Union and East Germany — I.V. Stalin, V.M. Molotov, V. Peak, A. Hrotevol
that expressed their attitude to the problem in articles and public speeches [1-4].
They are characterized by a pronounced ideological orientation, intolerance to alter-
native points of view and the lack of a detailed analysis of events. Actually there
was no historical works devoted to Soviet occupation. For Marxist, as well as for
Western historiography typical at this stage the opposition of policy that was pur-
sued by the occupation authorities in West and East Germany.

At the second stage of research joined not only heads of the state, but also sci-
entists. It should be noted that the study of Soviet occupation policy is not encour-
aged because the majority of works was only indirectly related to this topic [5—15].
The Soviet occupation of Germany was usually seen as the broader themes: «Ger-
man Question» or the history of the GDR. In the first case, the emphasis was on dip-
lomatic negotiations between the allies, the implementation of the Yalta and Pots-
dam agreements in different areas of occupation and accusations against the Western
Allies in violation of the commitments [16—20]. Works on the history of the GDR
were extremely politicized, economic development of the postwar period considered
to be incomplete. In the work «History of the GDR» the authors of those chapters —
V.D. Kulbakine and S.I. Viskov — argue that since autumn 1946 economic manage-
ment the guidance of future GDR carried out independently, the Soviet intervention
in it limited to assist local authorities (restoration of destroyed in previous years,
sharing experiences, supply of raw materials and industrial equipment, food) [21].
Works which appeared at this time were based on a study of only a narrow range of
sources, were set estimates. The peculiar result of this stage of historiographical re-
flection summed monograph of S.I. Viskova and V.D. Kulbakine «Allies and the
German Question», which most fully represented Marxist assessment of Soviet oc-
cupation policy [22]. The authors for the first time attempted to compare it with the
policy that was pursued in Germany by Western allies. They conclude that the
USSR complied scrupulously with the Potsdam agreements, while the USA, Britain
and France systematically violated them.

On the third stage of the study of the theme was made possible familiarization
with new sources. The introduction of publicity, freedom of speech and press posi-
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tively affected on the research problem. There were a total of [23, 24] and special-
ized studies that consider the occupation policy as a whole or its individual aspects
[25-28]. There were as the general work [23, 24], and specialized studies that con-
sider the occupation policy as a whole or its individual aspects [25-28]. Special at-
tention in Russian historiography deserves three works [29-31]. In the research
A.M. Filitova for the first time in Russia examined diplomatic aspect of occupation
policy within the «German questiony», traced the evolution of Soviet policy towards
Germany in the 1945-1990. M. 1. Semyryaha published Russia's first monograph di-
rectly devoted to Soviet occupation policy, formulated its main aspects: the mecha-
nism of functioning of the Soviet Military Administration in Germany (SMAGQG), the
transformation of the political system, agrarian reform and the nationalization of the
economy, denazification and mass repression, cultural and educational policy, rela-
tions with Western allies in the «German question», Berlin issue. The Book of Se-
myryahy primarily was devoted to the political events of SMAG, so a number of
economic issues (measures in finance, transport, trade and supply), was not consid-
ered in it. Also deserves the attention monograph of P.M. Knyshevskoho in which
considers the problem of collection by the Soviet Union reparations from Germany
after the Second World War. Knyshevskyy marked a variety of problem aspects,
from the dismantling of industrial plants in Germany to the fate of the so-called
«displaced cultural valuesy», but many details (steps of the reparation policy, trans-
port routes, use of equipment in the Soviet Union, alternative forms of collection re-
parations) were thus not disclosed [31].

In Western historiography recently also appeared works about the Soviet oc-
cupation policy and its individual areas. The American historian M. Neimark is a
follower of the old western concept during the times of «Cold War» about perma-
nent revolutionary expansion of the USSR. In his work devoted to the Soviet occu-
pation zone, he examines in detail the process of «sovietization» of the political and
cultural spheres of East Germany. The author argues that the goals of Soviet policy
in sphere of economy were only in an attempt to restore the economic potential of
the USSR via reparations, expropriation of property and the establishment of the
planned economy of the Soviet type in Germany [32]. Y. Foyttsik in his study for
the first time in German historiography gave complex analysis of SMAG, traced the
changes in its structure and staffing, functions of individual units and reconstructed
the mechanism for making important decisions [33]. He came to the conclusion that
the SMAG was not so much the body, but an instrument of soviet occupation policy
because all important decisions were taken in Moscow. The German government
and political parties only served as a liaison between the Soviet administration and
the population. The fundamental principle of soviet policy was the establishment of
its own security; it’s explained all decisions that were made — both, political and
economic. The author did not violate the practical aspect of soviet occupation pol-
icy, which is the implementation of political decisions. In the monograph of J. Fish

94



Gepin: IGTOPHYHI HAVKHN

traces the evolution of allied views on the issue of reparations from 1941 to 1945
and was given a comparative analysis of the allied reparation policy after World War
IT with respect to all countries of «axis», but reparations from East Germany paid
not enough attention [34]. R. Karlsh wrote a research devoted to Soviet reparations
from Germany [35]. He considered such aspects as the relations between Soviet and
German governing bodies on issues of reparations, transition from the policy of
dismantling to the maintenance and development of German industry, alternative
forms of collecting reparations, turned to the fate of Soviet nuclear project in East
Germany — AO «Bismuthy. Solidarity with other German historians, R. Karlsh esti-
mated the value of exported by the 1945-1953 to the Soviet Union on account of re-
parations equipment, industrial raw materials and finished products at 14-16 billion
dollars. The author stressed on the fact that the main burden of reparations went on
East Germany (from 20 to 49% of GDP per year), while West Germany was more
favorable terms (from 6 to 14,5% of GDP). That is what he explains further signifi-
cant backlog of economy East Germany from West Germany. Some works devoted
to the reconstruction of the economic system in the Soviet occupation zone (SOZ)
and the German Democratic Republic, the expropriation of industry, land reform and
collectivization of agriculture, they have attempted a comparative analysis with
similar sectors of the economy of the Federal Republic of Germany [36-38]. In
German historiography considerable interest to the study of the political aspect of
Soviet occupation and German aspect of the problem, while the activity of SMAG,
the role of the Soviet Union in the events that took place in this period remained vir-
tually unexplored. A large number of works devoted to the problems of transforma-
tion of the political system of East Germany, the history of political parties and pub-
lic organizations [39—44]. The attention of Western historians to the problems of po-
litical repression of Soviet concentration camps in Germany to the state security of
East Germany does not weaken. A considerable part of this work condemns «social-
ist past», the material selected tendentiously, statistical data is rather approximate
[45, 46].

Thus, the history of the Soviet occupation zone and Soviet occupation policy
is one of those areas of science that are actively developing. Quite thoroughly stud-
ied the political aspect of Soviet occupation, partly — the economic aspect, but there
is still no research that would comprehensively presented the Soviet occupation pol-
icy in economy of East Germany, the impact of measures of SMAG in industry, ag-
riculture, finance, transport, trade and supply.
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0. B. Camko

PAJSIHCHKA OKYHALISI CXITHOf HIMEYUYMHM B 1945-1953 pp.:
PAJSIHCHKA TA 3APYBI)KHA ICTOPIOT PA®ISI

Y cmammi euznaueno ocroeni emanu 00CNiONCeHH NPOOIEMU DPAOSAHCHKOIL
oxynayii Cxionoi Himeuuunu 6 1945—1953 pp. Ilpoananizosano npayi paosiHcbKux,
POCICbKUX, HIMEYbKUX MA AMEPUKAHCLKUX ICMOPUKIE8 3 yiei npobaemamuku. Iloxa-
3aHO 0cobaUBOCMI NIOX00I8 PAOAHCHKOIL ICMOPUUHOL WKOIU MA 3aXIOHUX OOCTIOHU-
Ki6 00 yiei memamuxiu.

Knrwouoei cnosa: paosucoka oxynayis, oxynayiuna nouimuxa, penapayii, Hi-
meyvke numanns, Cxiona Hineuwuuna, HJ[P, CPCP, CBAI.

O. B. Camko

COBETCKAS OKKYIIAIIMS BOCTOYHOM TEPMAHUHA
B 1945-1953 rr.: COBETCKAS U 3APYBEXKHASA UCTOPUOI'PA®UA

B cmamuve onpeoenensvt ocnogHble 3manvl uccie008aHus npoodiemvl cogemc-
Kot okkynayuu Bocmounoii I'epmanuu ¢ 1945—1953 2e. [Ipoananuzuposanvt mpyowvi
COBEMCKUX, POCCULICKUX, HEMEYKUX U aAMEPUKAHCKUX UCMOPUKO8 NO OAHHOU Npo-
onemamuxe. Ilokazanvl ocobeHHOCMU NOOX0008 COBEMCKOU UCMOPUYECKOL UKOIb]
U 3anaomsix uccieoosameinel K OAHHOU memamuxe.

Knroueewie cnosa: cosemckas okKynayus, OKKYNaAyuoHHAas NOJUMUKA, pena-
payuu, Hemeykuu sonpoc, Bocmounas I'epmanus, I /[P, CCCP, CBAI.
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