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FORMS AND PROSPECTS OF THE ACTIVITIES
OF HISTORICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL CENTER
"CHERKASY REGION THROUGH THE PRISM OF ORAL HISTORY"
IN THE CONTEXT OF STUDENTS TRAINING

The article refers to the establishment and activities of historical and
sociological center "Cherkasy region through the prism of oral history” in the
Department of History and Social Sciences of Ukraine in Cherkasy State
Technological University. There are displayed the main activities of the Center and
analyzed its main achievements, the attention is focused on attracting students to
research work.
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The development of historical science needs to attract new sources of
research, development of new forms and methods of studying the past. One of the
promising areas in historian’s work in modern conditions is fixing and analysis of
social memory, oral history, which can significantly complement the picture of the
world that has been obtained using traditional methods to collect and analyze official
sources. The study of oral history also has significant educational potential because
it allows students to transfer learning material perception of purely rational sphere to
the sphere of rational and emotional, which makes remembering rather simpler.
Studying the experience of oral history research and attracting students to research
work is undoubtedly important.

Certain aspects of the problem are presented in publications and development
of such authors as H. Hrinchenko, P. Tompson, T. Nahayko, I. Stadnyk, O. Yashan
[1-4].

The aim of the study is an analysis of the historical and sociological center
"Cherkasy region through the prism of oral history" and the implementation of the
results into the learning process in preparing students in Cherkasy State
Technological University.

In 2014 at the Department of History of Ukraine (now — Department of
History and Social Sciences Ukraine) Cherkasy State Technological University
created historical and sociological center "Cherkasy region through the prism of
Oral History" (hereinafter — Center). The creation of this Centre was the logical
extension of research work that was established long ago by the department staff.
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Traditionally, teachers and students gathered testimonies of participants of various
socially significant events, these materials formed the basis for scientific
publications, student papers, tests.

The key to the future fruitful activity was the fact that the staff of the
department possesses practical methods of in-depth interviews, focus groups,
drafting questionnaires, transcription tools, as evidenced by field research, the
results of which are reflected in the books, scientific articles, conference thesis,
protected on oral history materials PhD dissertation (Yashan O.0O. "Moral and
psychological state of Ukraine's population during the occupation of 1941 — 1944:
on materials of the Central region of Ukraine").

Historical-Sociological Centre "Cherkasy region through the prism of oral
history" is a research unit of Cherkasy State Technological University and works at
the Department of History and Social Sciences Ukraine Cherkasy State
Technological University.

According to documents Center is subject to the rector, vice-rector for
scientific work, and it directly led by director appointed to this post in due course,
manages scientific and economic activities of the Centre. Centre provides self-
financing.

Center Staff workers — Doctor of History, Professor Bushyn M.I., Doctor of
History, Professor Lazurenko V.M., Ph.D., Assoc. Illyashenko Yu.Yu., Ph.D.,
Assoc. Lysenko A.l., Ph.D., Assoc. Stadnyk I.Yu., Ph.D., Assoc. Teptyuk L.M.,
Ph.D., Assoc. Khudoliy O.S., Ph.D., Assoc. Yashan O.0O., Ph.D. Lazurenko Yu.M.

The priorities of the Center are the following:

» oral history as a source and methods of research the daily life of Cherkassy
region during the Second World War (1941 — 1945);

* culture and ethnic identity of Cherkasy region;

« subculture as a unit of analysis of the socio-political identity;

* universe of contemporary mentality;

* personification of regional history in socio-cultural space;

* norm and deviation in the system of ideological orientations;

 worldview universals of the average Ukrainian.

Among the applied aspects of oral history research Center Position highlights
memories-descriptions of a fixed outstanding event; study of customary bodies,
folklore, traditions and life style of Cherkassy region; study the history of women's
movement in Cherkasy region; study of Cherkassy children's organizations in
different historical periods; study of international relations and ethnocultural
processes in Cherkasy region; agricultural history of the region; casual history of
Cherkassy region during the Second World War; life of different generations over a
period of time; history of a particular social or political organization activities;
deviation of everyday, access to which is complicated or impossible through
traditional methods for studying.
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During the creation of the Center it was assumed that materials can be used in
the preparation of educational and teaching aids in the disciplines of humanitarian,
social, psychological, sociological, cultural and regional direction, may be useful to
public authorities of Ukraine and the local authorities, teachers, students when
writing articles, monographs, dissertations; media, public organizations.

Due to the diverse arecas of research that need further consultations,
discussions, field expeditions, and work with archival sources Regulation provides
establishing close cooperation with the authorities of the city and district executive,
Cherkasy regional state administration, Cherkasy Regional Museum, Cherkassy
regional state archives, local national-cultural associations and community
organizations, the Foundation "Historical heritage", the Ukrainian national union of
local lore of Ukraine; Central Museum of the Border Service of Ukraine (Orshanets,
Cherkasy region) and other institutions. This work is actively carried out.

An important part of training institution of higher education professional
qualifications is the formation of his creative potential that in the future would allow
successful solving all the problems that go into his professional competence. The
current school is not only and not so much to convey to students a body of
knowledge as by giving them a paradigm teach them to acquire knowledge
independently by participating in research work, getting accustomed to independent
creative research.

Research work of a student in the study of "History and culture of Ukraine",
"Sociology", "Political Science" in CSTU is in search work, manifested primarily in
independent creative research of socially important problems.

One of the types of individual work that is proposed to students by teachers of
the department of History of Ukraine in Cherkasy State Technological University, in
particular, is to collect testimonies of people who were World War II in arms, or
were in the occupied territories and experienced all the "charms " of "new" Nazis
established order. Such materials are recorded by students or filmed in a video
interview or written and then sounded during the seminars. This, in our opinion, can
move the events of those years from the sphere of purely intellectual to the
emotional one. This helps to achieve the goal set by the teacher.

Working with records of memories allows students to develop skills to work
with primary sources (as opposed to indirect sources of anthologies using artificially
compiled collections of documents, etc.), that is a valuable methodological tool for
the development of analytical scientific thinking. On the other hand, work with oral
memories that require critical approach, ability to summarize the accumulated
material and put into practice the theoretical knowledge helps to develop scientific
skills of synthesis. Such work is undoubtedly useful in terms of expanding the
overall outlook of students, as well as involves direct contact with the picture of the
world of another generation.

For example, based on eyewitness collected from witnesses of the Nazi
occupation of 1941 — 1944, the students concluded that exposure to occupational
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reality in the minds of Ukrainians in the occupied territories has formed its own
distinct image of the enemy.

During the first semester of 2015 — 2016 academic year in CSTU under the
auspices of the Centre a project called "The history of my family" was organized
and conducted, within this project first-year students of all departments and areas of
training conducted researches in history of their families and made up their own
family tree. The most informative and interesting reports were presented on
seminars, at round tables, during student conference.

So, having analyzed the activity of historical and sociological center
"Cherkasy region through the prism of oral history", we come to the conclusion that
its activities undoubtedly contributes to the revival of spiritual directions, traditions
and values of people's lives, implementation of its results contributes patriotism
among student youth, allows solving a range of training and educational problems.
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I. 1O. Cragnuk,
0. O. SIman

®OPMU I IIEPCIIEKTHUBU AIAJIBHOCTI ICTOPUKO-
COLIOJIOTTYHOI'O LHEHTPY «YEPKAIIIMHA KPI3b IPU3MY YCHOI
ICTOPII» B KOHTEKCTI IIIATOTOBKU CTYJAEHTCBKOI MOJIOJI

B cmammi tioembcsa npo cmeopenns ma OisibHiCMb ICIMOPUKO-COYION02TYHO2O
yenmpy «Uepxawuna kpize npusmy ycHoi icmopiiy npu xageopi icmopii Ykpainu
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ma  cycnintbHux — oucyuniin  Yepkacvbkoeo  0epi#cagHOo20  MEXHON02IUHO20
VHigepcumemy. Bioobpasceno ocnoeni Hanpamu Oisinbnocmi  Llenmpy ma
NPOAHANi308AHO OCHOBHI 11020 3000YMKU, AKYEHMOBAHO 16a2y HA 3AJVYEeHHI
cmyoenmia 00 nouLyKko8oi pobomu.

Knwuoesi cnosa: ycua icmopis, icmopuko-coyiono2iynuu yenmp « Yepkawuna
Kpi3b NpU3My YCHOL iICIMOpIiy.

H. 10. Cragnuk,
O. A. Slman

@®OPMBbI 1 IEPCHEKTUBBI JESATEJBHOCTHA HCTOPHUKO-
COIIMOJIOTUYECKOI'O IIEHTPA «HEPKACIINHA CKBO3b ITPU3MY
YCTHOHM NUCTOPUHN» B KOHTEKCTE IIOJIrOTOBKH
CTYJIEHYECKOHM MOJIOJEXH

B cmamve cosopumcs 0 co30aHuu U OesIMENbHOCMU  UCMOPUKO-
coyuonocuecKo2o yenmpa «depracuuna ckeozo nNpusmy YCMHOU UCMOPUU» NpU
kageope ucmopuu Ykpaunvi u obwecmeennvlx Oucyuniun Yepxacckozo
20Cy0apCcmeenHo20 MexHolocu4ecko2o yHusepcumema. Ompadcenbl OCHOBHbIE
Hanpaegnienus OesmenrvHocmu Llenmpa u npoamanuzupo8anvi OCHOBHblE €20
00CMUNCEHUS], AKYEHMUPOBAHO BHUMAHUE HA NPUBLEYEHULU CIYOEHMO8 K NOUCKOBOLL
pabome.

Knrwouesvle cnoea: ycmuas ucmopus, uUCmMOPUKO-COYUOTOSUHECKUL YeHmp
«Yepracwuna ck803b npu3My YCMHOU UCTOPUUY.
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