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PUBLIC LECTURES AS A MEANS OF CULTURAL
AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF HISTORICAL SOCIETIES
ON THE VERGE OF XIX-XX CENTURIES

Based on the analysis of archival documents, scientific literature and their
synthesis, the article highlights and analyzes the practice of organizing and
conducting public educational lectures by scientific historical societies of Naddni-
pryanska Ukraine in the late XIX — early XX centuries. Based on the analysis of
normative documents, periodicals and the works of the members of historical
societies, selected main themes of public lectures, their structure is shown, the age
and social structure of visitors are analyzed. Public lectures are considered as a
part of cultural and educational activity of university historical societies. It is af-
firmed that the popularization of humanitarian knowledge has been aimed to
different segments of the population of different age and gender groups. Based on
the research a conclusion is made about the importance of conducting public
lectures by experts — professors of universities at Naddnipryanska Ukraine and the
effectiveness of this type of educational activity by Ukrainian intellectuals. The
prospects of further researches, which should involve the experience of other
scientific societies with general historical and general scientific orientation are
determined.
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intellectuals.

In the second half of the nineteenth century Ukrainian intellectuals organized
and established fruitful work of numerous historical (in general meaning) societies.
As historical societies we understand public associations, whose main objectives
were: research of history, ethnography, culture and people of Ukraine; the identifica-
tion and publication of historical sources, preparation and printing of scientific re-
searches and so on. Of course, such historical society had different names, were dif-
ferent in structure, in the principles of funding, in specific tasks, in amount of pub-
lishing and so on. The special attention of researchers deserves historical societies
that were functioning on a base of universities at Naddnipryanska Ukraine.

In the last third of the XIX — early XX century scientific and educational ac-
tivities were carried by several associations of aforementioned type. Among them,
Historical Society of Nestor the Chronicler at the University of Kiev (hereinafter —
HSNC), Historical and Philological Society at Kharkov University (hereinafter —
HHPS), Historical and Philological Society at the University of Novorossiysk (here-
inafter — HPSNU), Historical and Philological Society in the Prince Oleksandr Bez-
borodko Historical and Philological Institute in Nizhyn (hereinafter — HPSNI). De-
spite the fact that the Prince Oleksandr Bezborodko Historical and Philological Insti-
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tute in Nizhyn was lower in rank than the universities, structure features, teaching
staff and level of researches in HPSNI correspond to the status of «university his-
torical scientific society».

Activity of the scientific historical societies periodically aroused the interest
of historians in pre-Soviet and Soviet periods. Such scientists as M. Kolesnyk [1],
S. Zaytseva [2], L. Hubytskyy [3], O. Nahirnyak [4], L. Kruhlova [5] and others are
studying this theme in modern Ukrainian historical science.

Nowadays there is an interest in activity of the scientific communities that
have established on a base of the universities. Won't be superfluous to refer to the
experience of predecessors in the organization of public events (lectures) and per-
haps will lead to increasing of methods and principles of their activity. The aim of
this research is the analysis, based on a comprehensive study of sources, principles
of organization and realization of public educational lectures for the population of
Naddniryanska Ukraine by the scientific historical societies in the late XIX — early
XX century.

Public lectures as a special kind of cultural and educational activity of the
university historical societies has been approved in their normative documents — sta-
tutes: HPSNU for 1888 year, HSNC — for 1893 year, HPSNI — for 1894 year and
HHPS — for 1901.

The first paid public lectures for population of Ukraine was organized in the
late XIX century and at the beginning of the XX century was launched a great job
with such events. Members of scientific historical societies tried to involve to lec-
tures listening representatives of different population groups and different age
groups. HSNC and HPSNI traditionally conducted public lectures without much fo-
cus on age or professional group, instead HPSNU and HHPS tried to experiment by
introducing specialized lectures for middle school students and women. HHPS is the
only one scientific historical society that organized reading of lectures outside the
Kharkiv city.

Responsibility for organizing the public lectures was given to special Lecture
committees (Lecture commissions) created on a base of societies or their Pedagogi-
cal departments (HHPS, HPSNI) or to individual members (HSNC, HPSNU). The
functions of these committees (commissions) were to draft a program of public read-
ings, make lists of speakers, determine the timing of the event and payment for visit.
It was necessary to obtain permission to organize lectures in authorities: the admini-
stration of the educational institution, the appropriate school district trustee and the
governor after the preparatory work [6, pp. 19-22]. After preparatory work the head
of society informs members about the future schedule of public lectures and the size
of possible payment to lecturers. Sometimes the fee was paid from the amount re-
maining after covering all expenses for arranging lectures.

Chronologically HPSNU conducted the first public lectures among the univer-
sity scientific historical societies during 1889—-1890 academic years [7, p. 9]. Mem-
bers of HPSNU were F. Uspens'kyy, O. Kirpichnikov, O. Baziner and V. Nechayev.
Also further were attracted to reading lectures other members of the Society.
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In 1894 HIFT conducted the first public lectures for women, or so-called
“women's courses» in response to request of Kharkiv society of mutual teacher as-
sistance, developed the lecture program and the rules of reading the world history,
Russian history and the history of literature. After the painstaking preparation and
coordination of lectures programs by the Minister of Education indoors the Kharkiv
First women Mariinsky gymnasium with a lecture weekly frequency was read
48 lectures in 1895 and 50 lectures in 1896 [8, pp. 28-34].

With the initiative of HSNC's head O. Lazarevsky in 1896 the Society organ-
ized the first own series of public lectures thanks to an anonymous donation of 1000
rubles, which came to the HSNC address. During the period from autumn 1896 to
spring 1897 members of society H. Afanasyev, M. Dashkevych, 1. Luchytsky, H.
Pavlutsky, V. Naumenko ta I. Sikorsky have read 74 public lectures on ancient his-
tory, the history of the Middle Ages, new history, the history of Russian and world
literature. Number of students in various lectures was different: it ranges from 28 to
385 people, total number of visitors reached more than 1000 people [9, p. 38].

In 1897 members of HIFT Pedagogical Department read several dozen public
lectures on topics that were close to the high school courses themes in order to im-
prove the educational level of students. For better learning theoretical material in
some lectures were arranged music and vocal parts. Such reading aroused interest
among intellectuals in other Ukrainian cities. So, on December 29, 1898 M. Maslov
gave a lecture about Pestalozzi in Ostrogozhsk city, Voronezh province, in March
1899 — in Poltava, M. Sumtsov gave a lecture «About the south Russian steppes», on
4 and 5 of April, 1899 in Novocherkassk he gave lectures «About the south Russian
steppes» and «Cities and castles on the Rhine», on April 6 in Rostov-on-Don he
gave one more lecture «About the south Russian steppes». During its existence the
HIFT Lection Committee has organized hundreds of educational lectures.

In the spring of 1904 HPSNI, like HSNC and HIFT, decided to organize a
similar series of paid public lectures on the history and literature. The head of the
Society F. Helbke in his address to the trustee of the Kiev educational district ex-
plained the necessity of lectures on the one hand as the ability to replenish the budg-
et of the Society, and on the other hand as «an important meaning of lectures for
maintaining their scientific interests among Nijin community, and also for better at-
titude of local community to the educational role of the Institute» [10, p. 1]. Among
lectors were members of HPSNI: Ie. Kashprovsky, M. Mandes, V. Piskorsky,
V. Riezanov and M. Speransky. Although the subject of lectures, according to one
member of the Lecture Committee B. Piskorski, «did not get to the level of solving
national problems of Ukrainian people» but they were «met by the local community
with a true understanding» because during their realization, there were a real interest
and attention of numerous visitors» [11, p. 370].

In 1905-1906 NSNC organized the course of public lectures on Ukrainian
history and literature. The number of all interested people in visiting these lectures,
by the report of the Association, «exceeded the norm according to which it was
admitted that it is possible to start lecturing» [12, p. 11].

32



Gepin: IGTOPHYHI HAVKHN

In April 1908 Education Department of HPSNU organized public lectures
on the occasion of the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Poltava for students to
«familiarize them with this important historical event and its meaning for our
country». The lecturers were full members of the Association such as P. Adrionov,
S. Petrovskiy, A. Nazarov and V. Kochaky. It should be emphasized that
these lectures were free because Novorosiyski University gave the room for their
conducting.

In 1909 HPSNU decided to start preparing a new course of lectures in the
interest of «more active cultural communication between Nizhyn scientific board,
members of HPSNU and Nizhyn residentsy. It lasted a year and a half, from March
1911 to November 1912. There is no more word about the continuation of the
courses of those lectures in the reports of the Association for the next years, besides
the public lecture «History of Greek Religion» that was conducted by the chief of
the Association V. Letsius on March 23, 1914 and three lectures by V. Rezanov
«From history of English literature» in early 1915. There are records in the diary of
honorary member of HPSNU M. Berezhkov about delivering the public lecture by
full member of the Association O. Muzychenko in March 28, 1910. Unfortunately,
M. Berezhkov hasn’t noted the fact either these lectures were read on behalf of the
Association, or on behalf of the Institute of History and Philology, and there are no
records about these events in archival materials and reports of the Association.

As stated above, scientific historical societies had to get approval by the
authorities to hold any public events, and they did not always welcome their
educational initiatives. Although public lectures touched upon relatively narrow set
of questions, local authorities looked severe after topics of lectures and lecture
candidates. In particular, the trustee of the Kiev school district in his letter to the
head of NSNC «recognized that it was necessary to exclude the historical lectures
presented by professor M.V. Dovnar-Zapolskiy’s program from the course of paid
public lectures that were organized by the Society of Nestor the Chronicler at the
University of St. Volodymyr in the period from November 1902 to March 1903». In
1908 during the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the death of M. Gogol, the
government didn’t allow to conduct the lecture on «Gogol and Mickiewiczy»
announced by NSNC. In 1908 university rectors received a secret order to dismiss
«all possible requests for participation in events to commemorate the Russian writer
L. Tolstoy, on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of his birth» [13, p. 18]. Even
after his death, in 1911, Nizhyn government did not allow full member of HPSNI
0. Kadlubovskyi to give a public lecture on «The artist and moralist Tolstoy» for a
long time. Only after reports that this lecture has been read in Kharkiv with the
permission of Kharkiv University Rada and the Governor of Kharkiv, HPSNI
received the permission to lecture [14, pp. 19-22].

The series of public lectures consisted mainly of several courses, each of
which consisted of 4-5 two-hour lectures on average. By 1910 the entrance to the
public lectures was always free for members of scientific historical societies, while
for others the price varied according to seats: 1-2 rows — 1 krb., 3 row — 0.75 krb.,
4 row — 0.50 krb., 5 row — 0.30 krb., 6 row — 0.20 krb. In addition, practices the
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dissemination of subscription tickets both the whole series of public lectures (6 krb.)
and one course (1-3 krb.). Scientific historical societies had the right to receive 10 to
50 percent funds from each lecturers’ profits at different times. At the same time
lecturers that give public lectures did not always work for free. They received either
a percentage of the fee for the lectures, or pre-determined amount of fee. Do not
forget the fact that in times of Balkan wars and World War I scientific historical so-
cieties organized charitable public lectures. Of course, the above mentioned infor-
mation is not complete and the subject of public lectures was not limited to the
mentioned themes.

Thusly, in the late XIX — early XX centuries scientific historical societies
made a great work in the organization of the series of public lectures for the Ukrain-
ian society. In modern Ukrainian historiography these lectures along with popular
readings, literary and musical evenings characterized as the most affordable and
popular type of educational activities that aimed at spreading general scientific
knowledge among the wvarious stratums of the Ukrainian population. The
implementation of these events can be divided into two stages: first — the end of the
nineteenth century — 1905, the second — 1909-1914. Topics of public readings
concerned mostly general questions of historical and philological sciences, as well
as problems of psychology, physiology, economics and so on. The Ukrainian
population welcomed the new initiative of scientific historical societies, as
evidenced by the number of visitors in different regions of Ukraine. Of course, we
should not exaggerate the impact that caused these scientific and educational
activities, but it is safe to talk about the important contribution of all scientific his-
torical societies to improvement in educational level of the population of Ukraine,
despite of the fact that the number of lectures, their topics and timing were different
in the associations. Funds for public readings, received on scientific historical socie-
ties account, used primarily to increase the publishing fund and in the period of
armed conflict — for charity.

In the future, it is worth to appeal to the study of public lectures’ topics of
other historical associations, the number of their students, etc., for comparative
analysis at regional and chronological sections and determine the influence of social
and political events on the activation of one of the main types of educational
activities of scientific historical societies — public educational activities.
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0. 3. Cnika,
H. M. JleBuuibka

NYBJIYHI JEKII SIK 3ACIB KYJbTYPHO-IIPOCBITHbLOI
JIAJBHOCTI ICTOPUYHUX TOBAPUCTB
HA MEXI XIX-XX CTOJIITH

Ha ocnosi auanizy apxisHux 0oKymenmis, HAYKO80I Jnimepamypu ma ix
cunmesy 6 cmammi GUOLIeHO U NPOAHANI308AHO NPAKMUKY Op2aHizayii ma
NPOBEOeHHsI 2POMAOCHLKUX OCBIMHIX JeKYill HAYKOBUX ICMOPUYHUX MOBAPUCTE
Haooninpancoroi Ykpainu nanpuxinyi XIX — na nowamxy XX cmonimms. Ha ocnogi
aHanizy HOPMAMUBHUX OOKYMEHMIB, NepioOudHUX 6UuoaHb 1 meopie ujleHis
iCmopu4HUX moeapucme ma 0OpAHUX OCHOBHUX meM NYONIYHUX JIeKYil NOKA3AHO
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CMPYKMypy, NPOAHAli308aH0O GIK | coyianbHUull ckiao 6iosioyeauis. I1yoniuni nexyii
PO3271A0aomecsa  AK 4acmMuHa KYJIbMYPHOI ma OC8IMHbOI OisIbHOCMI  GUUUX
HaguanbHux  3aknadie  icmopuynux — mogapucme.  Cmeepoicyemovcs, — Wo
NONyaApU3ayisa 2yMAaHIimMapHux 3HAHbL OYla CHPAMOBAHA HA PI3HI ce2MeHmu
HacejleHHs PI3HUX 8iKoeux i eenoeprux epyn. Ha ocnosi docnioscensv 6yno 3pobneno
BUCHOBOK NPO BANCIUBICMb NPOBEOeHHS NYONIYHUX NeKYil eKcnepmie — npoghecopis
yHigepcumemie Haoouinpsancekoi Ykpainu ma epexmusnicmov yvoco 6uody
0CBIMHbOI  OiAbHOCMI  YKpaiHcbKoi  inmenicenyii. Busznaueno nepcnekmusu
nOOANBWUX  OOCHIONCEHb, SKI NOBUHHI BKIOUAMU O00CBI0 [HWMUX HAYKOBUX
Mo8apucme 3a2aibHOICMOPUYHOIL [ 3a2albHOHAYKOBOI CNPAMOBAHOCMI.

Knrwouoei cnosa: yuisepcumem, HayKogo-icmopuune mosapucmeo, nyOniuHi
JNleKyii, inmeniceHyisl.

0. 3. Cnika,
H. H. JleBuukas

HHYBJIUYHBIE JIEKIINU KAK CPEJICTBO
KYJbTYPHO-IPOCBETUTEJILHOMU JEATEJBHOCTH
NCTOPUYECKHUX OBHIECTB HA PYBEXE XIX-XX BEKOB

Ha ocnose ananusza apxusHvlx OOKYMEHMO8, HAYYHOU JIumepamypvl U Uux
cunmesza 6 cmamve 6bloeleHd U NPOAHANUIUPOBAHA NPAKMUKA OpP2AHU3AYUU U
npogeoenusi 0OuecmeeHHbIX 00paA306aAMENbHLIX JEKYUL HAYUHLIX UCMOPUYECKUX
oowecme Haoouenpsinckoti Ykpaunvr 6 xonye XIX - nauane XX 6. Ha ocHose
AHANU3A HOPMAMUBHBIX OOKYMEHMO8, NepUuoOUdecKux u30anuti u pabom ujleHo8
ucmopuyeckux obujecma u 8blOPAHHbLIX OCHOBHBIX MeM NYOIUYHBIX NeKYUL NOKA3ZAHA
CMPYKMypa, NpOAHANUZUPOBAHbI 803PACH U COYUAIbHBIL COCMA8 Nocemumeneli.
Ilyonuynvie  nekyuu  paccmMampuearomcs — KAk — 4acms  KYAbMYPHOU U
0bpazoeamenvHoOl  0esIMeNbHOCMU  GbICUIUX VYEOHBIX 3a8e0eHUll UCTOPUYECKUX
obwecms. Ymeepoicoaemcs, umo nonyaiapusayus 2yMAHUMAapHulX 3HAHUL Oblia
HanpaeleHa Ha pazHvle Ce2MEeHMbl HACENeHUs PA3HBIX 803DACHMHBIX U 2€HOEPHbLIX
epynn. Ha ocnose uccnedoganuii Ovli cOenan 6800 0O BANCHOCMU NPOBEOEHUs.
nyoOIuYHsLIX — JeKyuil — IKcnepmamu — —  npogheccopamu  YHUBEPCUMEMO8
Haoonenpancxoii Yxkpaunvr u sghpgpexmusnocmu oannoco euoa obpazosamenvHoll
oesmenbHoCmuy  YKpauHckou — uHmennueeHyuu.  OnpedeieHvl  nepcnexkmusbl
OanbHEeUWUX UCCIe008aHUL, KOMOpble O0NNHCHbL GKIIOYAMb ONbIM OPY2UX HAYUHbIX
obuecma obueucmopuieckou u 0ouweHayyHol HanpagieHHOCMU.

Knrowueevie cnosa: ynusepcumem, HayuHO-Ucmopuveckoe  00Wecmaso,
nyoIuyHble NeKyuu, UHMeLIUSeHYus.
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