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JTEBATH PO HE3AJIEXKHICTH YKPATHUA B KAHAJICBKOMY ITAPTAMEHTI

Sk Bimomo, Kanama, mopsin 3 [lombinero, mepiioro
Bu3Hana 2 rpyaas 1991 p. HesanexHicTh Ykpainu. s
VYkpainu — cnpaBa HaJ3BUYaiHOI Baru. AJe MepuIicTb y
BHM3HAHHI i1 HE3aJEKHOCTI BCE K HaJIGKUTHL Ilonbii, SK
eBpoIeiichKil cycimi Ykpainm, xoua Kanana Bu3Hana
VYkpainy Ha mricte ronuH nizuime. He ciin 3a0yBaru, 1o
Bapmaga i OtraBa 3HaxX0/SIThCS B PI3HUX YaCOBHX TOsICAX.
[ pi3HMI MK HUMH TaKOX Y IIICTh TOAMH. TakuM YHHOM,
THKOITH, JKapTYIOUH, Ka&KyTh, 110 OOHJIBI JIep)KaBU BU3HAIIN
VYkpaiHy cy0’€KTOM MIKHApOJHUX BiJIHOCHH OJJHOYACHO.

Bigomo, mo 3Ha4HMI BiACOTOK HaceneHHs Kanaau
CKJIa[Iaf0Th BUX1/1I 3 YKpaiHu a0o 1X Hamaaku. SIKio Matu
Ha yBa3i oyarok Jiuiie opiliifHOro pogoBoay yKpaiHCHKOT
rpomazu KpaiHu KJIICHOBOTO JIMCTKA, SIK 1HKOJIH HEO(IIiHHO
Ha3uBaroTh KaHay, To BiH JaTOBaHMH OCTaHHBOIO JIEKAI0I0
XIX ct. Huniniueoro poky BiacHe BigzHadatumemo 120-ty
PIYHUIIIO MTOSIBU TaM MEPIIMX FATMIBKUX YKpaiHIiB [BaHa
[Mununiea ta Bacuis €nuHsKa, KOTpI NPOKIAIU TYAH
JIOpPOTY HACTYITHUM THUCSYaM TINIBKUX Ta OYKOBUHCHKUX
yKpaiHuiB. BHacmigiok mnoTyHOi Mirpamiinoi XBuii
BKe 110 novartky Ilepmioi cBiTOBOT BifiHM YKpaiHI cTaiu
MOMITHOI) €THIYHOI TPYIO, OCOOJUBO B CTCIOBUX —
Manito0i, CackaueBaHi, Anp0OepTi — npoBiHIisx Kanamu.
Y Mi>KBOEHHHIT MIEPi0J] MPOLIEC MEPECEICHHS YKPATHIIIB 10
Kanaau tpuBaB. Tyau 31e01IbIIOT0 MOTPATUISIIA CEIISTHH 1
y HEBEJIMKUX KiJbkocTsix Mimanu 3 [lombir, PymyHii Ta
MCHIIIOI0 MIpOI0 3 IHIIUX €BPOICHCHKUX neprkaB. Jpyra
K CBiTOBa BiliHa BMIITOBXHYJAa Ha 3axiJl HOBY XBHIIIO
YKpAaTHIIiB, Cepe/l SKUX IepeBaxain OKeHIIi Ta nepeminieHi
ocolwu, sIKi BHECIIN Y CEPEIOBHIIE KaHAJCbKUX YKpaiHIIIB
Ba)XJIMBUI IMIyJIbC HalllOHAJBHOI camoifeHTn4HoCTi. 1e
BKe OyaM BUXIJII 3 yCiX YKpaiHCBKUX 3€Mellb, y T.4. 3
HipaJsTHCHKOT YKpaiHu.

Byno 6 NMOMMIKOBMM TBEPIMTH, IO BijJ TOBAJICHHS
OinbmioBuKkamMu  Ykpaincekoi Haponuoi PecrmyOmikm i
Jo nodarky Jlpyroi cBiTOBOI BiifHM KaHaJChKi yKpaiHIii
iHAe(hepeHTHO CTABHJIMCS 1O MPOOJIEM CBOET iCTOPHYHOL
baTbKiBIIMHYU 4K JI0 101 YKPAiHIIB, aBTOXTOHIB y 1HIIUX
€BPOTICUCHKUX KpaiHax. 30BCIM HaBmaku. [Iporsrom
YChOTO MIKBOEHHOTO JBAJUSTHIITTS KaHAJChKI yKpaiHIIi
HaMarajucsi, SIK TUIbKM MOIVIM, MiATPUMATH YKpaiHIB
y tomimnii YPCP, Tlonbuyi, Pymynii. Pisko Buctymamm
NPOTH HACWIILCTBA, YHHEHOTO HaJ Hamu. Cka3aHe MOXKHA
NpOUIIOCTpYBaTH ~ OararbMa — NPUKIAAaMH,  30KpeMa
piskuM  3acymkeHHsiM  [omomomopy  1932-1933  pp.,
narudikaiii moJbChKOK B0 3aXiTHOYKPATHCHKHUX CLJT
y 1930 p. A mie panime - cupasa nosajienns YHP, 3YHP,
npobnema Puszbkoro mupHoro jnoroBopy Mix I[lonbmiero i
pansHchknME Ykpainoto ta Pociero.

SIkoro kx Oyna peakilisi KaHaJAChKOI BIIau, HacaMIIepes
LEHTPAJIbHOI, Ha BUMOI'M CBOIX I'DOMAaJsIH YKPAaiHCBKOI'O
NOXO/KEHHST  BTPYTUTHUCSL Y  CHpaBy  3aJI0OBOJICHHS
HEBIJIKJIaIHUX TOTPeO yKpalHIIB Yy TOAINIHINA YKpaiHi, un

CycimHiX 3 Her jepkaBax? HeoOXimHO CTBEpIUTH, IO
no3umis Kananu, sik nepkaBu, y LIl JeTiKaTHIN crpasi
OyJa Aemo ABO3HAYHOK0. 3 0OIHOTO OOKY, ii Bllaga He Moryia
HE paxyBaTUCS 3 BUMOTAMHU 1 JiSIMH CBOIX TPOMAJsH,
MPEJCTaBHUKU SKHX Ha TOH 4Yac BXKe 3aiiMaiyd 3HAYHI
MO3HUIT y BIAIHUX CTPYKTypax YCiX piBHIB, BKJIIOYHO 3
¢denepanbHUMU. 3 1HIIOTO, K IOMIHIOH BemukoOpurasii,
BOHA MOBHUHHA OyJia Y3ro/pKyBaTH CBOI Aii Ha MiXXHAPOJHIN
apeHi 3 MeTpononi€ero. 3penITow, BOHa MycCijla paxyBaTHCs
3 THM, IO HIONTO YKpaiHIli Malu «CYBEpEHHY»
nepxaBy — YPCP, y ckmami Pagsacekoro Corozy. Tomy
3HAXO/IMMO YMMaJIO JOKYMEHTIB, Y SIKUX KaHaJChKa BlIaJia
«IOSICHIOBAJIa» CBOIM YKpaiHISIM, 110 BOHA 3MYyLIEHa
MISATH, TaK, SIK BIACHE €.

[Ipore HamonerIMBICTH YKPATHCBKUX —KaHAJICHKHX
oprasisaiiii, 0codauBo mig yac Jpyroi cBiTOBOI BiiiHH Ta
1o 11 3aKiHYEHHSI, SIK 3pEIITO0 1 B YC1 HACTYIHI POKH, Q)
1o posnanxy CPCP, npuHocuiia cBoi pe3ysabTaTH.

Bonozitoun neBHOIO KITBKICTIO JTIOKYMEHTIB 3 1€0aTiB
y [anari rpoman i CeHari KaHaJICHKOTO MapIIaMEeHTy aBTOp
MPUHIIIOB 10 BUCHOBKY, 1110 100pe 0 X04 BUOIPKOBO 3 HUMHU
MO3HAHOMUTH YUTaYiB [CMOPUKO-NONIMUYHUX NpoOLem
cyuacroeo ceimy. 3alpolOHOBAaHI Marepiajiu, Ha Halry
JIYMKY, MOXYTb CIIPUSTH PO3YMIHHIO TOTO, SIK KaHAJIChKa
BJIaja, 3peIlTol0, KaHaJChKe CYCHUIBCTBO 3arajoM,
pearyBanu Ha moiii B VYkpaini HampukiHimi XX cr.,
a 30kpema Ha pedepenaym 1 rpyaas 1991 p. [exto 3
KaHaJChbKUX TMapilaMeHTapiB mnepeOyBaB y CKIajai Trpyr
criocTepiraviB, siKi BiIBiyBaJIM pi3HI perioHu YkpaiHu —
BiJl 3aX0/Iy JI0 CXOJ1Y, IBHOY1 Ta MiBIHS — | MAB MOXKJTUBICTb
Ha BJIACHI 04l NOOAYUTH, 3 SIKOIO HATIOJICTIIUBICTIO yKpaTHILI
HaMarajucsi 3100yTH CBOIO BIIACHY JICPKaBHICTb.

Atmocdepy, ska B Ti He3aOyTHI JHI NaHyBaja B
napiamenTi Kanaau, aBTOp XOTiB OM NpOLTIOCTpYBaTH
KiJIbkOMa BHTSTaMH 3 ITIPOTOKOJIB 3acifanb sk [lamaru
rpoman, tak i Cenary. [lepir 3a Bce JeKiibka YPHUBKIB 3
BUCTYIIB JenyTariB 1 ToaimHboro mnpem’epa Kanaan
bpaiisna Manpyni Ha Tperiii cecii [lamatu rpoman ka-
HaJIChKOTO napiaamenTy 34-ro cknukanss 2 rpyass 1991 p.,
T00TO Bimpasy micis pedepeHaymy B Yipaini. Oxkpemo
BapTO MOAATH BUCTYI, JCUIO 3 XYAOKHIM BIATIHKOM, Yy
Cenari 3 rpynns 1991 p.

UKRAINIAN INDEPENDENCE

Mr. Benoit Tremblay (Rosemont): Mr. Speaker, the
Ukrainian community of my riding welcomed the results
of the independence referendum in their home country
with great pride, joy and hope. This democratic exercise
gave the Ukrainian people an opportunity to clearly ex-
press their sovereign will after 350 years of injustice and
forced union.

Of course, President Gorbachev made threats. « With-
out Ukraine, there is no union, and without union, there
will be neither social peace nor market economy and the
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country will sink into ethnic strife and anarchy», he said.

Instead, we see a new democratic country being born,
one that is open, tolerant toward its minorities and ready to
associate on a normal basis of mutual interest rather than in
a dominant/dominated relationship.

I hope that Ukrainian independence will be recognized
immediately by Canada and all countries in the world.

I also wish to deplore our governments decision not to
include the hon. member for Calgary Northeast, who is of
Ukrainian origin, in the Canadian parliamentary delegation
to supervise the referendum, even though he was officially
invited and he is a knowledgeable observer of Ukraine’s
democratic evolution.

UKRAINE

Mr. Jesse Flis (Parkdale — High Park): Mr Speak-
er, yesterday, December 1, approximately 80 per cent of
Ukrainians voted yes in a referendum which affirmed the
Ukrainian Parliaments August 24 declaration of indepen-
dence.

Over 6,000 Canadians of Ukrainian descent who live in
my constituency of Parklade — High Park call on the Ca-
nadian government to recognize Ukrainian independence
today, and to begin establishing full diplomatic relations.

Mr. Kravchuk, on his recent visit to Canada, assured
us that nuclear weapons in Ukraine will remain under the
control of a collective interdependent defence alliance
until they are fully dismantled. He said that his
independent Ukraine will guarantee equal rights to
Russians, Jews and minority groups.

I recommend that the government bring in a resolution
to this Chamber today recognizing Ukraine as the worlds
newest independent nation, representing 52 million and
Europe’s fourth largest geographical area.

UKRAINE

Mr. Chris Axworthy (Saskatoon — Clarks Crossing):
Mr. Speaker, over the weekend, the people of Ukraine
made a historic decision. My colleague, the member for
Edmonton East, who was in Ukraine as part of a Canadian
delegation to observe the elections, confirmed this morning
that the people of Ukraine have overwhelmingly chosen to
chart their own destiny.

This decision is being celebrated not only in Ukraine
but also by hundreds of Thousands of sons and daughters
of Ukraine who live here in Canada.

I urge the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State for
External Affairs to make sure Canada is among the first
countries to give official recognition to this most recent
addition to the world community of independent nations.

Now is the ideal time for the cultural and economic
links between our nations to be strengthened. I can think
of no better way to celebrate the 100 years of Ukrainian
settlement in Canada than by reaffirming the historic links
between our countries today.

S.0.31

Today is a pivotal day for the people of Ukraine. Let
us make sure that Canada is there to assist them in the
challenges ahead.

UKRAINE

Hon Lloyd Axworthy (Winnipeg South Centre):
Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask a question of the Prime
Minister.

We are pleased to recognize that the Prime Minister
took the step this morning of recognizing the independence
of Ukraine.

Some hon.members: Hear, hear.

Mr.Axworthy (Winnipeg South Centre): 1 would
like to ask the Prime minister some questions to clarify
the statement released by his office which says: «Canada
will only open negotiations and will have to satisfy itself
with respect to Ukraine’s stated intentions on ensuring that
nuclear weapons will remain under secure control that
there will be compliance with existing arms control agree-
ments» and so forth.

It is our understanding that assurances have already
been given by the President of Ukraine, Mr.Kravchuk,
in a letter to the Prime Minister this week. I want to ask
the Prime Minister: What further conditions, what to ask
the Prime Minister: What further conditions, what further
assurances is the Prime Minister requiring before full
embassy status is given to Kiev and the full
diplomatic power of immigration and other negotiations are
transferred to that post in Kiev?

Could the Prime Minister indicate what more it is that
Canada is now looking for under these negotiations?

Right Hon. Brian Mulroney (Prime Minister):
Mr. Speaker, when we saw the results of the vote in
Ukraine, the government decided to recognize Ukraine
as an independent state. That we have done and we have
announced.

It is not unusual, pursuant to such a decision, for a coun-
try to open negotiations with regard to the establishment of
diplomatic relations. In this case which is quite unusual
Canada will wish to be satisfied with respect, for example,
to the question of nuclear weapons that will remain under
secure control until they are disposed of.

Overnight a country has become a nuclear power with
nuclear weapons on its territory. Obviously, in the interests
of effective bilateral relationships and in the interests of
security, we are going to want to assure ourselves of the
security of those weapons. We want them destroyed and /
or removed and placed under secure control. This is an en-
tirely normal process which we are informed the leadership
of the Ukraine welcomes.

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Winnipeg South Centre):
Mr. Speaker, I have a supplementary question. I think it
still begs the question as to whether this is an unqualified or
qualified recognition. We would like to know what further
assurances in addition to Mr. Kravchuk’s letter the Prime
Minister is looking for.

Furthermore, I think we all recognize that a newly inde-
pendent country needs more than just recognition. It needs
assistance for its economic security. It needs assurances on
its own security, and particularly in the case of Ukraine this
question of dismantling its nuclear weapons is very crucial.

We should all take account of the UN report released
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this morning saying that there could be major unrest in
eastern Europe if there is not another Marshall Plan.

In addition to these negotiations about nuclear
weapons, is Canada prepared to offer to Ukraine substantial
new economic assistance and in particular respond to the
request we made this morning that Canada help in the con-
version of its nuclear warheads to peaceful purpose?

Right Hon. Brian Mulroney (Prime Minister): We
do not want the nuclear warheads converted. We want
them done away with. That is what we want.

Some hon.members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Mulroney: My hon. friend asks two questions.
On the first one the answer is contained in the first line
of the statement: «Prime Minister Brian Mulroney today
announced that Canada had decided to recognize Ukraine
as an independent state». The recognition issue is resolved.

With regard to the second question raised in regard to
future economic assistance and so on, in my meetings with
President Kravchuk prior to the election when he visited
with me in Ottawa, I conveyed to him the view that after
the election, and assuming certain results if that were the
case, we would be dispatching senior public officials of
the Government of Canada to meet with the officials of
the newly elected government to deal precisely with the
questions raised by my hon. friend.

The last line of the release deals precisely with that:
«The Prime Minister confirmed that senior officials will
be going to Kiev in the coming days to convey Canada’s
position and to begin the process of negotiations», which
takes in as well the matters raise by my hon. friend.

SENATORS ' STATEMENTS UKRAINE

Declaration of independence — felicitations

Hon. Nathan Nurgitz: Honourable senators, when
I heard the results of the voting in the Ikraine yesterday,
it brought memories of our late colleague Senator Paul
Yuzyk, who always reminded us of his heritage and of the
plight of the Ukrainian people.

Well, honourable senators, my parents, although of a
different religious group, came from that same region of
what used to be the Soviet Union, and by my home town
of what used to be the Soviet Union, and my home town
of Winnipeg has a very large number of Ukrainian people,
all celebrating Ukrainian independence. Near the legisla-
ture in Winnipeg stands a statue of Taras Schevchenko,
the great Ukrainian poet and nationalist who represents
the great enduring spirit of the Ukraine. This statue was
erected during the time of the government of our colleague
Senator Robin, who felt that the Ukrainian people, who did
not have their own homeland, could at least pay tribute to
one of their great heroes in a city where there was a large
Ukrainian population.

Born onto serfdom in 1814, Taras Schevchenko was
purchased out of serfdom in 1838 for some 2,500 rubles.
He was arrested in 1847 by the Czarist authorities for what
was considered subversive activities in promoting Ukrai-
nian nationalism. Czar Nicholas I had him sentenced for
an indefinite period to hard military service. It was only
in 1857 that Schevchenko was freed by Czar Alezander

II. On February 26, 1861, one day after his 47th birthday,
Schevchenko died under circumstances of extreme hard-
ship.

Throughout most of these years, when not under
interdict, he wrote poetry extensively. His poem written on
October 21, 1845, entitled «Subotivy», speaks to us about
today’s events. He wrote

«Upon a lofty hill there stands

The coffin of Ukraine;

A crypt both wide and still,

It is the church of Great Bohdan

Where once he used to pray

That Muscovite and Cossack might

Share good and ill alway.

May peace be to your soul, Bohdan,

Their gain has been our loss;

The Muscovites have snatched away

All that they came across...»

The Church was considered by Schevchenko to be the
coffin of Ukraine because it was the burial place of Hetman
Bohdan Khmelnitsky who had signed the Treaty of Perya-
slav in 1654, which, in effect, united Ukraine politically
with Russia in order to save Ukraine from Poland. The re-
sult was Ukraine’s loss of independence for over 300 years.

He concludes his poem with these words:

«Yet do not laugh, ye foreign folk!

That Church beneatch the skies

May crumble down, but from its vaults

A new Ukraine will rise.

To end the night of slavery

Injustice will be gone;

Our serf-born sons glad orisons

Will greet sweet freedoms dawn»

Although there was a brief rebirth of an independent
Ukraine from 1917 to 1920, it is this past Sundays over-
whelming vote — over 80 per cent — for independence of the
Ukraine which must herald freedoms dawn and the begin-
ning of the «New Ukraine» which Schevchenko so fervent-
ly believed in. To be true to Schevchenko, Ukraine must
stand for freedom and justice for all citizens, regards of
ethnic origin, religious conviction or political persuasion.

We wish the people of the Ukraine good fortune in
pursuing these goals.

Hon. Senators: Hear, hear.

VY sxoBtHI 2010 p. HUHIMIHIKA npem’ep-MiHicTp Kananu
Creden T'epmep BimBimaB 3 IBOJCHHHUM BI3UTOM Hally
Kkpainy. 3ycrpiyaBcsi 3 mpesujieHToM Ykpainu Biktopom
SlHyKkOBHYEM, IHIIMMH BHCOKOMOCAJOBISIMU. BHacminok
3ycTpiuedl MiAIMHCAHO IIICTh HOBUX MIDKICPKABHUX
MPOCKTIB, SIKi CIPSIMOBaHI Ha Jajblie MONITHOICHHS
YKpaiHChKO-KaH/ICbKUX CTOCYHKIB Ta Ha MiATPUMKY
MPOLIECIB BHYTPIIIHBOTO PO3BUTKY YKpaiHH.

Vitaliy Makar
Debate on Ukraine’s Independence in Canada Parlia-
ment

The article deals with debates on Ukraine’s indepen-
dence in the Canadian Parliament. The author reveals the
atmosphere and attitude towards Ukraine’s striving for
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independence in the late 20th century. The author also
believes that proposed materials can contribute to under-
standing how the Canadian government, after all, Cana-
dian society in general, react to events in Ukraine in the
late twentieth century.

Some Canadian parliamentarians visited various re-

gions of Ukraine in groups of observers - from east to west,
north and south - and had a remarkable opportunity to see
how persistent Ukrainians were in their efforts to create an
independent state.

Key words: Ukraine, independence, Canadian parlia-
ment, debate, ancestors, refugees, Ukrainian nationalism.



