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The work is dedicated to the tenure of life and activities of Ivan Melissino, 
especially during the period of his excellence as Chief Procurator of the 
Holy synod of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
Ivan Melissino (1718 1795) is a representative of the ancient Byzantine 
aristocratic family. He served the Russian Empire and became the second 
director of the Moscow University. In 1763, Empress Catherine II appointed 
Ivan as the Chief Procurator of the Holy Synod to promote her reforms. 
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Amongst his accomplishments, renewal of the suspended process of 
secularization of church lands was the first to his credit. In 1767, Melissino 
introduced to the Synod of the Church a 13-point draft reform. This project 
was not considered and Melissino was soon released. The article provides 
a brief analysis of each point in the project based on his point of view both 
in terms of compliance with the church canons and the relevance of 
contemporary church and socio-political realities. Some of the points were 
gradually implemented during the next historical development of the 
Church and those that were not implemented continued to remain relevant. 
Some of them could not be realized due to non-compliance with the 
Orthodox doctrine.
Keywords: Russian Orthodox Church, Synod, Chief Procurator, 
Catherine s IIreforms, educational ideas, secularization.
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