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The European Union is the most successful and exemplary example of 
regional integration. The history of the Western and Central-Eastern 
European countries unification processes is more than sixty years old. 
They were accompanied by its ups and downs: the intensive phases were 
replaced by slower activity. But every period is unique and brought some 
features and positive achievements to the cause of the European states 
unification. Such famous personalities as Jean Monnet, Robert Schumann, 
Paul-Henri Spaak, Georges Spenale, Altiero Spinelli and others worked for 
the EU creation at different times. Practical measures to unite the region 
were accompanied by the development of the European integration 
theoretical foundations. One who personified both sides of the EU creation 
activity was A. Spinelli. The peak of his political activity is one of the most 
difficult periods in the integration processes history. 
The paper is devoted to the formation of views, ideas and activities of 
Altiero Spinelli, the founder of the European integration federalism theory. 
Mainly, the attention is focused on the practical activities of the famous 
Italian person, his battle for the united Europe creation and the contribution 
to the making of the European Union. It is considered more than forty years 
of European federalist political activity and evaluated his action.
Key words: Altiero Spinelli, federalism, political integration, the European 
Union.
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