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PLANTS THAT RESERVE CRUCIFEROUS FLEA BEETLES

S. Stankevych, L.  Kava

In Kharkiv region Kharkiv district we found 5 plant species that reserve
cruciferous flea beetles: field mustard (Sinapis arvensis), Shepherd's purse
(Capsella bursa-pastoris), Descurainia Sophia (Sisymbrium Sophia), wild turnip
(Barbaréa vulgáris) and Sisymbrium Loeselii that occur along the perimeter of
fields and on the roadsides. Wild turnip (Barbaréa vulgáris) has the highest
population density of cruciferous flea beetles – from 17,4 to 23,6 individuals per
plant. Population density of cruciferous flea beetles on Sisymbrium Loeselii,
Descurainia Sophia (Sisymbrium Sophia) and wild mustard (Sinapis arvensis) in
the studied habitats ranged from 5,4 to 20,1 individuals per plant depending upon
plant species and habitats. Shepherd's purse (Capsella bursa-pastoris) were found
with the highest density among all the studied weeds – from 12 to 18 plants/m²,
which is 4–5 times more as compared to other weeds from the cabbage family.
Shepherd's purse (Capsella bursa-pastoris) had the lowest population density of
cruciferous flea beetles – from 0,1 to 0,6 individuals per plant.

Key words: plants that reserve, cruciferous flea beetles, Sisymbrium
Loeselii, wild turnip (Barbaréa vulgáris), Descurainia Sophia (Sisymbrium
Sophia), wild mustard (Sinapis arvensis), Shepherd's purse (Capsella bursa-
pastoris)


