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LEGAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF YOUNG PEOPLE
AS A PREREQUISITE OF SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT

The paper aims to study senior school students’ legal consciousness in terms of social environment. The following
factors of legal consciousness have been distinguished: legal literacy of students, mature civil qualities, the extent of their
legal responsibility. The experiment was conducted in three stages. At the first stage, a comparative experiment was car-
ried out in order to identify the level of legal literacy of students at a general educational institution and an out-of-school
institution “Young Civil Society Leaders School”. At the second stage, a comparative analysis was carried out on as-
sessing the level of maturity of students’ civic qualities: democracy, social initiative, humanism, ethnicity, patriotism, pub-
lic consciousness, national dignity, devotion to the Ukrainian state creation, state optimism, and political will. At the third
stage, the degree of legal responsibility of students was studied. The most important role in the development of legal con-
sciousness of the younger generation must be played by an updated and rationally constructed system of moral, labor and
intellectual education able to ensure the formation of their active life-affirming mentality and the transformation of the
culture of legal behavior into an inalienable quality of an individual. According to the research results, there is a necessity
to update the content of school curriculum aimed at forming the legal education of students.
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Introduction

Ambiguous results of long-term and divergent socio-
political transformations in modern Ukraine and the coun-
try’s course towards European integration, precondition a
need for radical change in the legal and socio-
psychological conditions for the formation of a civil soci-
ety. At present, the development of the state, when the
principle of humanism is determined and enshrined at the
legislative level, the priority of education is the develop-
ment of personality, the prevalence of universal values,
the importance legal culture formation in the young gen-
eration, the formation of its legal consciousness.

The legal awareness of Ukrainian citizens is now
characterized by a number of features, which, in fact,
demonstrate the catastrophic state of our society. First, it
is a loss of faith in stability, the inviolability of the law.
Continuous changes in the legislation, the introduction of
lots of amendments and adjustments in the already adopt-
ed legislative acts leads to the rooting of ideas about full
arbitrariness of laws, which defines the attitude to the law
as a whole. Moreover, legislative changes are difficult to
monitor even for a specialist, let alone ordinary people.
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Secondly, the lack of recognition of social justice of
existing laws should be emphasized. It can decrease the
effectiveness of the best social principles, which our leg-
islation must achieve. There are two points worth consid-
ering. First of all, social justice is defined as a relationship
between social achievements (opportunities for self-
realization of the individual in certain social conditions)
and social tasks that require their solution to achieve so-
cial harmony in the environment. In a situation where
social achievements are decreasing and the number of
social problems is increasing, citizens have doubts about
the wisdom of the social and legal system of the society.
In addition, the idea of fairness of laws depends on how
they are aimed at meeting the expectations of people in
the field of legal regulation of social relations.

Thirdly, it is about general disbelief in the real effec-
tiveness of the laws adopted, the impartiality and effec-
tiveness of enforcement bodies. The whole range of pro-
test actions and rallies in Ukraine can serve as an exam-
ple.

Legal culture is aimed at satisfying legal environ-
ment of the individual through the system of legal




knowledge and the development of legal thinking, form-
ing the attitude of the younger generation to legal norms
as a spiritual, moral values. The process of the formation
of students’ legal consciousness involves the perception
and assimilation of their legal knowledge as personal
values for their implementation in legal behavior [3].

The scientific sources review on the issue has con-
firmed that most of the person’s legal consciousness is
considered by modern scholars within the framework of
legal culture formation (V. Kamenska [8], O. Ratinov
[8]), along with the political (S. Grytsay [4], M. Keyserov
[9]) or moral culture (D. Kovalenko [10]), as a rule, in the
process of civic education (O. Shestopalyuk [18]). The
methodological foundations for the study of legal con-
sciousness as a separate subject of scientific research were
laid down in the fundamental works of I. llyin [7],
V. Malakhov [14]. According to the conceptual principles
of M. Podberezsky [15], the main factor of legal culture is
the formation of person’s legal consciousness. Conse-
quently, the systemic study of the legal consciousness of
students of general educational institutions in terms of
social environment becomes of paramount importance.

Aim and Tasks

The paper aims to assess legal consciousness of sen-
ior school students in terms of social environment.

The following tasks are set: 1) theoretical analysis to
the conceptualization of legal consciousness, socializa-
tion, legal socialization concepts 2) investigating psycho-
logical factors of legal consciousness: legal literacy of
senior school students; the formation of civic qualities;
the extent of their legal responsibility; 3) outlining further
perspective of studying the issue of forming legal aware-
ness of young civil society leaders.

Research Methods

This scientific work is based on the long-term exper-
imental formation of legal consciousness in school stu-
dents, which is carried out through the educational pro-
cess of an out-of-school educational institution “Young
Civil Society Leaders School” (YCSLS), which acts as an
experimental research base.

The main purpose of YCSLS is to ensure the right of
citizens to receive free high quality out-of-school educa-
tion, creating conditions for the formation of leadership
competencies of students aimed at preparing them for
professional self-determination [16, p. 2]. Its functioning
is based on the modular-unit structure of teaching in ex-
tra-curricular time on the basis of general educational
institutions, periodically attending the university and
public organizations in the areas of volunteer movement.

The experiment is focused on finding ways and
means of implementing the principles of education at a
new, higher level, namely: the link between science and
life, which makes it possible to implement the knowledge
gained in practice; establishes interdisciplinary connec-
tions that allow the introduction of specialized education,
as well as contributes to the full development of the stu-
dent’s personality.
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In terms of location, the research was conducted on
the basis of the following general educational institutions:
school Ne 4 in Kyiv, which works with the YCSLS project
and the school Ne 201 in Kyiv, where law is studied only
within the framework of the curricula.

The sample consisted of two groups of pupils of 9-11
grades: the experimental group (EG) involved YCSLS
students (n=78 persons), and the control (CG) one con-
sisted of general secondary school students (n=78 per-
sons).

In the process of the formation of the respondents’
legal consciousness, we used three basic didactic forms:
educational activities of an academic type close to the
forms of higher education (academic procedure: lectures,
seminars); Quasi-professional activity, the essence of
which is the reproduction of the conditions and dynamics
of the enterprise, the relationships and actions of special-
ists of law companies (for example: business games,
round tables, interviews).

For the determination of psychological factors of le-
gal consciousness, we used the psychodiagnostic toolkit
which includes: Orientation Questionnaire (designed by
us), aimed at identifying the general level of awareness in
the legislation; questioning (according to the designed
questionnaire) for comparative analysis of the maturity of
civic qualities of students; as well as Value Orientations
Inventory by M. Rokich (modified by D. Leontiev) [12]
in order to assess the value-normative system of the re-
spondents.

For assessing the maturity of factors of legal con-
sciousness, we have determined the following levels of
their manifestation: active, reproductive, and passive. The
active (high) level of the maturity of students’ legal con-
sciousness is characterized by their active behavior in
legal life, the manifestation of constant interest in legal
norms, the need for obtaining new legal information, the
desire to expand legal knowledge and improve lawful
actions. The reproductive level is characterized by the
awareness of lawful conduct, while the knowledge of
legal principles, general provisions and requirements of
certain branches of Ukrainian law is superficial. The pas-
sive level is characterized by the acquisition of legal
knowledge at a simple level, the existence of legal nihil-
ism, humiliation of law as a regulator of social relations.

Theoretical Study Results

In the youth environment, various forms of society
deformation are caused by lack of spirituality and law-
lessness, which is a threat. Formation of legal conscious-
ness in young generation is a radical means of struggle
against these negative phenomena. The key to the for-
mation of legally conscious youth is the development of
the necessary volume of legal knowledge in a relationship
with the system of spiritual values, aesthetic preferences,
ethical norms of conduct.

With all the diversity of historically formed types of
public and state system, civil society is formed by the
following three signs: the presence or absence of civil
rights and freedoms; the opportunity to participate in the




affairs of the state (in one form or another), the opportuni-
ty to realize and protect one’s own interests beyond the
state [1].

The processes of forming a civil society and legal
statehood in Ukraine are impossible without the corre-
sponding level of legal awareness, high status of legal
values, which determines the extremely important role of
legal consciousness in transforming the social system of
the society as a whole.

Value-normative system forms the basis of the legal
consciousness of the individual, which defines human
behavior in the field of the most significant legal rela-
tions. It is formed as a result of social activity of a person,
the functioning and development of his/her needs, the
choice of social means for their satisfaction.

Value orientations are closely related to cognitive
and volitional aspects of human activity and behavior,
acting as an important factor in the social regulation of
personality behavior and human interactions. Thus, being
the basis of human judgements of the phenomena of the
surrounding reality, value orientation directs and regulates
the behavior of an individual in the society.

Legal culture is a reflection of the whole sphere of
legal phenomena, including legal orientation, the attitude
to legal social values, to law, legality, justice and the
activities of its implementation, people’s ideas about
lawful and unlawful behavior, and the rule of law in the
society.

Therefore, the study of legal consciousness should be
implemented both in legal and non-legal directions. The
analysis of people’s legal consciousness gives an idea of
the degree and depth of awareness of their rights as a
regulator of relations. There are at least three groups of
such factors. The first one includes the most objective
factors generated by the real state, real processes and
results of the functioning of the existing legal system in
Ukraine. The second group of factors is generated by the
reflection in the group and mass consciousness of the
factors of the first group in the form of stable legal repre-
sentations, thoughts concerning legal ideas, beliefs, etc.
These factors are subjective in terms of legal reality (gen-
erated by consciousness and subconsciousness of group
metasubjects), but objective in relation to individual
members of the society, citizens of the state. The third
group of factors includes psychological peculiarities
(qualities, properties) of a person, a history of the life
lived, biosocial development undergone. All three groups
of factors are complex and diverse, interacting with each
other, and without understanding the mechanisms of this
interaction, it is impossible to understand the process of
formation and positive development of legal conscious-
ness.

Legal consciousness is a complex of knowledge, ide-
as, views, feelings, assessments, and attitudes that express
the attitude of people and social communities to the cur-
rent, past and desired law [11, p. 510].

Legal consciousness (as well as legal culture) is a re-
sult of the process of socialization of the individual. A
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legally conscious personality as a mass phenomenon, as a
social norm without correction of an ideological paradigm
cannot be formed. The legal socialization of the younger
generation requires the inclusion of social values in its
system: the acquisition of legitimate ways of behavior, the
formation of a sense of social responsibility and solidarity
with the law.

It should be noted that there is a manifestation of in-
terest in the so-called “positive legal responsibility” in
legal literature [17], which is called “prospective”, and is
associated with social responsibility and understood as “a
voluntary form of legal liability, representing a legal obli-
gation of an object to act in accordance with the require-
ments of legal norms”. Legal liability cannot be based just
on the compulsory force of the state, but also provided
through persuasion. That is the formation of civil liability
as a personal property.

Legal consciousness and legal culture of a teenager
are developed in a direction which is predetermined by
his/her current needs. They perform the function of social
adaptation; in order to be a socially adapted member of a
community (a society or a particular group), the teenager
must form an appropriate level of legal culture and legal
consciousness, which in such a community is considered
sufficient [2, p.45].

Legal socialization of the individual as a process of
developing person’s ideas about his/her social role and
place in the society plays an important role in the for-
mation of legal consciousness and legal behavior. Legal
socialization acts as a component of a common process of
socialization.

Socialization is the assimilation of culture (norms,
values, ideas, rules, behaviors and stereotypes of under-
standing) of the community. It is not only related to the
development of a personality, but also is a kind of spiritu-
al encoding of a man, producing his/her typical social
reactions and forms of activity. The functional value of
this formation of individual’s abilities, knowledge and
skills is to prepare people for close coexistence, to ensure
their interaction and mutual understanding [5, p.13].

Legal socialization is a process of getting into the
system of legal relations of the society on the basis of the
gained legal culture. The process of legal socialization of
the individual involves the interaction of three compo-
nents: society - person - team.

The process of legal socialization includes not only
the assimilation of norms and laws, but also all elements
of the legal system, including legal concepts.

The generalization of theoretical data has shown that
the legal consciousness of senior school students is a
complicated and controversial psychological process
characterized by a structural hierarchy of interconnected
components (legal norm, legal consciousness, legal cul-
ture, legal education, legal regulation, lawful behavior,
etc.), positive emotional combination of which makes it
possible to form a legal culture of the individual.




Empirical Research Results

At the first stage, we conducted a survey of the re-
spondents using a designed questionnaire in order to iden-
tify the level of their legal consciousness.

The analysis of the results has shown that the exper-
imental group students have sufficient knowledge in the
field of law. They are interested in the processes taking
place in the state, watch TV programs of socio-political
content, understand the importance of law in the life of
the society, and so on.

68% of the interviewed participants in the experi-
mental group have an active level of knowledge about
legal regulation in the state; 31% have the reproductive
one, and only 1% of the participants in this group have a
passive level.

Concerning the control group, only 39% of the re-
spondents have an active level of legal knowledge, 42%
of the participants have a reproductive level, and 9% of
have a passive one.

Thus, the results of the survey of the participants of
the CG have shown that they have superficial knowledge
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of law matters. A small number of senior pupils can ex-
plain the importance of law in human life, the life of the
society. They are less interested in the socio-political
topics, less active in the processes taking place in our
country as compared to the EG respondents.

Besides, CG students experience difficulties in oper-
ating knowledge and skills in law matters. They can hard-
ly explain the meaning of law in human life, they are less
interested in the socio-political issues, etc.

Having conducted the summative assessment, we
have found out that the level of legal literacy in the CG
students is low from the standpoint of the requirements of
the present, in contrast to the EG respondents.

At the second stage of the study, the results of which
are given in Table 1, we conducted a comparative analysis
of the results of assessing the levels of the following civic
qualities maturity in the respondents: democracy, social
initiative, humanism, ethnicity, state patriotism, public
consciousness, national dignity, devotion to the Ukrainian
state creation, state optimism, political will.

Table 1.
Comparative Analysis of Students’ Civic Qualities Maturity

Civic Qualities EG CG
democracy 63% 54%
social initiative 47% 39%
humanism 61% 52%
ethnicity 43% 34%
state patriotism 56% 49%
public consciousness 49% 37%
national dignity 67% 53%
devotion to the Ukrainian state creation 63% 45%
state optimism 73% 69%
political will 58 % 48%

The processing of the results has shown that the level
of the EG students’ civic qualities maturity is higher than
that in the control group.

Considering the fact that responsibility is an effec-
tive condition for youth’s legal awareness, at the third
stage we investigated the level of understanding legal
responsibility by the respondents. As one of the measures
of responsibility, we assessed the maturity of the level of
subjective control, using the experimental psychological
method designed on the basis of Rotter's Locus of Control
Scale.

The results of the study have shown that 36% of the
EG participants have external locus of control, and 64%
have the internal one. This suggests that they are more
inclined to attribute responsibility for the results of their
activities to their own abilities and efforts than to external
circumstances.
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The results obtained in the CG show that there are
78% persons with an external locus of control and 22%
with the internal one.

The analysis of the results of the study of the value-
normative system of the personality has shown that in the
system of terminal values of senior school students of
both groups, the most important values are health, free-
dom, love, self-confidence and happy family life. That is
the respondents are confident that these parameters are
worth striving to. Among the instrumental values, they
emphasize self-control, open mindedness, honesty, high
demands, sensitivity, education, independence. These data
indicate that in order to achieve the goal these methods of
action or personality properties are necessary.

The results obtained in the study of the basic legal
values of the participants of both groups have shown that
44% of the respondents with the external locus of control
emphasize health, dignity, justice in the hierarchy of legal




values; 28% - human life, honor, trust; 13% - power,
equality, harmony.

A significant part of the respondents with the internal
locus of control (48%) select health as the most signifi-
cant thing; 26% - honor, freedom; 19% - dignity, trust,
justice, human life; 12% - order; 9% - responsibility, duty,
tolerance, mercy, solidarity.

Basic legal values occupy important positions in the
hierarchy of the students but cognitive and educational
activities in the field of law for the CG students are not
significant.

The EG students (who participate in The Young Civ-
il Society Leadership School project) have a higher level
of legal literacy, social responsibility as compared to their
peers who study at a regular general school.

The maturity of legal consciousness in the partici-
pants of the EG is higher than that of the CG students.
Their better understanding and assimilation of rules of
law, the formation of their ability for conscious activity in
public life is based on the assimilation of legal rules in
classrooms and events organized by the project.

Unlike the participants of the EG, the participants of
the CG do not fully understand the essence of legal
norms, they do not have sufficient level of theoretical
legal knowledge, therefore they are not ready for the
implementation of consciously regulated legal behavior.

This proves that for the formation of legal con-
sciousness of young people legal education is one of the
necessary conditions. The most important role in the de-
velopment of legal consciousness of the younger genera-
tion must be played by an updated and rationally con-
structed system of moral, labor and intellectual education
that is capable of ensuring the formation of an active life-
affirming mentality in youth and the transformation of the
culture of legal behavior into an inalienable property of an
individual.

Conclusions

Theoretical analysis has shown that the legal aware-
ness of the younger generation is a complex and contro-
versial psychological process characterized by a structural
hierarchy of interconnected components (legal norms,
legal consciousness, legal culture, legal education, legal
regulation, legal behavior, etc.), the positive emotional
combination of which gives an opportunity to form legal
culture of the individual.
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Kanayp Iean Pomanosuu,
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HIPABOCBIAOMICTD IOHOI'O TIOKOJIIHHSA SAK
HEOBXIJTHA YMOBA COHIAJIBHOT'O CEPEJIOBHUIIA
CraHoBneHHs! YKpaiHU SIK COIaJIbHOT, IEMOKPATHYHOI, IPABOBOI JIep)KaBH MOTPedye CyTTEBOTO ITiABUILEHHS Ipa-

BOCBIZIOMOCTI TPOMaIsH, X npaBoBoi KynbTypH. [IpaBoBa cBiOMICTh Bi0Opakae NMpaBoBY AIHCHICTb. MeToro0 CTaTTI €
JIOCITiPKEHHS PaBOCBIIOMOCTI YUHIB CTapIINX KJIACIB B YMOBaX COIiaJbHOTO cepenoBuia. [IpoananizoBaHo 3HAaYCHHS
IIPABOCBIIOMOCTI Ta MPaBOBOI KyJIbTYPH y CTAaHOBJIEHHI IPOMAISHCHKOTO CycHiibcTBa. Ha OCHOBI y3araibHEHHS Hay-
KOBHX JDKEPEN PO3KPUTO OCOOIUBOCTI i 3MICTOBE HAMIOBHEHHSI MOHSTH «IIPABOCBIIOMICTBY, «COIliali3allisay, «IpaBoBa
comiamizamisi». O3Hau€HO COMiabHY CHPSIMOBAHICTh MIPABOCBIIOMOCTI I0HOTO MOKOIMIHHA. OXapakTepuU30BaHO TPH TPY-
TN TaKuX (PaKTOpiB YCBIIOMIICHHS JIIOABMH TIPaBa SIK PETYJIATOpa BigHOCHH. J{OCHiIKEHO IICUXOJIOTIYHI YUHHHUKH TIPO-
Iecy IIPaBOCBiIOMOCTi: IpaBOBa TPAMOTHICTh yYHIB CTAapIIOi IIKOIH; c(hOPMOBAHOCTI I'POMAITHCHKHUX SKOCTEH; CTY-
IiHb iX MpaBoBoi BimoBinansHOCTI. EkciepuMeHT npoBouBces Ha 6a3i 3aranbHOOCBITHBOI mKoH [-I11 crymenis Ned m.
Kuesa, sika mpaitoe 3a npoextoM «llIkona roHHX JiiepiB rPOMAISTHCHKOTO CYCITIJIbCTBAY Ta 3arajlbHOOCBITHBOI LIKOJIN
[-1IT cryneniB Ne201 m. KueBa, ne mpaBo BUBUAETHCS JIMILE y paMKax IIKUIGHOI mporpamu. IlogaHo KOpOTKy XapakTe-
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PHUCTHKY MO3AIIKUIFHOTO HAaBYAIBHOTO 3aKiany «llIkoma I0HHX JiiepiB IpOMaasHCEKOTO CYCHIIBCTBA»: METa, 3aBIaH-
HSl, BUKJIAAIbKIHA CKIIaa, MeTou 1 hopMu (hopMyBaHHS IMPaBOCBIIOMOCTI IiPOCTAIOYOTO ITOKOJIHHS ITiJ] 9ac Ieaaro-
riyHoro mponecy. EkcriepuMeHT oXoIuTioBaB TpH eranu. Ha mepimoMy eTamni mpoBeIeHO MOPiBHAIBHUA €KCIIEPUMEHT 3
METOIO BUSBJICHHSI PiBHS NPaBOBOi I'PaMOTHOCTI YYHIB 3arajlbHOOCBITHROI'O HAaBYAJIBLHOTO 3aKijany 1 MO3alIKiIbHOTO
3akiany llkonu 1OHMX JiJiepiB TPOMaIHCHKOTO CycHijbcTBa. Ha apyromy erami BUKOHAHO NOPIBHSUIBHUI aHaui3 Ha
BU3HAYCHHS PiBHS CPOPMOBAHOCTI IPOMAISIHCHKHUX SKOCTEH Y4YHIB: JIEMOKPAaTHYHICTh, CYCIIbHA IHILIaTUBHICTH, TY-
MaHi3M, CTHIYHICTh, JEpXKaBHA MATPIOTHYHICTh, TPOMAJChKa CBIJOMICTh, HAIliOHAJIbHA TiJHICTH, BIIIAHICTH CIpaBi
YKpalHCBKOTO JIep’KaBOTBOPEHHS, JEp)KaBHUH ONTHUMI3M, HONITHYHA Bojis. Ha TpeThoMy erami JOCIHIIKEHO CTYIiHB
MIPaBOBOI BIINOBIAANBHOCTI Y4HIB. HallBaxnuBilly pojb y PO3BUTKY IPABOBOI CBIJIOMOCTI MOJIOIOTO MOKOJIHHS MO-
BHHHA BifirpaTH OHOBIICHA 1 palliOHATBHO MOOYZOBaHAa CHCTEMa MOPAJIBHOTO, TPYIOBOTO il IHTEIEKTYaJbHOT'O BHXO-
BaHH, sIKa CPOMOXKHA 3a0e3MeYuTH (pOpMYBaHHS iIXHBOI'O AKTHBHOTO XHTTECTBEPIDKYIOYOTO MEHTAJITETY 1 IepeTBo-
PEeHHS KyJIBTYPH MPAaBOBOI MOBEIIHKH B HEBiJ €MHY BIACTHBICTH 0COOMCTOCTI. BCTaHOBICHO HEOOXIAHICTH OHOBJICHHS
3MiCTy IIKUTRHOI IMPOTpaMH, HAIIPaBIeHOI HAa GOpPMYBaHHSI IPABOBOI OCBIYEHOCTI YUHIB 3araJlbHOOCBITHIX HAaBYAIBHIX
3axnaaiB. OKpeciIeHo MepcreKTUBY MOaNbIINX JOCHTIHKeHb, HAalpaBlieHy Ha MPoQiTaKTUKy KOMIUIEKCIB MICHXOJIOTId-
HUX 3aXOJiB omTuMi3alii mpomecy (GpopMyBaHHS NPaBOBUX 3HAHb YYHIB 3araJlbHOOCBITHIX HAaBYANBHUX KIACIB, IO
CHpUSITUME MOTHBAL] y HEOOX1THOCTI (POpMyBaHHsI IXHBOT PABOCBIIOMOCT.

Knrwuosi cnosa: mpaBoCcBiOMICTh, MPaBOBa KyJIbTypa, FOHICTh, YUCHb, IPYIa, COI[aIbHE CEPEAOBHIIE, JOCITI-
JDKSHHSI.
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