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PECULIARITIES OF ACADEMIC MOBILITY
IN THE CONTEXT OF UKRAINIAN HIGHER EDUCATION

The Educational system of Ukraine is continuously changing due to the requirements of the transitions period.
Though this article is a description of the Ukrainian education, it includes analyses and the recent changes in the
system of air force training. These changes affected a number of educational institutions in Ukraine, their affilia-
tions and forms of property, but also the type of activities that they provide students with and curriculum. Changes
in the area of professional higher education system demand further improving the training support of air force spe-
cialists’ preparation processes. Approaches to studying and educational management using new informational

technologies are lit in many scientific researches and state programmes.

Keywords: project management, academic mobility, higher educatin, Bologna proses.

Introduction

The Regulation on the implementation procedure
of academic mobility right establishes procedure of aca-
demic mobility programs organisation for the educa-
tional process participants of national higher education
institutions (research institutions) (hereinafter - national
participants of educational process) in the territory of
Ukraine or abroad, and the educational process partici-
pants of the foreign higher education institutions (re-
search institutions) (hereinafter - foreign participants of
educational process) in the territory of Ukraine.

Goals, objectives and general rules for provision
and implementation of academic mobility right shall
comply with the basic principles of Joint Declaration of
the European Ministers of Education "European Higher
Education Area" Bologna, June 19, 1999 (Bologna Dec-
laration).

National participants of the educational process
and higher education institutions (research institutions)
and foreign participants of the educational process and
education institutions (research institutions), participat-
ing in academic mobility programs are participants of
academic mobility.

National programmes are organised at national
level and one single country is responsible for funding
and coordinating the programme. In the case of Bel-
gium, the higher education systems of the French
Community, the German-speaking Community and the
Flemish Community are treated separately and 'national
programmes' or 'national policies' refer to the level of
Communities. The same goes for the United Kingdom,
with England, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland
being treated as distinct higher education systems.

Bilateral programmes are based on intergovern-
mental cooperation between two countries, which both
contribute to funding and organising the common pro-
gramme [1].

Regional programmes involve more than two
countries from one European region. They can also in-
volve bilateral exchanges but those exchanges then take
place in a broader framework of cooperation among a
larger group of countries.

Major characteristics
of education in Ukraine

There are four levels of accreditation established
pursuant to the status of higher educational institutions:

* first level — technical school, vocational school and
other higher educational institutions equated to them;

* second level — college and other higher educa-
tional institutions equated to it;

* third and fourth levels (depending on the results
of accreditation) — institute, conservatory, academy, and
university.

Higher educational institutions train specialists
pursuant to the following educational and qualification
levels:

* junior specialist — is provided by technical and
vocational schools, other higher educational institutions
of the first level of accreditation;

* bachelor — is provided by colleges and other
higher educational institutions of the second level of
accreditation;

* specialist, master — are provided by higher educa-
tional institutions of the third and fourth levels of ac-
creditation.

The level system of higher education lies in the re-
ceipt of different educational and qualification levels at
the respective stages (phases) of higher education.

Taking into account the structure of higher educa-
tion, its first phase contemplates the receipt of higher
education of the educational-qualification level "Junior
specialist"; the second phase — "Bachelor" (basic higher
education); the third phase — "Specialist”, "Master"
(complete higher education).
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The level system of higher education may be real-
ized both through the continuous program of training
and differentially — according to the structure of the
level system. Higher educational institutions of the par-
ticular level of accreditation may train specialists pursu-
ant to educational-qualification levels provided by edu-
cational institutions of the lower level of accreditation.

Higher educational institutions of the state and
other forms of ownership function in the system of
higher education.

Legislation covering the field
of tertiary education

The legal basis for higher education (HE) in Ukraine
is set by the Constitution of Ukraine, the laws of Ukraine
on education, higher education, science and technical activ-
ity, the state budget of Ukraine, the budget code of
Ukraine, the labor code of Ukraine, the national doctrine
for the development of education and other legal acts.

In addition, numerous by-laws regulate the func-
tioning of the HE system as a whole, as well as the opera-
tion of its specific sectors and units. These include: the
regulations by Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine (Ukraine’s
parliament), orders by the President of Ukraine, regula-
tions and orders issued by the Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine and orders and letters by the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science, Youth and Sports of Ukraine.

Currently, the draft law of Ukraine on higher edu-
cation is under review by the Cabinet of Ministries. The
pending changes in the above law encompass the key
developments of the Bologna Process: implementing a
three-cycle system; granting greater autonomy to uni-
versities; granting more rights to students’ self-
governance; supporting companies who employ gradu-
ates; improving the legal basis for independent external
assessments and other issues.

Types of tertiary education
programmes and qualifications

Bachelor (Bakalavr, 1% cycle) is an educational-
proficiency level of higher education of a person who,
on the basis of completion of secondary education, has
attained basic higher education, fundamental and special
skills and knowledge sufficient to cope with tasks and
duties at a certain level of professional activity (in
economy, science, engineering, culture, arts etc.). The
normative period of training is four years (240 ECTS).
The training of Bachelor specialists may be carried out
according to the shortened programme of studies on the
basis of the Junior Specialist level.

Specialist (Spetsialist, 2" cycle) is an educational-
proficiency level of higher education of a person who,
on the basis of the Bachelor degree, has attained com-
plete higher education, special skills and knowledge
sufficient to cope with tasks and duties at a certain level
of professional activity (in economy, science, engineer-

ing, culture, arts etc.). The normative period of training
is one year (60 ECTS).

Master (Magistr, oM cycle) is an educational-
proficiency level of higher education of a person who
has attained complete higher education, special skills
and knowledge sufficient to cope with professional
tasks and duties of innovative character at a certain level
of professional activity (in engineering, business man-
agement, pedagogic, arts etc.). The training of students
at Master level may also be carried out on the basis of
the specialist level. The period of training is typically
between one to one and a half years (60-90 ECTS). Dur-
ing the studies at the Master level, students are required
to write their final thesis on a selected subject and pre-
sent it, be able to collect, analyse, summarise and com-
municate study and practical material; often knowledge
of a foreign language is also required.

Specialist and Master programmes in fields such as
medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine are carried out
on the basis of complete secondary education within a
period of five to six years (300-360 ECTS).

Higher education graduates are awarded qualifica-
tions of the appropriate educational-proficiency levels
and are granted state diplomas. The diploma is the state-
recognised document which serves as both an educational
certificate and a professional licence, confirming the at-
tainment of the appropriate higher educational level and
qualification of a certain educational-proficiency level (an
academic degree in a field of study and speciality).

The law on higher education establishes the fol-
lowing types of documents that confirm higher educa-
tion qualifications:
diploma / qualification of junior specialist;

diploma / qualification of Bachelor;
diploma / qualification of Specialist;

e diploma / qualification of Master.

Research programmes (assigned to third cycle) are
implemented in a “non-Bologna” format, beyond the
HE system:

1*" stage: Aspirantura (postgraduate Doctorate pro-
gramme), on completion, the degree of a Candidate of
Sciences is granted (similar, but not equivalent to a PhD
degree).

2nd stage: Doctorantura (post-Doctorate pro-
gramme), on completion, the degree of a Doctor of Sci-
ences is awarded.

Research programmes typically involve:

— conduct of original research, preparation and
public defence of a dissertation;

— supervisory procedures (by higher education
institution, research institutions) and assessment (by the
Department of the Ministry);

— double status of research post-Doctorate pro-
gramme students (students and early stage researchers).

Following implementation mechanisms for the
third cycle are currently being introduced:
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— Doctorate study programmes including both
taught courses (lectures, seminar and practical work)
and independent research;

— supervisory and assessment procedures for
Doctorate studies;

— inclusion of Doctorate and post-Doctorate
studies in the National Qualifications

Framework and linking it to learning outcomes;

— interdisciplinary Doctorate studies that facili-
tate development of transferable skills. The principles of
continuity and succession of training courses are

implemented in the second and the third cycles;

— Doctorate students, who have the status of both
students and early stage researchers.

There are six types of higher education
institutions (HEIs) in the Ukraine

— Universities — Universytet — they may be multi-
disciplinary institutions (follow a classical university
model) or ‘branch’ institutions (focus on some particu-
lar professional field as technical, medical, agricultural,
pedagogical, economics, law etc.). They act as leading
research and methodological centres in both fundamen-
tal and applied research.

- Academies — Akademia have the 4™ accreditation
level. They are concentrated on a specific area of knowledge
in which they also act as leading research and methodologi-
cal centres in both fundamental and applied research.

— Institutes — Instytut have the 3rd accreditation
level. They are concentrated on a specific area of
knowledge in which they also conduct research and
methodological research in both fundamental and ap-
plied fields. They may be independent or a sub-unit of a
university or academy.

— Conservatoires — Konservatoria (one at present)
have the 3rd accreditation level. They specialise in culture
and arts, specifically music. They also conduct research
and act as leading centers in the areas of their activity.

— Colleges — Koledg have the 2nd accreditation
level. They provide training leading to the acquisition of
specific HE qualifications. They may also constitute sub-
units within HEIs with 3rd and 4thlevel accreditation.

— Technical and Vocational Schools — Techni-
cum, Uchylische have the 1st level of accreditation.
They provide education and training in several adjacent
areas. They may also constitute sub-units within HEIs
with 3rd and 4th level accreditation.

Research activities

Academic staff working for a chair (department)
conducts research activities, including the writing and
publication of academic papers, preparation of theses,
supervision of students, consultancy etc. The fundamen-
tal research in HEIs is mainly conducted by research
laboratories. HEIs are actively involved in various re-
search programmes, both at the national and interna-

tional level. The research work of young scientists is
supported by the President grants, Cabinet of Ministries
of Ukraine and other scholarships.

International cooperation

The importance of international cooperation is de-
clared in several Ukrainian laws and by-laws. The latest
order of the Ministry of Education and Science, Youth
and Sports of Ukraine "on implementation of ECTS in
Ukrainian HEIs” will ensure the diploma recognition
procedure and will facilitate student mobility. Ukrainian
HEISs take actively part in international cooperation. The
efficiency of such cooperation depends mainly on the
capacity of an HEI and its staff (knowledge of foreign
languages, expertise and experience, participation in
international projects etc.). As a rule, international co-
operation is based on partnership agreements signed by
HEISs and is implemented according to an annual plan.

As a rule, HEIs organise joint events, students’ ex-
changes, participate in joint research projects, prepare
joint publications etc. Various international educational
programmes are open to Ukrainian HEIs; this ensures
development of projects in line with HE strategy devel-
opments in cooperation with HEIs all over the world.
HEIs participate in the following programmes: Tempus,
Erasmus Mundus, Jean Monnet, 7thFramework Pro-
gramme (FP 7), Tuning and others. Numerous scholar-
ships and grants to study abroad and set up collaboration
strengthen international collaboration between HEIs.

Trends and challenges

Ukraine joined the Bologna Process in 2005. Key
developments since then include: approval of an action
plan on QA in higher education; amendments to the law
on HE, according to the Bologna principles and recom-
mendations; inclusion of Ukraine as governmental mem-
ber of the European Quality Assurance Register; further
developed National Qualification Framework (NQF).

Significant progress has been achieved in three
strategic areas of the Bologna Process: implementation
of a two-cycle system; implementation of quality assur-
ance in the field of higher education; recognition of di-
plomas and previous periods of study. The transfer to
the first and second cycles has been implemented; the
preparation for the third cycle is under way. The pilot
implementation of the European Credit Transfer and
Accumulation System (ECTS) has been completed in
the first and second cycles, and is now legally regulated
by order of the Ministry of Education and Science,
Youth and Sports on ECTS implementation in HEIs.

As an active participant in the Bologna Process,
Ukraine recognises the broad, updated mission of HE
and the role it has to play in globalisation, the emer-
gence of a knowledge economy, rapid technological
developments and demographic crisis. The upcoming
challenges for Ukraine’s HE include:
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— completion of a three-cycle system;

— alignment of university curricula with the Bo-
logna structure;

— curricula reform with a view to employers’
needs;

— establishment of programmes for foreign stu-
dents and further internationalisation of Ukraine’s HE;

— creation of mechanisms for recognition of prior
learning;

— implementation of a National Qualification
Framework for Lifelong Learning;

— development of comprehensive guidelines for
the implementation of ECTS and of the Diploma Sup-
plement of the EU/CoE/UNESCO format;

— further development of the mechanism for
equal access to HE;

— development of the National Quality Assurance
system for HE, in compliance with the European Stan-
dards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance, its full
membership of the European Association for Quality
Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA) and inclusion
in the European Quality Assurance Register (EQAR);

— introduction of an HEI ranking system;

— increasing the outward and inward mobility of
students and academic and administrative staff of HEISs;

— assuring the portability of student grants and
loans;

— professional development of research and edu-
cational staff according to modern requirements with a
view to ensuring sustainable development of HE sys-
tem;

— development and introduction of new educa-
tional standards (curricula reform) with a view to im-
proving the quality of the content of education and in
order to facilitate employability of graduates;

— development of academic and financial auton-
omy of HEIs;

— promotion of the development of Ukrainian
and global cultural values, orientation towards the ideals
of democratic ideas.

Ukrainian HEIs are prepared to adjust to new chal-
lenges and act as drivers of innovation and change.

Along the path of modernisation, internationalisation
and integration with the European Higher Education
Area (EHEA),

Conclusion

Academic mobility right can be implemented on the
basis of international agreements on cooperation in edu-
cation and research, international programs and projects,
inter-institutional cooperation agreements between na-
tional higher education institutions (research institutions)
or their main structural units, between national and for-
eign higher education institutions (research institutions)
and their main structural units (hereinafter - higher educa-
tion institutions (research institutions) - partners); and can
also be implemented for national participants of the edu-
cational process on its own initiative, supported by the
administration of the national higher education institution
(research institutions), in which he/she study or work,
based on the individual invitations and other mechanisms.
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OCOBNUBOCTI AKADEMIYHOT MOBIIbHOCTI B KOHTEKCTI YKPAIHCbKOT BULLIOT OCBITU
JL.B. KyGsBka, M.A. Beniuenko

B pobomi posansnymo numanns ocobnugocmell po36umKy CUCmeMu U0l 0ceimu 6 KOHMeKCmi akaoemiynol MoOiibHOC-
mi. Byau docniosceni npoexmu akademiynol MoOiibHOCMI Oisi CReyianicmie NOGIMPAHUX CUNL ULUX HABYANbHUX 3aK1A0i6. Buoi-
Jleni 0cobIuBOCmI Yux NpoeKmie ma noKazawi ix énaug na xio ma pezyavmamu sukonanus. Hamiveno winsixu nobyooeu cucmem
VAPAGIHHI NPOSPAMAMU AKAOEMIYHOI MOOIIbHOCII 8 KOHMEKCMI YKPAIHCLKOT cucmemu 8uyoi oceimu.

Knrouogi cnosa: npoexm, ynpasninns, akademiyna modinvnicmo, bononcoruii npoyec.

OCOBEHHOCTU AKAOEMUYECKOW MOBUNbHOCTH
B KOHTEKCTE YKPAUHCKOI'O BbICLLUEFO OBPA30OBAHUA

JL.B. KyGsBka, M. A. Benmyenko

B pabome paccmompenvi ocobennocmu pazeumusi CUCEMbl 8bICULE20 00PA306AHUSL 8 KOHMEKCME aKA0eMUuyeckol MOOWIbHO-
cmu. Bolu uccnedosarnvl npoexmol akaoemudeckol MOOUnbHOCMU Ol CReYUAIUCIIO8 8030VIUHBIX CUJL BbICUUUX VHEOHBIX 306€0eHUlL.
Boidenenvl 0co0eHHOCIU IMUX NPOEKMO8 U NOKA3AHO UX GNIUSHUE HA X00 U Pe3yIbimampl 6binonnenus. Hameuenvl nymu nocmpoenus
cucmem ynpagieHust nPOSPAMMAMU AKAOEMUHECKOU MOOUTbHOCU 6 KOHMEKCME YKPAUHCKOU CUCTEMbL 8bICULE20 0OPA306AHIS.

Knrouesuie cnosa: npoexm, ynpaenenue, akademuueckas Moounbnocms, boronckuil npoyecc.
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