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The article highlights the basic principles,
advantages and disadvantages of e learning as a modern
method of implementation of educational activities in
higher medical educational institutions. The attention
is focused on the change of teacher’s role in distance
education and the much wider opportunities for students
when using MOODLE platform. Certain aspects of the
probability of displacement of the traditional system of
education by distance learning are revealed.
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Y ecmammi suceimneno ocnoeni npunyunu, nepe-
sazu i HeOONiKU eN1eKMPOHHO2O HABUAHHS SIK CYYACHO20
Memody 30ilCHenHs O0CGIMHbOI OIIbHOCII Y BUWYUX
MeOUUHUX HABYANLHUX 3aK1a0ax. Akyenmyemscsa ysaea
Ha 3MiHI poai euKIaA0aua npu OUCMAHYIIHOMY HABYAHHI
Ma 3HAYHO WUPUIUX MONCTUBOCAX CINYOEHMI8 3d 8UKO-
pucmanna  naamgopmu MOODLE. Biokpusaromuvcs
OKpemi acnekmu UMOGIPHOCMI SUMICHEHHs mMpaouyill-
HOI cucmemu 0ceimu OUCMAHYIUHUM HABUAHHAM.

Kniouosi cnoea: oucmanyiiine nasuanus, euwuil
HABUANLHUU 3AK1A0, CaMOCmilina poboma, cucmema
MOODLE, memoou naguanus.

B cmamve omobpadsicenvl ocHogHble NpUHYUNDL,
npeumyujecmed u HedOCMamKu d1NeKmMpPOHHO20 00yue-
HUSL KAK COBPEMEHHO20 Memood OCyujecmeieHus oopa-
306amenbHOU OesIMeNIbHOCU 8 BbICULUX MEOUYUHCKUX
VueOHbIX 3a6e0eHusx. AKyenmupyemcsi eHumaHue Ha
UBMEHeHUU POIU NPenodasameist npu OUCMAHYUOHHOM
0byueHuu u 3HauUmMenbHo Oonee WUPOKUX BOZMOIC-
HOCMAX CMYOeHmo8 Npu UCHOIb308AHUU NAAMDOPMbL
MOODLE. Omkpuigatomes — omoenvbHble  dCNeKnbl
BEPOSIMHOCIU  BbIMECHEHUS MPAOUYUOHHOU CUCHIEMbL
00pazosanuis OUCAHYUOHHBIM 00YYEHUEM.

Knwouesvie cnosa: oucmanyuonnoe obyuenue,
gvicuiee  yuebHoe — 3a8edeHue,  CamMoCmosimenbHas
paboma, cucmema MOODLE, memoovl obyuenus.
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Distant education in Ukraine, being new, is still not
implemented into the educational system of the country,
although, judging from the latest tendencies, has high
chances to enter the lives of students and professionals
of all categories, giving them the opportunities to realize
the concept of continuous training by «in-service»
education.

Traditional methods and forms of training give
way to new tools and technologies of training, able to
improve the efficiency of the educational process in the
steady increase of educational information, which the
student has to perceive and learn. New technologies
are effective for self-study, what is an important aspect
at the stage of transition to the lifelong continuous
education. This transition requires not only changes in
educational technologies, but also new human qualities
— his/her ability to self-assessment, self-learning, self-
improvement etc. [8, p. 302].

The topicality of the given paper is stipulated by the
fact that information exchange in the modern world is in
fact very fast and traditional methods of communication
are being displaced by progressive technologies in
higher educational institutions as well. It is possible that
lecture-seminar system will become history.

The article aims at describing the main principles,
tasks, advantages and disadvantages of distant learning
system.

Objectives of the article are as follows: 1) to
determine what opportunities the system of distant
learning gives to students/teachers; 2) to trace the
introduction of the main distant learning principles into
the system of higher medical education; 3) to find out
advantages and disadvantages of distant learning system
in higher educational establishments.

Distant learning as a new strategy of the
educational process has been studied by many scientists.
Some of them, O. Vasiuk, A. Veremchuk, M. Kademiya,
0. Mamon, S. Romaniuk, A. Hladyr pay attention to the
e-learning in a higher educational institution, that is why
their investigations are especially valuable for this very
research.
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Advantages and disadvantages of the use of distant
learning platforms constitute the object of the research.

MOODLE (Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic
Learning Environment) is free, open (Open Source)
system of distant learning. It realizes the philosophy
of “pedagogy of social constructivism” [1] and is first
of all aimed at organizing interaction between the
teacher and students, even though can also be used for
the organization of traditional distant courses and the
support of full-time instruction as well [3; 5].

The undoubted advantage of Moodle platform to
the point of view of S. Romaniuk, is the possibility of its
free use, large geography prevalence worldwide. Among
the disadvantages researchers name: the complexity of
maintenance and technical support. But still, Moodle
helps to organize the learning process effectively.
The author also calls it the most promising and most
convenient solution at present [9, p. 320].

Traditional full-time education has much in
common with distant learning. Unlike the traditional
study, distant learning gives the possibility to: study
in a convenient time, place, at a convenient rate;
study simultancously with professional activity;
maintain relations with each other and a teacher; use
in the educational process modern information and
telecommunication technologies.

The range of functional duties of a teacher extends:
s/he has to organize students’ individual cognitive
activities, teach them to gain knowledge by themselves
and introduce the obtained experience into practice.

For higher medical education distant learning
cannot be a panacea, replacing the daily classroom
work of students, since the system of obtaining
medical profession by itself makes no provision for
an independent organization of educational process
(partly the equivalent of such approach is a nonresident
instruction). Therefore, in our opinion, combined
approach in understanding the content of distant
learning would be successful: full-time education model
is in its base, but certain elements of dynamic learning at
a distance are involved [3].

The appearance of Moodle system on the site of
Bukovinian State Medical University has shown the
first results: according to the students inquiry and the
frequency of visiting the distance course “Foreign
Language”, “Foreign language for professional
purposes” (the first and the second year of studying
respectively), availability of 24-hour access to the
didactic, methodical, testing materials generally
facilitates the preparation process, optimizes the process
of thematic vocabulary learning, since the terms are
given with a contextual translation.

Grammatical commentary deserves special
attention: thus, the students can not only receive a
written synopsis on grammatical material (in the
so-called “sufficient volume for a particular purpose”),
but also take an on-line testing, check their knowledge,
analyze correct answers. In the lexical aspect attention is
focused on the terminological, professional vocabulary,
term-like units, i.e. primarily it refers to the course of
foreign language for specific purposes, at the same time
grammar is uniquely universal, the students do not need
to look for additional literature for the preparation to the
module control.

The advantage of creating distant learning site is
that the teacher can attach all the necessary material
on-line, and, in addition, offer much more information:
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video, audio materials for both individual use and with
the possibility of their further use in class for the purpose
of listening, discussing, and written assignments.

It should also be noted as S. Romaniuk states that
these platforms can be effectively used in teaching
students of full-time study, as the system contains tasks
for individual work of students, and the teacher can get
the fulfilled tasks electronically by the deadline, create
and hold a variety of tests, which can greatly optimize
teacher’s work, particularly due to the fact that there
would be no need to check the test answers that would
be done automatically [9, p. 321].

The distant learning system requires significant
increase of the proportion of individual work, and this
in its turn leads to changes in the content of forms and
methods of teaching-learning process. The essence
of teachers’ work in these conditions is slightly
shifted towards creating educational methodical data
for subjects in electronic form, and it consists in the
continuous work on making the necessary changes in the
educational material, selection of illustrations, graphs,
creation of animations, tests for self-control.

M. Kademiya also dwells upon the growth of
material amount for self-study: «In contrast to the
representation of knowledge in final form in the
traditional form of education, without the possibility
of students’ development while using the explanatory-
illustrative and reproductive methods of learning,
E-learning stipulates an increase in students’ independent
work, learning at an individual rate, wide possibilities of
communication with other members of the educational
process, joint planning of their activities» [7, p. 78].

Permanent free access to the resource, the
opportunity of regular improvement of the existing
materials and their correction, providing with specific
volume and content of information, availability of
interactive testing, teacher’s access to check of student’s
work, their results can be singled out among the positive
features of creation of distant learning site.

Advantages and disadvantages of distant learning
systems are abundantly described by different
researchers [2; 6-9]. Among the advantages of distant
learning system in comparison to traditional forms
M. Kademiya highlights the following: greater access
opportunities — the students get access through the
Internet to e-courses from any place where there is
connection with the global information network;
lower prices for obtaining educational materials via
the Internet; ability to develop e-courses created on
a modular basis; flexibility of education — duration,
sequence of material learning, and the possibility of
self-selection according to their own capabilities and
needs; studying at the work place, at home, on the way
using mobile Internet; ability to develop and improve
oneself according to the requirements of time; objective
knowledge assessment [7, p. 80].

Successful management of students’ education
is possible only with regular and accurate information
about student learning. It can be ensured only by
properly organized step-by-step thematic control. After
studying each topic (module) final control class can
be performed — a test or written paper in the Moodle
system.

According to A. Veremchuk [4, p. 322-323] some
negative aspects of distant learning system can be
singled out. These disadvantages one can come across
while introducing distant education into the educational



HOBA TIEAATOMN4YHA AYMKA. 2016. Ne 3 (87)

process: weak coordinating function of the Ministry
of Education (inconsistency in the legal provision, in
standardization, in economic and financial issues, in
assessing the quality of education); competition among
universities for students — as the main source of funding
— led to the autonomy of many universities, closed
development, which is also associated with the fact
that the issue of copyright protection is not processed;
the human factor plays an important role in the learning
process, because the teacher by direct contact with
the student, can transmit and inculcate a range of
skills, and in distance education it fully or partially
disappears; existing before methods of education do
not easily combine with new technologies, and most
teaching and learning materials are not suitable for
distance learning; distant learning is not possible for
some specialties, as some disciplines presuppose the
existence of sophisticated laboratory workshops, which
are conducted under the supervision of a teacher;
many teachers have lack of work experience with
information technologies. In this regard, there are
some difficulties with the preparation of educational
material suitable for use in distance education. The
resistance of the faculty to the introduction of modern
technologies; expenses for teachers’ mastering modern
information technologies, as well as financial expenses
of universities for the purchase of necessary technical
equipment; the need of standardization of requirements
to the given educational materials necessary for distance
learning; creation of informational and educational
environment, especially in the content of filling the
database with electronic textbooks and educational-
methodical materials; increase of a transmission
capacity of telecommunication channel, development of
corporate universities and branches network to a level
that provides the organization of educational process
on all types of training and pedagogical communication
technologies.

Distant learning today is a topical issue for many
categories of population. Therefore, universities that
want to go with the times, should provide students with
modern education that meets international standards and
is available to most Ukrainians.

O. Vasiuk makes the list of distant learning
system disadvantages longer: the most urgent problems
arising in the implementation of distance learning in
higher education are: control of students’ knowledge;
problem of assessing the quality of educational services;
difficulty of an objective assessment of student’s
knowledge. There is no guarantee that a student learns
independently, performs certain tasks necessary for
mastering the discipline, confirming their knowledge.
A partial solution of the issue is an on-line control, or
using blended learning technologies [2].

Today the system of education in Bukovinian
State Medical University may be called full-time with
the elements of distant learning, where the first part is
compulsory, and the second — the requirement of time,
one of the ways to ensure the first one properly. In the
twentieth century no sphere of human activity can do
without electronic technologies. Distant learning system

growth rate is quite high, so universities are interested
in expanding the network of service provision in this
area. Now it is too early to talk about the possibility
of displacement of the traditional system of full-time
medical education by such a form of study as distant
learning, but the tendencies and achievements of the
modern science and technologies may change this run
of things.
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