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In this article the author analyses the idealization of the image of Chernihiv’s archbishop Lazar Baranovych in the 
Ukrainian literature and art of the second half of the XVII century. For this purpose the Ukrainian Baroque writers used 
the quotations from the Bible and the works of the Church Fathers, symbols, rhetorical headings. The works of such 
writers as Dymytriy Tuptalo, Ioanykiy Galiatovs’kyy, Ioan Velychkovs’kyy composed the circle of the investigating 
texts. 
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Though the election of Barack Obama in 2008 had to mark the beginning of America’s post-racial era, race remains 
a troubling and signi cant problem in the American South and has long been a de ning feature of southern studies. For 
instance such scholars as Peter Schmidt, Tim A. Ryan, Lovalerie King and Keith Byerman form a distinctive dialogue 
in their research books Sitting in Darkness, Calls and Responses; Race, Theft, and Ethics and Remembering the Past 
in Contemporary African American Fiction respectively. In this article we are going to study the problem of the social, 
ethnic, gender identity search of African-American woman in the contemporary African American novel.

Of the four books mentioned, Schmidt’s Sitting in Darkness most clearly exempli es the recent transnational turn in 
southern studies. Schmidt points out that his book is “primarily a work of literary criticism” and not “yet another general 
history of Reconstruction, Progressivism, or U.S. colonial policies” [9, p. 14]. He examines the neglected texts by Walter 
Hines Page, W. E. B. Du Bois, and George Washington Cable. Schmidt’s book gives southern scholars a long-overdue 
of the vacant literary history of the Reconstruction South by connecting the Jim Crow perspective to American colonial 
discourse in meaningful ways.

Tim Ryan’s Calls and Responses focuses on literary analysis. Ryan shares Schmidt’s emphasis on the complexity 
of discourses on race and slavery in southern literature. Winner of the 2008 Jules and Frances Landry Award from LSU 


