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The present article aims to develop a framework of metaphoric mapping for modeling conceptual metaphors in 
light of the empirical study of the novel in terms of its fictional space.  
Key words: metaphoric mapping, concept, conceptual metaphor, fictional space. 
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    ,    
      (1906–1991),    , -
       .  ,     

’ ,     ,   ,    
,   ,   ,  ,   -

,    ,   -     .   -
     (the Dog-Food Years),      .    

    (  , ,  ’ ),  -   . 
     ,      

   ,      -
: Still, carpe diem. Of all people, I should be living by that axiom [3, . 318]; This is the key differ-

ence: in good prose precision must always triumph over decoration [3, . 455]; That’s all your life 
amounts to in the end: the aggregate of all the good luck and the bad luck you experience. Everything 
is explained by that simple formula [3, . 461].  

            -
          

(cross-mapping)     (  ),   
     (  ,  . . ).  
          

    : I find myself asking the universe for one 
more piece of good luck. A sudden exit, please [3, . 470]; …all my sporadic highs and appalling 
lows, my brief triumphs and terrible losses… [3, . 483]; All my ups and downs. My personal 
rollercoaster. Not so much a rollercoaster – a rollercoaster’s too smooth – a yo-yo [3, . 485].  

  ,      -
     (  . ) HAPPY IS 

UP/SAD IS DOWN, GOOD IS UP/BAD IS DOWN.      LIFE 
IS A JOURNEY,       „  – ”, „  – 

”, „  – ”.  
  human heart        

,   , ’   -    (   
LDCE): ‘strong emotions and feelings’, ‘great sadness’, ‘matters relating to love and sex’, ‘very kind 
character’, ‘having an unkind character’ [4, . 753].      , 

,     ,      ,   
    : „Never say you know the last word about any human heart”.  
         

 LIFE  LOSS OF LIFE (  ,  . . ),   
 -     ’   ,  

    .     LIFE 
IS A JOURNEY        -  

  :  
< / >  LIFE IS A PATH (I felt shocked and then saddened. Life does this to you 

sometimes – leads you up a path and then drops you in the shit, to mix a metaphor [3, . 133]).  
< / >  LIFE IS A VIRUS (So, thirty years old and the inevitable sense of dis-

appointment, of being unfulfilled creeps through me like a virus [3, . 176]).  
< / >  LIFE IS A STRUGGLE (Images of myself alone on the island with 

the iguanas dominated my mind. It was one of those moments that you recognize, after the event, as 
epiphanic – charged, numinous in some way [3, . 241]).  

< / >  LIFE IS SOLITUDE (This life is like a slow but gentle torture and 
for me the most terrible aspect of my imprisonment is the loneliness. For the first time ever I feel truly 
lonely: I’m without the comfort afforded by others, my loved ones, my friends. It’s not a question of 
solitude: one can bear solitude, but no one likes to feel lonely [3, . 269]);  

< /   >  LIFE IS UPS AND DOWNS (They [articles] are all about ro-
mance, about life’s excitement and adventure and its essential sadness and transience. They savour 
everything both fine and bittersweet that life has to offer to us – stoical in their hedonism. An admira-
ble code to live by, it seems to me [3, . 183–184]);  
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< / >  LOSS OF LIFE IS A HOLE IN THE WALL (I felt that instant empty 
feeling, an absence: like a brick removed from an already shaky wall and you wonder if the new 
weights and stresses on the other bricks will accommodate this sudden hole, if that redistribution will 
leave it standing or bring it down [3, . 459]). 

< ’ / >  LOSS OF LIFE IS AN ACHE IN THE GUT (Intense pangs of loneliness: 
missing Freya and Stella so much it is like an ache in the gut [3, . 235]). 

<  ’ >  LIFE IS A PICTURE (…all my true happiness is compromised, corrupt-
ed, by the world of lies and evasions, duplicity and betrayal, that surrounds it. It’s like hanging a beau-
tiful picture in a dark room [3, . 177]).  

< >  LIFE IS A TREE (That moment when you realize – quite rationally, quite une-
motionally – that the world in the not-so-far-distant future will not contain you: that the trees you 
planted will continue growing but you will not be able there to see them [3, . 203]).  
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The variance of borrowed and native suffixes in the coining of nouns from Latinate and French lineage stems 
induces a wide dissemination of etymologically mixed morphological contrasts in the diachronic word formation 
of English. The paper expounds the heuristic potential of the procedures of electronic modelling in the study of 
shared-root derivatives elucidating the peculiarities of their attested chronological juxtaposition.  


