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Metaphor in literary context is studied taking into consideration lexico-semantic and cognitive approaches, and 
semantic transformations in metaphorical context are analized as well. 
Key words: metaphorical expression, conceptual metaphor, cognitive process, context, semantic similarity. 
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   ,  ,  ,  : „… for though there 
are almost no weeds, there are frogs there – who would fain keep up the hilarious rules of their old 
festal tables, though their voices have waxed hoarse and solemnly grave, mocking at mirth, and the 
wine has lost its flavor, and become only liquor to distend their paunches, and sweet intoxication nev-
er comes to drown the memory of the past, but mere saturation and waterloggedness and distention. 
The most aldermanic, with his chin upon a heart-leaf, which serves for a napkin to his drooling chaps, 
under this northern shore quaffs a deep draught of the once scorned water, and passes round the cup 
with the ejaculation tr-r-r-oonk, tr-r-r – oonk, tr-r-r-oonk! and straightway comes over the water from 
some distant cove the same password repeated, where the next in seniority and girth has gulped down 
to his mark; and when this observance has made the circuit of the shores, then ejaculates the master 
of ceremonies, with satisfaction, tr-r-r-oonk! and each in his turn repeats the same down to the least 
distended, leakiest, and flabbiest paunched, that there be no mistake; and then the howl goes round 
again and again, until the sun disperses the morning mist, and only the patriarch is not under the 
pond, but vainly bellowing troonk from time to time, and pausing for a reply” [7, . 199]. 
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, : „At length the jays arrive, whose discordant screams were heard long before, as they 
were warily making their approach an eighth of a mile off, and in a stealthy and sneaking manner they 
flit from tree to tree, nearer and nearer, and pick up the kernels which the squirrels have dropped. … 
They were manifestly thieves” [7, . 308]. 
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The article is focused on the definitional analysis of the dominant lexeme „life” on the basis of English thesauri 
and modeling of the lexical-semantic field „life”. 
Key words: lexeme, lexical-semantic field (LSF), nucleus, periphery, definitional analysis, component, meaning. 
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