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The article deals with analyzing the conceptually metaphorical euphemisms of the semantic field of war. The 
authors provide the lexical-semantic components from the addressee’s spheres of knowledge that contribute to 
the ameliorated, positive comprehension of the nominations through conceptual metaphors, and also character-
ize the associative perception of the studied euphemisms in language. 
Key words: concept, conceptual metaphor, euphemism, political discourse, semantic field of war. 
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(source domains).         -

-     . 
WARFARE IS CLEANING.          

,  .        -
  : ethnic cleansing, purification of race (genocide); disinfection (mass 

murder); mopping up an area (killing surviving opponents); to rub out (to kill).   -
 ,        ,   clean bomb. 
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“He is widely regarded by diplomats as the chief architect of ethnic cleansing during the war in Bosnia…” 

(The New York Times, 03/05/2012). 
 

WARFARE IS BRINGING ORDER.       -
   ( )  (   ), .  -

      ,     
 ,        ( ).    

    : to restore order, to regularize (to invade and 
conquer); rectification of frontiers (annexation of territory by force); Political and Social Order 
(internal repression). 

 
“DEIHL. – Theirs is not so much an ideological or partisan crusade as a desperate effort to restore a semblance 
of political and social order to a country that is unraveling...” 

(The Washington Post, 02/12/2012). 
 
WARFARE IS CURE.         -
: surgical strike, protective reaction (bombing); pre-dawn vertical insertion (invasion by 

parachutists); quarantine (military blockade).  ,  CURE    
  ’  ,  ,    ,    
,    . 

 
“CASEY. – Early in 1972, a strike into North Vietnam raised anew the issue of authority for preplanned 
protective reaction strikes”. 

(Airforce Magazine, Feb. 2007). 
 

       ’ ,  
   „ ”, „ ”  „ ”.   -
        ,     

  , , ,   .   
     „ ” source domains: 

WAR/WARFARE IS DEFENSE/SECURITY.      -
: active defense (offense).      ,   -

 : to protect your interests (aggressively to annex border territory); self-defence 
(unannounced military attack); national security guard, internal security (instrument for civil 
repression). 
 
“TEIBEL. – He said Obama „understood Israel's position” that it has the right to self-defense”. 

(The Boston Globe, 03/05/2012). 
 
WAR IS PEACE.        -
   (source domain),         

 : peace keeping action, peace offensive (invasion).   -
        : peace-keeping force, peaceful 

nuclear device (bomb); pacification of the enemy (bombing); Atoms for peace (neuclear power). -
     ,     ,   
   coming of peace. 

 
“MYERS. – Representatives of more than 60 nations and organizations called on Syria’s government on Friday 
to halt its attacks on besieged cities and asked the United Nations to begin planning for a peace-keeping force, 
even as prospects for a diplomatic way out of the conflict appeared dim”. 

(The New York Times, 02/24/2012). 
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VICTIMS OF WAR ARE OBJECTS/ITEMS.      

 ( ’ )        , 
,    –  . ,       , 

  collateral damage, civilian impacting,    –  
casualty.     ,   „ ”: to 
liquidate, to dispose, to remove, to crease, to terminate, to cull, to release, to waste, to neutralize, to 
step on, to dispatch, to turn off (to kill); to drop, to drill, to plug (to shoot).  
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