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Our research is based upon the study of nominative units called quantifiers in discourse. We try to give quantifi-
ers certain categorical meanings of definiteness or indefiniteness, depending on discourse features and their use 
with the help of semantic, functional and lexical analyses. 
Key words: quantifier, category of definiteness and indefiniteness, discourse, meaning, nominal group. 
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1) ,        -

: all, another, both, each, either, every, half, neither, one, two, three... (numerals). : all 
pupils, another day, both students, each person, either of them, every man, half of the class, neither of 
you, one life, fifteen books  . .; 
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2) ,       : any, 
certain, enough, few, little (less, least), a lot of (lots of), many/much (more, most), no, other, several, 
some, such, what (whatever), which (whichever). : any time, certain period, enough 
money, few girls, little house, lots of friends, many pencils, much milk, no strength, other meal, 
several days, some relatives, such a day, whatever place, whichever bench; 

3) ,        (  -
    ,    ): 

-        -
: the few animals, those other days, his every step; 

-    ,     ( , , 
,  ): eight o’clock, five pounds, three meters, two cents;  

-   : 1. Work is done on an object if two things happen: the object 
moves as a force is applied and the direction of the object’s motion is the same as the direction of the 
force [7]. 

2. There were three of us in my marriage, Ernie, me and irritating, grumpy, ego-centric Eric [6]. 
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  . : Joel introduced himself and his son Neal to Senator Clayburn. 

All hands were properly shaken, all thanks duly given [1, . 327].  
     „all hands”  „all thanks”  ,  -
    .  

         „All charges against Neal were 
dropped in the deal” [1, . 45]     ,   . 
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The article highlights the main principles of modern theory of information structure of a sentence, advantages of 
new interpretative approach and investigates the interrelation of sentence IS and its word order in Old English 
written records. 
Key words: information structure of a sentence, word order, old/new information, topic, comment, focus, background.  
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