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The article deals with the analysis of modern American learner’s explanatory dictionaries’ microstructures. 
Specific features of dictionary entries are revealed in accordance with the demands made by modern learner’s 
lexicography.  
Key words: learner’s dictionary, microstructure, dictionary entry, headword. 
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   (n., vt., vi., adv., prep., conj., interj. ),  -
 (Informal, Slang, Nonstandard ),   (F, G, L, Gk. Myth, Ital. 

),    (Astron., Ecol., Med., Naut. ),  (obs., 
archaic )    (dial.).  ,    -

  „obsolete”  „archaic”  WNWCD   Old Informal, Old Slang, 
Historical [7];   – Now Rare, Old Poet., Literary, colloq. (colloquial), Vulgar [7]. 
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 .   , ,   -   -
  ‘compare’, ‘see’, ‘var. of’,     , -

        .    
    ,      -
   ,   WNWCD   ,   

MWCD – . 
       „Usage”,    -

  , : aggravate vt 1 obs a: to make heavy: BURDEN…usage Although 
aggravate has been used in sense 3a since the 17th century, it has been the object of disapproval only 
since about 1870. ... Aggravation is used in sense 3 somewhat more than in its earlier senses; 
aggravating has practically no use other than to express annoyance [6].  
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 ,     ,  , 
   : mist (…) n. SYN. – mist applies to a visible atmospheric 

vapor of rather fine density…; haze suggests a thin dispersion of smoke…; fog suggests a greater 
density of moisture particles than mist…; smog is applied to a mixture of fog and smoke… [7]. 
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, : bounty jumper in the U.S. Civil War, a man who accepted the cash bounty 

offered for enlisting and then deserted [8]; zapper /…/ n (1969): one that zaps: as a: an electronic 
device designed to attract and kill insects b: a person who habitually changes channels (as to avoid 
commercials) c: a remote control device used for zapping [6].  

       WNWCD    -
 .      „ ”. ,   , 

    ,         
         ,     -
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      ,      
, : Capitol Hill n [Capitol Hill, Washington, site of the U.S. Capitol] (1943): the 

legislative branch of the U.S. government [6]; Capitol Hill the hill in Washington, D.C., on which 
stands the Capitol building: often used figuratively of the legislative branch of the U.S. government 
[7]. ,          -
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     ,   : Camelot (…) n. 1 
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Arthurian Legend: the English town where King Arthur has his court and Round Table 2 [[from 
application of the name to the administration of John Fitzgerald KENNEDY]] any time, place, etc. 
idealized as having excitement, purpose, a high level of culture, etc. [7]; Camelot \…\ n 1: the site of 
King Arthur’s palace and court 2: a time, place, or atmosphere of idyllic happiness [6].  
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    „Manifest Destiny”: 

manifest destiny n, often cap M&D (1845): a future event accepted as inevitable <in the mid-
19th century expansion to the Pacific was regarded as the Manifest Destiny of the United States>; 
broadly: an ostensibly benevolent or necessary policy of imperialistic expansion [6]; Manifest Destiny 
n. the 19th cent. doctrine postulating the territorial expansion of the U.S. as its obvious destiny: term 
current during the annexation of the territories in the Southwest and Northwest and of islands in the 
Pacific and Caribbean [7]; 
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