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The research focuses on the analysis of the nature of communication breakdowns, connected with the usage of 
speech genres, and the disclosure of the causes which lead to them. The examples of the types of communication 
breakdowns which are caused by the wrong usage of speech genres in the intercourse are presented. 
On the examples of works of home and foreign authors it has been shown that such factors as the absence of 
language competence, communication aim, and the inability to use the proper speech genre lead to the break-
downs in human intercourse. 
Key words: speech genre, addressee, addresser, communicative intercourse, communication breakdowns, lan-
guage competence, communication aim.  
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Mr. Healy was much older than his wife. It was whispered, Patsy said, that he couldn’t cut the mustard, Eve and 
Benny spent long hours trying to work out what this could mean. Mustard came in a small tin and you mixed it 
with water. How did you cut it? Why should you cut it? (M. Binchy) [8]. 
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LOTTE SHOEN. Oh,  really! Just tell  what on earth you put in that drink - and without the riddle, please. 
LETTICE DOUFFET. It’s nothing dangerous. I assure you. Just mead, vodka, sugar and lovage. 
LOTTE SHOEN. Lovage? What’s that? 
LETTICE DOUFFET. Lovage. Its name derives from „love ” and „ache ”. Ache is the medieval From parsley [9]. 
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