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The present paper reveals the distributional features of NOT in the Middle English text and its status in the ME 
paradigm of negation. The paradigmatic analysis of negative constructions differentiated functional peculiarities 
of NOT, characteristics Geoffrey Chaucer’s discourse.  
Key words: category of negation, distribution, functional semantic field, model, discourse, operator, paradigm. 
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   1 184 . 
   ’    „ -

 ”   (1378)   – 191 772 . 
      : -

 –   ( - . un-, in- (il-, ir-, im-), a-, dis-, mis- , re-, de-, counter- (contr-), anti-, 
pseudo-, -false, mal-, -non, -less); -  –   ( - . not, nat, no, ne), 

  ( - . nothyng, noon, none),   ( - . never, nevere, 
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nowher),   (neither…nor);  –   -
      .  

   „  ”     
  ,  : 

1)  un-, mis-, -lees; 
2)  not/nat, no, ne; 
3)  nothyng, noon, none; 
4)  nowher, nevere. 

  -   NOT    
.       „ ”.   . . , 

 –            
   [2, c. 28].  ,  –   

     ’  -  .  ,  -
 . . ,  ,    ,   -

  -  , ,    
   ,  ,      [1, . 380–381].  

   .      -
 NOT. 
1. Vaux+NOT+Vinf. 
1.1.Thou shalt not love my lady Emily, But I will love her only and no mo’; The Knight: his 

Portrait and his Tale, 1588–1589. 
   NOT   shalt (  )  -

      love (  ),   -
  .  

2. NOT+Vnotional. 
2.1. So grante you His pardon to receive, For that is best, I will you not deceive. The Pardoner, 

his Prologue, and his Tale, 917–918. 
 NOT       deceive     -

 .  
3. Vmodal+NOT+Vnotional. 
3.1. Since that I may not see you, Emily, I n'am but dead! There is no remedy! The Knight: his 

Portrait and his Tale, 1273–1274. 
NOT     may (  )   see 

(  )      . 
4. NOT+INFINITIVE. 
4.1.I am a king; it sits me not to lie.” „And I,” quod she, „a queen of faërie. 
Her answer shall she have, I undertake. The Merchant, his Prologue and his Tale, 2315–2317. 

  , NOT     to lie    -
      .  

5. NOT+NOUN. 
5.1. Alan answéred, „I count him not a fly,” 
And up he rist, and by the wench he crept. The Portrait, Prologue and Tale of the Reeve, 4192–4193. 

   NOT    fly  . 
6. N T+ADJECTIVE (Vaux+NOT+Adj.). 
6.1. It is not honest, it may not advance proper / profit 
For to dealen with no such poraille, poor people 
But all with rich and sellers of vitaille. The Friar , the Summoner, the Friar’s Prologue and the 

Friar’s Tale, 246–248. 
    NOT    honest   -

  . 
7. NOT+PREPOSITION. 
7.1. NOT+PREPOSITION+ADJECTIVE. 
7.1.1. My spirits feeleth not of such mattér. 
But if you list, my tal  you shall hear. The Portrait, Prologue and Tale of the Franklin, 727–728. 
NOT     of   such   .  
7.2. NOT+PREPOSITION+NOUN. 
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7.2.1. Now is me shape eternally to dwell  
Not in purgatóry, but in hell! The Knight: his Portrait and his Tale, 1225–1226. 

  , NOT     in   purgatory -
    . 
8. NOT+ADVERB. 
8.1. And eke thereto he is a prisoner 
Perpetually, not only for a year. The Knight: his Portrait and his Tale, 1457–1458. 

    NOT   only   . 
9. NOT+NUMERAL (NOT+NUMERAL +NOUN). 
9.1. Not one word spoke he mor  than was need, 
And that was spoke in form and reverence, 
And short and quick and full of high senténce. The Clerk of Oxford and his Tale, 304–306. 
NOT,    one   word    

. 
10. NOT+PRONOUN. 
10.1. God liketh not that men us ‘Rabbi’ call, 
Neither in market, nor in your large hall. The Summoner, his Prologue and his Tale, 2187–2188. 
NOT     that   . 
11. NOT+CONJUNCTION. 
11.1. Of all that day she saw him not with eye. 
She trowed that he was in malady,  
For, for no cry her maiden could him call. The Miller’s Tale, 3415–3417. 
NOT     with   .  
12. NOT+Ip+NOUN. 
12.1. But yet I hope it be not your intent 
That I smockless out of your palace went. The Clerk of Oxford and his Tale, 874–875. 
NOT     your   intent   -

.  
,    NOT    .   -

   : 
1.   NOT      ,  : , 

, ,   .  
2.  NOT      , -
  ,  , - , -

, - , -   . [4]. 
3.    NOT,      . ,  

   -   (Vaux+NOT+Vinf., NOT+Vnotional, Vmodal+ 
NOT+Vnotional, NOT+INFINITIVE, NOT+NOUN, N T+ADJECTIVE, NOT+PREPOSITION, 
NOT+ADVERB, NOT+NUMERAL, NOT+CONJUNCTION, NOT+Ip+NOUN) [3].  
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