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The article highlights the main principles of modern theory of information structure of a sentence, advantages of 
new interpretative approach and investigates the interrelation of sentence IS and its word order in Old English 
written records. 
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V2,     [1, . 45]. ,      
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(1) Ðes bisceop worhta fæla wundra þuruh god (28/63) – this bishop wrought many miracles by God’s help. 
           : 

    + V +    ,    -
     ( . . 1). 

 ,           ,   
     . 

  SOV      – 37 %.    , 
       ,    .    

 (2)  :     +     + V, 
   ,      ( ),    

  . .:  
(2) And hyre hired-cnihtas hi eadmodlice cyston (249/40) – and her household-servants humbly 

kissed her.  
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     ’ ,      ,   ,  
 .  
     OVS (4 %)  VSO (5 %).    

   OVS      :   + V + 
  ( . 3). .: 
(3) Ðas fif andgitu gewisseð seo sawul to hire wyllan (22/200). – The Soul directeth these five 

senses according to its will. 
,        , ,  

’  .         ,   -
 ’  ,   . , Ðas fif andgitu (these five senses) -

     ,       ;    
 ,    (seo sawul – ).     -

          (Ðas fif andgitu –  ’  
  seo sawul – ). 

ForceP 
 

Force´ 
 

TopP          TopP 
 

Top´   Top´        topic 

 DP     DP       FinP 

     D  NP       D                  N        Fin´ 
 

   Ðas           fif andgitu     seo              sawul          VP 
 

gewisseð … to hire wyllan 
. 3.    VS-  

 
  VSO        þa/þonne,  

  „ ”.   .    . , þa/þonne   -
     ’     [5].   VSO -

,          ’ ,   ’  
, .: „    –   ”.      ,  ’   
’   .        „ -
”,   ’   ’    „ ”,   -

        . .: 
(4) þa become hyre on hand þæs halgan apostoles lar paules … (24/26). – Then came into her 

hands the holy apostle’s doctrine.  
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   þa 

     Top´       Focus´ 

     NP  focus     FinP 

                                         VP 
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