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This article addresses the syntactic structure of the tag question's main constituent. Its principal structural and 
quantitative characteristics have been determined. 
Key words: tag, main constituent, elliptic sentence, monopredicative, polipredicative. 
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  -     
  ,          
  ,   ,    '    

  .    -   -
   . ’      -

    –     2 461 964 ,  
–       . 

  –    ,   /  
     ,  , 

,    ,    ( )  '  
  [3, . 9].        , -

  ,   , -   . -
     . 
)         

    ,     -
     .    
     ’      -
,       . : 

1) That’s really likely, isn’t it? (D. Adams – Life, the Universe and Everything); 
2) As it wasn't a race you'll never know – will you? (J. Clavell – Noble House); 
3) Let’s go and run up a few expenses, shall we? (D. Adams – Mostly Harmless). 

     1-2    
  ,   3     

   shall.  
)          -

  , ,     (L. G. Alexander, M. Celce-
Murcia, R. Quirk  .),        

 ,    .  
   . . ,      

  ,   „     ,   -
    ,   –   ” [7, . 5]. . , . 

,       ,   ’  
     [12, . 448].  

 .  [11], .  [8], .  [9] ,   -
       ,    

,          . 
       .   

      „Let’s”. : 
4) Cut it out, will you? (C.Willeford – The Shark-Infested Custard); 
5) Feed them, will ya? (J. David – Footprints of Thunder); 
6) Let’s focus on getting away in one piece, shall we? (D. Brown – The Da Vinci Code). 

 ,      , -
    ( .  4), ’   ( .  5), -
 ( .  6).  ,      

 „Let’s”,        
,         ’ ,    

 .  
. .  [2], . .  [5], .  [10]  .   -

     ,       -
  , :  

7) What a summer, huh? (S. King – A Bag of Bones); 
8) What a tale we have been in, Mr. Frodo, haven’t we? (J. R. R. Tolkien – Return of the King). 
9) What a happy ever after, eh? (R. F. Rankin – They Came and Ate Us); 

  7-9     ,    
 what, how .       , 
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         -
,  [3, . 13].  

      . .  [5, . 5] -
        ,  -

    , :  
10) Didn’t you mind my coming in, did you? [5]; 
11) Can we join you, can we? [5]; 
12) Do you know who you're talking to, you filthy little Mudblood, do you? (J. K. Rowling – 

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince); 
13) Didn't the headmaster say that nighttime prowling's out, unless you've got permission, didn't 

he? (J. K. Rowling – Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince). 
       , 

    ,   10–13 ,   -
      ,     , -

  ,    [1, . 357].  
    ,     -

      ( . . 1).      
,       .  

 
 1 

      
     –   . 

      
1.  5 697 89 % 
2.  643 10 % 
3.  48 0,8 % 
4.  12 0,2 % 

 6 400 100 % 
 

        -
    89 %     . 
       ,  :  – 10 %, -

 – 0,8 %,  – 0,2 %. 
)     –     -

   ,    ,     ,  
,            

   , ,   [6, . 141].  -
 ,   ,      . : 

14) (it is) Amazing, isn't it, that things like this apparently rule the world? (T. Pratchett – 
Moving Pictures); 

15) (he is a) Hard man, is he? (R.F. Rankin – They Came and Ate Us). 
     ,     ,   ,  

,    ,    . . ,   -
        [7, . 6].  

        
         

( . . 2). 
 

 2 
      

     –   . 
      

1.  5581 87,2 % 
2.  819 12,8 % 

 6 400 100 % 
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  2   ,      -
       –   ,  

    819    12,8 %    
  .  

)        ,    
   ,        -

 ,     -    , 
      ,     -
   [6, . 518].  

      ,  -
  , : 

16) He couldn't be serious, could he? (B. Lumley – Necroscope); 
17) You won’t hurt him, will you? (G. R. R. Martin – The Clash of Kings); 
18) It's nothing to do with radioactivity, is it? (N. Shute – On the Beach). 

        . 
          -

   – ,    . : 
19) No, we gave it to him because he's a great bullying git, isn't he, Harry? (J. K. Rowling – 

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire); 
20) The point is that those boys avoid violence wherever possible, isn't it? (A. MacLean – Bear Island); 
21) I suppose you don't believe we won the Battle of Beruna, do you? (C. S. Lewis – Prince Caspian). 

   -     -
       ,   -

  . 3.  
 

 3 
       -

   –   . 
      

1.  5914 92,4 % 
2.   486 7,6 % 

 6 400 100 % 
 

   . 3   ,   92,4 % -
  .   ,     

7,6 %      .  
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The article regards linguistic means of temporal relations expression in English web news texts. Specific forms 
of realization of the category of time determined by media genres peculiarities have been analyzed.  
Key words: Internet news, media text, temporality, deixis. 
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