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The paper deals with the problem of indirect speech acts–the ways certain types of illocutionary acts are pro-
duced and perceived, the number and content of illocutionary acts within the indirect speech act. 
Indirect speech acts are considered in the context of literary discourse by Eudora Welty, a contemporary Ameri-
can author. Indirect speech acts are speech acts that don’t express the speaker’s intentions outright, have the 
form of another illocutionary act and is an integral part of “live” communication. They convey additional in-
formation (essential and substantial), creating implication for the “apparent” text. 
Key words: speech act, directive, commissive, representative, expressive, declarative, indirect speech act, speak-
er’s communicative intentions, gender, “female” language. 
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“Now, look what you have gone and done, Sister,” says Mama. “You go apologize.” 
“I haven’t got time, I’m leaving,” I says. 

 
        ,    

 ,     ,      , 
  ,         .      

,   . 



 21

     ,   ’      
, .       -
 ,            -

 ,    .   -   : 
 

“So that’s your opinion of your uncle Rondo, is it?” he says. “I look like a fool, do I?” 
 

        ,     
         . ,   

     15 , , ,    ’       
   ’    ,       . 
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    ,      ,     , 
  ,   ,     : 

 
“Well, Sister, I’ll be glad to donate my army cot if you got any place to set up, providing you’ll leave right this 
minute and let me get some peace.” 
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