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Abstract. The article under review deals with the problem of sociocultural component in Ukrainian ESP

manuals. Basic criteria of sociocultural component efficiency are identified. The most powerful types of sociocultural
exercises in Ukrainian ESP manuals are specified.

Key words: English for specific purposes (ESP), sociocultural component, modern manual for EFL
students.
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[11]:

1. Comment on the French proverb mentioned by Poirot in Chapter 21. What did he imply? Can you think of a
Ukrainian equivalent? [p. 192].

2.There is a popular poem cited by Poirot in Chapter 23. Do you respond to it? Do you find it suggestive? Could
it possibly be used as an epigraph to the novel? Try translating the poem into Ukrainian [ p. 192];

;
[12]:

Serf the Internet to answer the questions:
What is La Belle Époque?
a) What fabric did ladies use for their dresses?
b) What accessories did they wear?
c) What colours did high society ladies prefer?
d) What did their lackeys wear?    [p. 29];

 ( ) ;
[13]:

Read a statement and give your professional opinion.
Southern California has many Mexican restaurants, and Louisiana has strong Creole accent to its food [p. 81].
You are a popular cater in your area. You are asked to organize a social Mexican style event. What kind of food will
you be serving and what amount do you need to cook? How will you decorate the tables and the hall? Do you know the
difference between Mexican and Creole catering service? Is it easy to start up Family Traditions Catering business in
Bukovyna?

;
:

1. What did Ryder say about marriages? Do you believe him?
What is your idea of a happy family?  [12, p. 57].

2. Do you believe that Poirot had a point insisting upon the fact that if ‘evil entered one in   and made home
within one’, it would be impossible ‘to drive it out’? [11, p. 60].

3. What in your opinion is a typical face of the new civilization (that of the early 21st century)? [11, p. 110].
4. Can you recall a few examples from books or films to illustrate the saying “Affluence one day, the gutter the

next”? Dwell upon the way the ordeal affected the people. Were they able to survive and overcome the hardships?
What lessons were they able to learn? Do such things happen in reality? Do you believe it may happen the other way
round (“The gutter one day, affluence the next”)? [11, p. 137].

;
:
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Why did Ryder play a movement from some terrible Russian suite when he first met Lucy Dupree and later (chapter 2)
played the Chopin nocturnes? [12, p. 35; 60].

;
:

1.  What  do  you know about  ‘the time of Elizabeth’ (Chapter VII)? Be able to give a brief outline of major political,
social and cultural developments in the then England and Europe. What outstanding people (writers, artists, statesmen
etc.) does it associate with for you?
2. In the phrase “…what your Edwardian mind suggests to you” (Chapter VIII) what does  the word Edwardian imply?
What social, political, cultural developments and/or outstanding people (writers, scholars, artists, politicians etc.) do
you associate it with?  [11, p. 35].

, ;
:

Read these snippets of wisdom, agree or disagree, prove your thought:
“There is no sincerer love than the love of food” (George Bernard Shaw)

“Tell me what you eat and I will tell you what you are” (A. Brillat-Savarin)
“Today’s newspaper is tomorrow’s fish and chips wrapper”   [13, p. 69].

;
:

1. Consider information from the chapter and explain the following:
How does "pyramiding" work in the sphere of economics?    [12, p. 70].

2. One of the passengers said to Poirot that the wonders of Egypt made him sick because they had cost the lives of many
poor slaves who had worked on building them, and added that human beings matter more than stones’ and that ‘the
future is more important than the past’. Do you ever consider history and historic monuments along these lines? What
sentiments do the above statements arouse in you?  [11, p. 87].
3.  What  do  you think  of  the ‘pretty good sound rule Cherchez la femme’? Use examples from books, films or your
personal experience to prove or disprove the fact that this rule works. [11, p. 159].
4. Are you a transhumanist thinker? Give your reason why?
Transhumanism is an international cultural and intellectual movement with an eventual goal of fundamentally
transforming the human condition by developing and making widely available technologies to greatly enhance human
intellectual, physical, and psychological capacities [10, p. 165].

;
:

Explain the implication of the following phrases:
1. You are of the Church of England, I presume?  [11, p. 55]
2. The Anglo-Saxon, he takes nothing seriously but playing games [11, p. 82].
3. Cornelia saw plenty of drunkenness during Prohibition years  [11, p. 105].
4. No Woolworth handkerchiefs [11, p. 185].

.
:

Organize a panel discussion:
1. Mr. Ferguson insisted that “education has devitalized the white races”. What did he imply? Don’t you think
that ‘an orgy of culture’ is an issue nowadays?
2. Who would you side with Cornelia Robson or Ferguson on the issue of the role of education and culture in modern
society? Are many people nowadays interested in Greek art or the Renaissance? Do the culture and art of the past
epochs matter any longer?  [11, p. 192].
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Tha paper considers the reflection of biological sex in the portrait description of fiction text characters. Gender

peculiarities of this composition form are interpreted as text forming factor.
Key words: text, gender, gender stereotype, portrait.
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