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The article deals with the psycholinguistic characteristic of a maniac as a fiction character considering such
parameters as pragmatics, completeness, coherence, logic, vocabulary, grammar, and style. The research is based on
James Patterson’s novel “Along Came a Spider”.

Key words: discourse, psycholinguistic analysis of a text, pragmatics, completeness, coherence, logic,
vocabulary, grammar, style.
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 ( , , ) [2, . 247].
 «Along Came a Spider» , 

: «I am Gary Soneji! I am Himself… You’re in the presence of the world-famous kidnapper.
This is like a free-for-nothing demonstration. So watch closely. You might learn something. Gary Soneji has been
places, he’s seen things you’ll never see in your life»  [6,  .  100].  ,  

: «world-famous kidnapper»; , ,  « » 
: «Gary Soneji has been places, he’s seen things you’ll never see in your life»; , 

, , , . 
: «I’m Gary Soneji. You all got that? I’m The Man himself. You folks have found me, so to

speak. You’re all big heroes» [6, . 100]. ,  «The Man
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himself»,  – «folks», . , 
, .

, , 
, : «He’d planned for everything, including the weather» [6, .

7], «He’d had escape plans in mind since he’d been fifteen or sixteen years old» [6, 92]. ,
: «He’s a very bright man. He could easily have his Ph.D. in math» [6, .

93]  :  «He was even better than advertised. If he wasn’t really a math teacher before he
came here, I’d be totally amazed»  [6,  .  42];  ,  :  «Several
hundred books, and at least that many magazines, were piled in the single small room» [6,  .  36].  

, , 
: «He loved Stephen King, identified with His Weirdness, and wished The King would write about all the

smiley fools in America. He could see the dust jacket for King’s masterpiece—Balloonheads» [6, 58].
, , 

,  ,  :  «masterpiece — Balloonheads».
: «all the smiley fools in America»,  

. 
: «He was another De Niro — no doubt about that — only he was an even better» [6, 98]. 

,  
. , 

.
. .

,  [3, . 84].
  «Along Came a Spider» , 

, : «Well, daddy’s little man. It’s our time now, - he muttered to
himself» [6, . 8]. , , , ,

. , , 
: «Either of you guys want a Coke? - he called out to the drugged, comatose children. - No? Okay then, but

you’re going to be real thirsty soon»  [6,  .  22].  
,  ,   .  

,  .  :  «Hi, Mom! Look
who’s on TV. It’s the Bad Boy!» [6, . 31]. 

. 
,  [2, . 104].

, 
,   [2, .  91]. 

, : «What
can I tell you, Bobby—I am a psychopathic liar, after all» [6, . 194]. , 

,   :  «Gary thought about it carefully before he said a word. Then he
said, “I love you so much, Missy. I love you and Roni more than I love my life itself.” Gary lied, and he knew it was a
pretty good one» [6, . 78]. «I love you so much»  «I love you more than I love my life itself» :

,  .  ,  
.  ,  

: «I want to send out another message over the TV, I guess. I want the fame I so richly deserve,» he finally said. «I
want to be the scariest man in America» [6, . 85]. . 

,  ,   ,  .  
 «I want», , 

.
 [2, . 194].

, , 
, , , 

: «I’m the star here! I’m Soneji! Murphy! Whoever I want to be!» [6, . 218].  –
. . , . 

, : «I am going to
get the truth from you right now. Then I’ll go get my money, wherever you’ve stashed it. I’ll come back and kill you, but
nicely—no theatrics. Who knows, you might even manage to escape while I’m gone. That’s doubtful, but hope springs
eternal. I have to tell you, Michael, that’s the option I’d choose» [6, . 224]. 

,  : then, and, wherever, but, who knows, even, while, , 
,

, : «but nicely — no theatrics», 
.

, 
 [3, . 52]. 

. , 
,  «crime»  «fame». 

.  
 «kidnap».  164 , 
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. :
«How I was fascinated, absolutely enthralled, obsessed with kidnapping children. Having them completely under my
control» [6, . 180]. , , 

fascinated, absolutely enthralled, obsessed
. .

, , 
 [2, . 213]. , ,

, , 
. ,

: «Alex, Did she sob, and whine, and beg for forgiveness before they pricked her?
Did you shed a tear? Remember me to the family. I want to be remembered. Always. Son of L.» [6, . 222]. 

Past Simple
Past Perfect. , , 

: «sob», «whine», «beg»,
 «and». , 

. — «Remember me to the family» —
,  « » Always. ,

.  ,  ,  
. , .

, .
, 

 [2,  .  87].  
. : «I’m the star! Not you!» [6, . 214] :

«I’ll have to cut off your penis here and now, put it in your mouth as a convenient gag, and then torture you with little
flesh cuts, hundreds of cuts, starting with the face and neck, until you tell me what I need to know» [6, . 203]. 

, , 
,  – . 

, : «cut off your penis here and now,
put it in your mouth as a convenient gag.

: «torture you with little flesh cuts… until you tell me what I need to know».
, , 

, , 
: «She put me there, down in the basement. It was our cellar, and she put me down there

almost every day» [6, . 115] : «Just look at you. Look at you now. Genius is in the
details, right?» [6, . 32]. , 

.
: «He was fascinated by this condition known as fame.

He thought a lot about it. Almost all the time. What was fame really like? How did it smell? How did it taste? What did
fame look like close up?» [6, . 7]. , , , , 

:  «What was fame really like?», : «How did it smell? How did it taste?». 
, , 

.
,  «Along Came a

Spider», , 
, . 

, : 
, , 

; , 
; , 

, .
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