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The article studies the development of forms marking adjectival degrees of comparison in English and considers
the role of first grammars and first grammarians in the transition from the free variation of periphrastic and inflected
forms characteristic of Middle and Early Modern English period to clear rules of their distribution.

Keywords: degrees of comparison of adjectives, descriptive grammar, prescriptive grammar, Early Modern
English
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 [1; 11; 13]  [8;
23]. , more, most ( , more certain,
most certain) . 

. 
 -ra,   –   -ost (-ust, -ast, -est), 

-ozan, -osta, -izan, -ista. 
, , ieldra, grietra, gingra, lengest, strengest, sciertest, hiehst.  

 -re  -est. , 
 -er

 -r-   -er- . . 
-er, -est  [8].  XIII . [21, . 84–5]. 

- , 
.  XIV . ,  XVI .

 [23, . 19]. 
:  XVI ., 
 [17, . 176].
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 [2, . 270]. 
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,  [9, . 730]. . , 
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. 
, ,  “ , ” [9, . 733],

more most . , 
, 

, , . 
: 

. 
.

, more most
, . . ,

lesser, worser, bestest, more better.

. , , 
, 

 [8, 649].  1640
., , , “

” [8, 192]. , 
, .

, 
, , , do

.
, 

, , , easy:  (easier/easiest), 
(more easy/most easy)  (more easier/most easiest).

, . ,
,  1594  “ ”, , 

 [8, . 201].

 XVII . [11, . 84;
2, . 147]. : , , , 

 [11, . 83; 17, . 185]. , , 
 /  /  –  [11]. , , 

 [17, . 180–185]. 
XVII . . 

 XVII . [15, . 39–40].
 XVII . . 

,  .  
: .  [3] . ,  “

, , ” [18,
. 13].  [13, . 54]. 

, , 
, ,  XIII .

: , 
 [6, . 55]. . . 

more/most, better/best (best learned),  
 vs. . too-hard, over-hard, too-

too-hard, over-much-hard, [3, . 14], 
 (ait old old man) [7, 35]. very

 [6, . 55].
 XVII . 

. “  -er more
... hard, harder  more hard" [4, . 37]. 

, 
.

 XVII . . , , 
 [3, . 39]. . 

learneder (p.58)  [23,  .  5],  .  
.

. , -
able, -less, -full, -like, -ish, -ive, -ly,   -ous . 

 (golden),  (wintry) 
. , 

 [7, . 35]. , 
, .
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 1662 . ,  -aw,
 [6, . 56]. 

. , , 
more / most [20, . 36].  XVIII . .  [12] 

:  -ain, -tie, -cal, -en, -ly, -less, -ry, -
al, -able, -ing, -ish, -est, -ous, -ant, -ed, -id, -som

more / most.
,  XVIII . ,

.
, , .

, , 
XVII . ,  [15, . 41-42] 

worser  lesser, . , 
 XVII ., .

, , , , 
more mightier/most mightiest  ( ,

, ), , lesser
[6, . 59].
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. .  [22] , 
,  –  “ ” [22, 87]. ,

. , -er, -est,
, , 

. , 
, ,  -y, 'happy', -le ‘ample',  

, 'discreet',   -er  -est. . 
 [19, . 37]. , 

, He sometimes claims
admission to the chiefest offices  [22, . 104].

, .
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more, most: rich,  richer /more rich,  richest/ most rich” [5, . 52]. ,
,  ,   -er -r,

, 
, - , 
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