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This paper deals with the category of “POLITICAL FIGURE”, its characteristics and mechanisms of sense
transposition in the process of its nomination. An attempt to determine the place of the given category in the British
linguistic worldview is made.

Key words: categorization, category, linguistic worldview, political discourse.
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 (source)  (target). 
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 [3, c. 12-51].

 Macmillan Dictionary  – ,   42 
, : political figure, politician, backbencher, carpetbagger, congressman, congressperson,

congresswoman, cross-bencher, dove, elder statesman, Eurocrat, Eurosceptic, free marketeer, front bencher,
gentleman, gentlewoman, hack, hawk, House Majority leader, independent, lawmaker, member, Member of Parliament,
MEP, MP, MSP, oppressor, parliamentarian, pol, politico, public figure, senator, Sir Humphrey, sitting member, spin
doctor, spinmeister, statesman, statesperson, stateswoman, strongman, warmonger, whip. , 

, , , President Vice-president. , 
, , , 

, . 
, 

, , carpetbagger, cross-bencher, Eurosceptic,
oppressor, warmonger whip, .
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 BNC,  8935 , 
 « », MP Member of

Parliament (  44,4%), gentleman ( “hon. gentleman”) – 25,5%, politician – 11,8
% senator – 7,5%. , 
10,8%.

, ,
, , carpetbagger (someone who

gets involved in politics in a place away from where they live, because they think they will be more successful
there),dove (a politician who wants to use peaceful methods to solve problems rather than fighting), hack (a junior
politician or official who does boring work for a political party and is not respected), hawk (a politician who prefers
using military force to more peaceful methods), spin doctor (someone whose job is to give journalists information that
makes a politician or an organization seem as good as possible), strongman (a political leader who uses force or
threats to keep power), warmonger (a politician who tries to start a war).

whip (an official in a political party whose job is to make certain that other members go where
they are needed and that they vote in the correct way), backbencher (an ordinary member of the British Parliament who
does not have a senior position), cross-bencher (a member of the house of lords who does not belong to any particular
political party)[8].

strongman , , 
 (strongman – . , , , 

), 
: a/the + strongman (11%), the + NOUN (in possessive case)+ strongman ( : the

republic’s strongman)(16%), a/the + ADJ + strongman ( : a wilting strongman, the Iraqi strongman) (73%).
backbench/-er, ,

backbench ( ,  ,  )  
. : a/the + backbencher (24%), NUM +

backbencher : one backbencher)(12%), backbencher + NOUN (proper name) ( : backbencher
Michael Stephen)(12%), a/the/- + NOUN + backbencher : a Tory backbencher, a government
backbencher)(26%), a/the/- + ADJ + backbencher ( : a loyal backbencher, senior backbencher)(22%),
a/the+ ADV + ADJ + backbencher ( : a more critical backbencher)(2%),a/the  +  ADJ  +CONJ  +  ADJ  +
backbencher ( : a senior and influential backbencher)(2%).
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