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vernünftig
 « » – 13 .   « » – 7 ,

 « »:
„Ich habe immer deutlich gemacht, dass wir unsere Arbeit hier vernünftig machen, ich habe das Gefühl, dass

alle sie vernünftig machen [10, Zeit: 01.07.2009]”.
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The article is dedicated to the investigation of semantic ways of word-formation by means of exploiting

adjectival paradigm in Old English language of V – XI centuries. A thorough research is being held in order to
systematize the means of expressing the high derivational potential of Anglo-Saxon adjectives, based on the
characteristics of their application in fundamental derivational models of the historical period under consideration.
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Semantic word-formation appears to be the only derivational means in Old English which was never combined with
morphological ones, and which is regarded as totally independent, although it still remains barely explored in modern
linguistics. This work dwells upon discovering the basic semantic derivational models proper to the Anglo-Saxon
adjectival paradigm, taking into account its actual division into two major ways of word-formation: conversion and
development of new meanings of already existing word. Thus, in the sphere of conversion the great importance goes to
a separate group of widely used Old English adjectives which strikingly changed the part of the speech they belong to
at the edge of Middle English period. They represent a curious lexical bulk in Old English conversional processes.
Furthermore, the development of new meanings of already existing words proves to be not only a widely spread way of
word-formation in Old English, but also the basis for the vast majority of other derivational models in ancient
Germanic literary tradition. All the peculiarities of Anglo-Saxon semantic word-formation mentioned above tend to
emphasize one more time the high derivational potential of Old English adjectives.

Key words: Old English, word-formation, adjectives, semantics, derivational models.
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 [3; 7; 4], 
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: n (“one”: ), æl = eall (“all”: ), ænig

(“any”: ), f a (“few”: ),
fela (“many, much”: ), f or (“far”: 

), manig = mæneg (“many”: ), ðer
(“other”: ), sylf (“self”: 

), sum (“some”: ), yfel
(“evil”: ) . , 

, , ,
.
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2.

, , 
.  .  .  

. ,
. . :  «Semantic word-building is … a metaphoric extension of meaning of a word to

name something other, similar to original word in some respects» [8, .  101]. ,  
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 (m ð, weorc; wendan).
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The article deals with the analysis of the main approaches to the interpretation of the semantics of optativity as
the irreal modality independent type in the contemporary home and abroad linguistics. It is substantiated that optativity
has a few semantic types in English. The article also focuses on the cognitive and discursive characteristics of the
optative utterances semantics.

Key words: optativity, desirability, semantic types, cognitive-discursive.


