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the digital agenda for Europe Declaration of network neutrality, the 
Convention on the protection of individuals with regard to automatic 
processing of personal data (ETS No. 108), guide on human rights for 
Internet users. 

Sources of national regulation of personal data protection shall be the 
Constitution of Ukraine, laws of Ukraine ‟On protection of personal data”, 
‟On information”, ‟On access to public information” etc. 

Attention is drawn to the obstacle of this issue – use not only the 
term ‟personal data”, but a number of other terms in scientific literature, 
legislation and judicial practice of that denote a roughly similar or the same 
concept: personal information about the person personified information 
about personal and family life of a person, the secret circumstances personal 
life secret personal life, information of a personal nature. Unfortunately, 
absence of acomprehensive analysis of their correlation, suggestions for 
optimal terms and concepts.  
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NOTIFICATION OF SUSPICION:  
PROCEDURAL SIGNIFICANCE AND SUBJECT 

Article provides complex scientific analysis of criminal procedural 
institute of suspicion notification including its procedural form, subject and 
significance in criminal proceeding.  

Author underlines that the decision of suspect’s notification does not 
indicate that the aim of pretrial investigation is achieved and it is considered 
to be completed. It requires additional interrogation of the suspect to be 
conducted after the notification, check the testimony given and take other 
necessary procedural actions.  

It must be noted that verification of suspect’s testimony and other 
information collected during the pretrial investigation may lead to conclusion 
that available proof of suspect’s guilt for committal of criminal offence is 
inconclusive or the suspect’s vindication – in this case the criminal 
proceeding must be completed according to  Article 284 of CPC of Ukraine.  

Investigator or prosecutor provide their own opinion of the suspect’s 
guilt in the notification based on the assessment of the evidence contained in the 
criminal proceeding materials by the time of the relevant decision to be made. 
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But the act itself does not officially claim on behalf of the State the person to be 
guilty in committal of the criminal offence. Despite the guilt conclusion is 
official it is still taken as personal (subjective) opinion of investigator/prosecutor 
concerning criminal responsibility of the suspected person.   

According to the principle of guilt presumption suspect is considered 
to be not guilty till the evidence will be presented for the opposite  
under legal procedure. 

Institute of suspicion notification has basically replaced the institute 
of accusation on the pretrial investigation stage. Except for detention any 
form of preventive measure application must be preceded by the notification 
of suspicion as the suspect’s status is gained only after the person is 
officially detained or upon written notice of the suspicion.  
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