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Summary. The article deals with the semantic peculiarities
of adjectives in the function of the predicative. The differences
in the meaning of the structure Vcop+Adjective depending on
the use of the predicative adjective with different prepositions
have been analyzed. Adjective complementation by to-infini-
tive and that-clause has been studied. The alternative construc-
tions demonstrate the different meaning of “deep” structures of
the sentences with the identical “surface” structure.
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The analysis of syntactic and semantic characteristics of copu-
lative verbs — central and peripheral constituents of the macrofield
of copulativity — still remains one of the topical issues in the study
of the English language.

It is a well-known fact that a number of verbs functioning as
copulas in English is much more numerous than that in other lan-
guages. Verbs in the function of copula along with the other parts of
speech can be used with adjectives as their complements. Yet not all
the adjectives can be combined with all the link verbs. The detailed
characteristics of the combinability of copulas and adjectives have
been presented by many scientists (O. Jespersen [10], H. Poutsma
[11],J. Curme [9], R. Quirk [13]).

The investigations concerning link-verbs as a rule include the
following issues: criteria enabling the verbs to function as copulas,
syntagmatic processes typical of the model Vcop+Complement,
lexical combinability of copulas and adjectives in the function of
predicative and their semantic role structure.

Yet the focus being put on the study of copulas, the peculiarities
of adjectives in the function of a predicative are open to further re-
search. Still less attention has been paid to adjectives in the function
of the predicative when followed by prepositional phrases or clauses.

The fact that predicative may be represented by a phrase has
been constantly mentioned by former Soviet [14, p. 246] and
Ukrainian linguists [4, p. 262], yet the phrase they most usually
considered was “prepositiontnoun”, It is M. Celce-Murcia and
D. Larsen-Freeman who mention that among adjectives in predica-
tive position there are “adjectives that must be followed by preposi-
tional phrase or infinitives (i.e. ones that are more complex syntacti-
cally)” [5, p. 383]. E.g.: Debbie seems inclined to agree.

Adjective in this position has been treated differently including
the use of different terms suggested by linguists. R. Zandvoort used
the term “predicative adjective” [17], R. Allen — a pedicated [3],
S. Chatman - adjectivals [6]. B. Strang and G. Teyssier state that
definition and description of the positional classes of predicatives
remains problematic [15; 16].

The study of the combinability of certain copulas with certain
groups of adjectives is mostly concerned with the study of adjec-
tives in the final position, yet not all the adjectives can be used in
that position without complementation.
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The aim of the article is to study semantic peculiarities of ad-
Jectives in the function of complement when followed by: 1) prepo-
sitional phrase; 2) to-infinitive; 3) that-clause.

The widest range of meanings is found in case of adjective com-
plementation expressed by prepositional phrase. The detailed list is
presented in Collins COBUILD English Grammar [7, p. 72-73].

Some adjectives cannot be used alone after a link verb. They
are followed by a prepositional phrase which must have a particular
preposition.

Thus, predicative adjectives followed by the preposition “to”
most often render the meaning of “similarity”, “loyalty”, “mar-
riage”, “rank”.

E.g.: My problems are very similar to yours. He is dedicated to
his job. She is junior to me.

Possible transformations demonstrate that meanings expressed
by construction Vcop+Adjective Complementation can be also ex-
pressed by means of adjective in the attributive position or by the
corresponding verb.

E.g.: My problems are Similar to yours. > I have similar prob-
lems. He is dedicated to his job. > He dedicated his life to this job.
They are devoted to their children. > They devoted their life to their
children.

The above transformations also demonstrate that the verb (in
case of simple predicate) and the adjective (both in the function of
attribute and predicative) share the same semantic meaning.

Used alone or with *“of”” the adjectives may specify the cause of a
feeling [8 p. 42]. E. g.: He was jealous of her success. > Her success
was the reason for his being jealous. They became suspicious of his be-
haviour. > His behaviour was the reason of their becoming suspicious.

To this group belong adjectives afraid, convinced, envious,
Jjealous, proud, suspicious, terrified, tired. All the examples render
causative meaning. E.g.: T thought she’d got tired of waiting (S.
Maugham). Sometimes T got tired of being called lucky (M. Spark).
Unless we get frightened of people (W. Golding).

Along with the above mentioned meaning the structure with
preposition “of”” may also indicate that a person has certain quality
[8, p. 42]. E.g.: How clever of you to work it out. > He was a clever
man to work it out. He turned the job down which was stupid of
him. > He was a stupid man to turn down the job. It was generous
enough of him to pay for us both. > He was a generous man to offer
to pay for us both.

The cause of a feeling may be also indicated by a structure with
the preposition “with”. E.g.. If you’re dissatisfied with our service,
please write to our manager. > If our service is the reason for your
being dissatisfied, please write to our manager.

The use of preposition “for”” renders some additional, more de-
tailed information about a person or thing having certain property.
E.g.. 1t’s difficult for young people on their own. It was unusual for
them to go away for the weekend.
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Used with the preposition “at” predicative adjectives usually refer to
some strong emotions: amazed, astonished, shocked, surprised or some
ability: bad, excellent, good, hopeless, useless. E.g.: He was shocked
at the hatred they had shown. They were amazed at her knowledge of
French literature. She had always been good at languages. We were wor-
ried about the situation. <...> then you get mad at him (S. Maugham)
[8, p. 42]. It is worth mentioning that in case of all the above enumerat-
ed participial adjectives the construction has its active analogue i.e. the
sentence in the active voice: He was surprised at her behaviour. > Her
behaviour surprised him. We were worried about the situation. > The
situation worried us [12, p. 309]. Similarly to the adjectives used with the
preposition “of”, the structure has causative meaning.

All the analyzed structures show the different semantic mean-
ing depending on the preposition used after the adjective.

In some cases the use of one and the same adjective with differ-
ent prepositions specify either a thing or a person. E.g.: adjectives
angry, annoyed, delighted, disappointed, fed up, furious, happy, up-
set specify a thing when used with the preposition “about”. When
used with a preposition “with” they specify a person.

E.g.: She was still angry about the result. They’re getting pretty
fed up with him.

The construction be(cop)+deverbative adjective may render the
meaning of the Continuous tense with the verbs that are not used
in the form of Continuous. E.g.: <...> he was apologetic > he was
apologizing. The man was incredulous. > He didn’t believe. The
whole structure in such cases acquires the character of the process
and the one that takes place during some certain circumstances [1].

Many adjectives after be and other link verbs are followed by
infinitives and resemble semantically similar verbs:

He was afraid to open the door (He feared to <...>).

They were eager to come ( They wanted to<...>).

T am delighted to go ( T like to <...>).

He appears reluctant to admit that ( He hesitates to <...>).

Among other adjectives that are followed by infinitives are
these: accustomed, ashamed, careful, competent, free, glad, hap-
Py, impatient, inclined, pleased, proud, qualified, ready, sorry, sure,
willing [2, p. 94].

Semantically these are structures that describe: a) emotional
state of the subject: He was ashamed to let anybody see his home
(K. Desay); b) willingness, desire or unwillingness on the side of
the subject: They found her beautiful and she was willing to ap-
preciate one who would think so (K. Desay); ¢) express a certain
opinion concerning somebody or something: It was wrong to have
forced all this ordinaries upon her (K. Desay).

Some linguists distinguish five main constructions in which the
adjective phrase is followed by a to-infinitive clause. They exem-
plify them in the following five sentences which are superficially
similar, though only three out of five are “wholly concerned with
adjective complementation” [12, p. 310].

Five structures suggested for the analysis are these: 1) Bob is
splendid to wait; 2) Bob is slow to react; 3) Bob is furious to hear;
4) Bob is hesitant to agree with you; 5) Bob is hard to convince.

The last one (structure 5) is quite different from the first four as
here “the subject of the sentence is the object of the infinitive which
must therefore have a transitive verb” [12, p. 311]. The construction
“*Bob is hard to arrive” will be incorrect.

Structure 1 may have as its analogue a construction involving
extraposition. E.g.: “Tt is splendid of Bob to wait” or be alternative
to a noun phrase that has as its head a degree noun or a generic noun
modified by adjective. E.g.: Bob is a splendid man to wait.

In case of structure 4 the most common adjectives are those
expressing willingness or unwillingness: eager, keen, willing, reluc-
tant. Structure 3 often has causative character. E.g.: Bob is furious
to hear that. > To hear it has made Bob furious. > It has made Bob
furious to hear that.

The difference between the two structures that is between struc-
tures 3 and 4 lies in the fact that in structure 3 (Bob is furious to hear
it) the head of the adjective phrase is an emotive adjective (com-
monly a participial adjective) while in structure 4 (Bob is hesitant
to agree with you), the head of the adjective phrase is the volitional
adjective. Structures 3 and 4 often admit feel as a copula.

Structure 2 (Bob is slow to react) has an analogue in which the
adjective is transformed into the adverbial. E.g.: Bob is slow to re-
act. > Bob reacts slowly. [12, p. 310].

While speaking about adjective complementation by finite clause
L.e. by that-clause some linguists classify adjectives that are used in
this case into “factual”, “emotive” and “volitional”. “Factual” ad-
jectives are concerned with the truth-value of the complementation,
“emotive” correspondingly with the attitude and “volitional” indirect-
ly express some command [12, p. 310]. There is a certain interde-
pendence between the type of the adjective and the mood of the verb
used in the that-clause. In case of the “factual” adjective the verb
in the clause is as a rule in the Indicative Mood. E.g.: I am aware
that he was late. “Emotive” adjectives along with the indicative verbs
can take should in the clause that follows. E.g.: T am amazed that he
should have got the post. “Volitional” adjectives are used either with
should in the clause or with the verbs that express desirability of the
action. E.g.: He was insistent that they should be present [12, p. 310].
Sentences with emotive adjectives possess causative meaning,

Conclusions. The above makes possible to formulate several
conclusions. The analyzed transformations serve as another proof
that the use of different prepositions in case of phrasal complemen-
tation changes the meaning of the whole construction Vcopt+Adj.
The random selection shows that the most frequently used phrases
are those with prepositions “of” and “at”.

Constructions with the to- infinitive and that-clause adjective
complementation as well as models with some prepositional phras-
es possess causative meaning. The further investigation of this issue
may admit including these structures as peripheral components into
the macrofield of causativity.

In some cases structures with to-infinitive complementation
prove that adjectives share some characteristics with adverbs as
well as with semantically similar verbs. The fact accounts for the
absence of a rigid line between parts of speech in English.
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HeituakuBckass O. B. CemanTHYeckue 0COOEHHOCTH
NPWJIATATEIbHOr0 B QYHKIINU NPeIHKATHBA

Annoranusi. B craree paccMOTpeHBI CeMaHTUIECKHE OCO-
OCHHOCTH TMPUJIAraTeIbHOTO B (DYHKIMH NpeauKariBa. [IpoaHa-

JIM3UPOBAHBl M3MEHEHUsI 3HAYEHUS] KOHCTPYKIMK Vcop+Adj pu
YIOTPeOICHUH ¢ Pa3IuYHBIMU NPEUIOKHBIMU IrpynamMu. Ompe-
JIENIEHO CEMAaHTUYECKOe HATIONHEHHEe PacCMaTPUBAEMBIX CTPYK-
Typ B CIlydae, KOTjia 3a IMEHEM MpUIlaraTellbHbIM ClIeyeT Moa-
YUHHUTENBHOE TIpeIokeHne wimi uHuHUTHB. [IpemioxenHsie
TpaHC(HOPMBI CBHACTENBCTBYIOT O HEOTHO3HAYHOCTH IITYOHHHBIX
CTPYKTYp, KOTOPEIE B TO e BPEMsI MOTYT HMETh TOKIECTBEHHOE
MOBEPXHOCTHOE, T.¢. (JOPMATBHO-TPaMMaTHYECKOE, BBIPKECHHE.

KnioueBble c10Ba: NpeIUKaTUBHOE IpUIararelibHOE, ce-
MaHTHYECKHE 0COOEHHOCTH, TPAHC(HOPMBI, INIyOUHHAs CTPYK-
Typa, IOBEPXHOCTHAs CTPYKTYpa.

HeiiyakiBcbka O. B. CemaHTH4HI 0c0o0IMBOCTI mpu-
KMeTHHMKA y (yHKIIl NpequKaTuBa

AHoTAalis. Y cTarTi po3mISHYTO CEMaHTUYHI 0COOINBOCTI
MPUKMETHHKIB Y QyHKIIT nmpeaukaTiBa. [IpoaHanizoBaHo Bif-
MIHHOCTI 3Ha4CHHsI CTPYKTYpH Vcop+Adj y pasi BKUBaHHS 3
PI3HEMU IPUHMEHHIKOBAMHY (pa3aMu. Bu3HaueHO ceMaHTHY-
HE HallOBHEHHSI CTPYKTYPH, KOJIH 32 IPUKMETHUKOM CIIiY€E TTi-
JIpsiiHE pedYeHHs uM iHQIHITHB. 3alpOoIOHOBaHI TpaHCHOPMU
3aCB1I4yIOTh HEOIHO3HAYHICTh MIMOMHHUX CTPYKTYP, SIKi BOJ-
HOYaC MOXKYTh MaTH OJHAKOBE MOBEPXHEBE, TOOTO (opMalb-
HO-TpaMaTH4YHE, BUPAKCHHS.

KuiouoBi cioBa: mpeankaTWBHUN NPUKMETHUK, CEMaH-
THYHI 0COONUBOCTI, TpaHCHOPMH, IHMOMHHA CTPYKTypa, TO-
BEpXHEBA CTPYKTYypa.
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