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Purpose. To increase the effectiveness of the depot 
car repair base functioning through its reformation. 

Methodology. To achieve the purpose we have im-
plemented the systematic approach and the general scien-
tific and special methods such as strategic planning and 
decision-making. 

Findings. On the basis of the study of “UZ” freight car 
repair activity we have drawn the conclusion about the need 
of car repair base reformation. We recommend the introduc-
tion of repair specialization and repair production lines, re-
construction of the freight car depots and optimization of 
their capacity. We have developed a rational model of 
Ukrainian car repair base reform. This model provides for 
simultaneous functioning of both the car depots of Public 
Joint-Stock Company “Ukrzaliznytsia” (PJSC “Ukrzalizny-
tsia”) and alternative private companies.  

Originality. The conceptual approach to freight car 
repair base reformation and railway transport restructuring 
under current market conditions has been developed. This 

approach, unlike the existing one, allows reducing the re-
pair base maintenance costs by optimizing the capacity of 
one part of promising depots, remaining within the facility 
staff of PJSC “Ukrzaliznytsia”, by separating the second 
part of depots as independent private structures for PJSC 
“Ukrzaliznytsia” rolling stock repair on the terms of the 
contract of outsourcing, and by liquidation or specializa-
tion change of the third part of depots, which don’t corre-
spond the current market conditions from economic point 
of view.  

Practical value. The research results can be implement-
ed in the field of maintenance and repair of freight car stock 
of PJSC “Ukrzaliznytsia”, or mining, metallurgical and oth-
er enterprises owning freight car stock.  

Keywords: freight cars, repair, repair program, ca-
pacity, reform, non-core asset 
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Purpose. To study the economic elite from the point of 

view of the system approach; to determine the characteris-
tics of the economic elite as a system and principles of its 
functioning as a complex adaptive system; to characterize 
the elite as a system with nonlinear feedback; to characterize 
the economic elite as an open system, functioning on the ba-
sis of the theory of channels and the theory of jokers. 

Methodology. With a view to study the economic 
elite we have used the system approach, which allows 
synthesizing its key characteristics as an open complex 
adaptive system. 

Findings. We have determined that the overall pro-
cess of the economic elite development is a complex 
phenomenon with certain structure (the set of relatively 
independent sub-systems) and certain relationships and 
communication between the agents of these sub-systems. 
In aggregate, these relations and communications consti-
tute a structural component, which consists of the objec-
tive state of the external environment (the economic and 
political situation) and internal conditions (individual pe-
culiarities of a person).  
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Originality and practical value. The approach pro-
vides the capabilities to solve complicated, usually not 
clearly formulated problems of the theory of elitism. The 
target of research has been considered not as a single in-
divisible whole, but as a system of interrelated elements, 
with its properties and qualities. The main purpose of 
such analysis is the examination of each component of an 
elite system, functioning in conditions of uncertainty, to 

provide the economic elite the ability to perform its task 
in the system environment.  

Keywords: economic elite, social system, functional 
imperative, elite features, functioning principles, theory 
of channels, theory of jokers 
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